
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 







_uc^a. 



. /^ 




.m) 




/.'•'■. 






>-"'iS 



■*/*a 






.i\. -- 



> 



?K 



i 

J 



" the 

sr 



02 

idra 

the! 

C 



^ 
1) 






• -•■«■■- 



l'<^5-. 



. /t 



^u^ TZi. CkjtiU^ ^«^ '^fuJkH, 









i^ 



T^.>«> 



■it\: 










\ . 



•A-"- .*> 



V 



' THE 


T. I F E 


O F 


ift. Francis of Sales, 


BISHOP and PRINCE 


O F 


G E N E r Ay 


Founder of the 


Order of the Visitation. 



Written in F r b h c n 

By Monf. MARSOLLIERy 

A Canon of the Cathedral of Ufes. 

Dmie into English^ from the Second Edition, 

By W C 

^_ 1 — • - - ■ ■ - - -I '^^^^ 

LONDON: 
Anntvd for Thomas MEiGHAti^Nsx 
I>nify'lanf. Mo cc xxxvix* 






"• ^ * 






..^•rt-J 



THE 'I ' • 

A U T H O R's'^ 

PREFACE. 



SOME perhaps may wonder, that 
the Life of St. Fran c i s of 
Sales, being already written by 
foxnany different Authors, inalmoft all the 
Languages which are fpoken throughout . 
Europe^ another new one IhouM be feitt 
into the World. It might fuffice to fey^ 
that the Author has in this Regard fubmit* 
ted to the Judgment and Inclination of 
feveral learned Perfons, who are equally 
confpicuous for their Virtue, and for the 
Rank they hold in Church and State, :^^S8^ 
he has this alfo to offer in his Eicufc, 
that thefe Perfons have their Reafonsf, , 
which poiRbly may appear to be fo well 
grounded, as to juftify his Submiflion. to 
them, and his Endeavours to content them. 
Of the great Number of Lives Which 
have hitherto been made publick, there is 
not any that fully pleafcs them. Some ^x^ 

A 2 VJUlt^tV 
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MTrttten in a Style and Language, that now 
is antiquated and hardly to be underftood : 
Others are thought to have a Surcharge of 
Reflcdtions, and a Scarcity of real Fa£ls : 
Some again, as being Abftrads, are (b 
very (hort, that, after they have been pe- 
rused, the Reader is ftill a Stranger to the 
Aftions and Spirit, to the Maxims and 
Sentiments of the Saint. Mod of them in fine 
are thought to be defedtive in this, that 
they have not hit on the real Charafter of 
the Saint, nor fet him out in his trueft 
Light. I pretend not to give my own 
Thoughts on the Matter, but only to re- 
late the Sentiments of others. 

The Defign therefore was to write a new 
Life, which might have nothing difagree- 
able in the Sty le and Language J in which, 
without omitting Refleftions, that might 
be of any Ufc or Ornament, there fliould 
be a greater Number, and a better Choice 
of Fafts ; fo as to avoid the Concifenefs 
of Abftra<Sts, which generally are of litde 
or no Ufe to thofe who have not read 
a Hiftory at its full Length j to give the 
true Charafter of the Saint, and clearly to 
lay open his Spirit, Heart and Sendments. 
•Tis what we have endeavoured to perform 
in this new Hiftory, which is here pre- 
fented to the Publick« 

Many 
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Many Matters of Faft and Maxims 
will be found in this, which are not to 
be met with in any of the former. For 
we build not entirely upon the ancient 
Memoirs, but from feveral Houfcs of the 
Vifitation have been fupplied with new, 
that are moft genuine and unqueftionable. 
One will here find a great many Things 
both profitable and pleafing, which adorn 
the Hiftory while they edify the Reader. 
But becaufe we cannot pretend, that aH 
we Have coUedted, tho* with our utmoft 
Care, will be able to give the World ajuft 
Idea of the eminent Sanftity of B. Fran- 
cis of Sales, we thought it would 
be proper to annex a Book of his Spirit 
and Maxims in relation to the principal 
Duties of a Chriftian •, and with this we 
end his Hiftory. We wou'd not yet be 
onderftood to offer this lanF>e Book of the 
Spirit of Sl Francis of Sales, any others- 
therwife than as a fhort Effay ; in hopes 
it may put fome other Pcrfon upon the 
Defign of a larger Work. Nothing wou'd 
be more to the Advantage of the Church, 
than to fct in its true and proper Light a^ 
Morality fo pure and pious, fo ufeful and 
&) reafonable, and fo accommodate to daily 
Pra6lice, as that of our holy Bifliop. 

Upon the whole, there has been aH 
poflSble Care taken in the Choice o( Nl^V 
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ters ; nothing has been admitted, but what 
ascertain, and fupported by irreproachable 
Evidences: And we have been the more 
cxaft in this regafd, becaufe Truth being, 
asone may fay, the very Soul of Hiftory, 
it can never be allowable to depart from 
jt. Over and above, that counterfeit 
Commendations are a very unpleafing Of- 
fering to the Saints : The Grace of God 
has rais'd them high enough, to be in no 
nvant of fuch borrowed Ornaments, and 
beggarly Supports. If ever we be ob- 
liged to beware of Falfhood, even to the 
leaft Shadow of it, Vis principally in 
Things relating to a Religion, like ours, 
which equally has Truth for its Beginning, 
and its End. 

And after all, this Exafbiefs in the 
Choice of Matters is fo far from impair- 
ing either the Beauty or the Ufefulnefe 
.of the Life of St. Fr^nci^ of Sales, that 
it adds to both. His Performances are fo 
many, and fo great in themfelves, that 
he needs not fuch as cannot be lent him 
but at the Expcnce of Truth ; which we 
have endeavour'd to follow with all poflible 
Exaftnels through the whole Work. And 
now we have nothing more to fay, but 
that we wifh it may edify, and contri- 
bute to the forming Copies after the Origi- 
nal of this holy Bifhop, whofe Aiftions, 
Sentiments, and Maxims^ >Ne 2x^ ^va%> 
to recount. ^^^ 



The APPROBATION, 

« T H A V E read, by Order of the Lord Chan- 
« * cellor, a Book, entitled, The Life of St 
" Francis of Sales, Bijhop and Prince of 
•• Geneva, Founder of the Order of the Vijita^^ 
*< //#», written by Monfieur liAthe Marfd^ 
" AVr, Prebend of the Cathedral diVfes}, in 
*^ which I have met with nothing but what is 
<< altogether confonant to Faith and good Man- 
*« ners. This illuftrious Author, who, in his 
«* way of Writing, fhews himfcif to be in all 
<< refpetSb a moft exad Hiftorian, while be 
«* gives us in this Book a well-fini(hM Pidlure 
" of St. Francis of Sales, delineates at 
« the fame time the Duties of all the feveral 
" States, which compofe the Church. He ac- 
*«- companies the Incidents of the Life of this 
<< great Biibop with fo proper and fo Chriftian 
« Reflexions, that every- where he infpires into 
« his Reader, without breaking his Attention, 
*< a fincere and tender Love for folid Piety. 
" The great Number of extraordinary Acftiong 
•< and remarkable Circumftances, which he has 
« collefted with- exceeding Care, fa folidly af- 
<« certain'd, and rang'din fo plain and natural a 
«« Method, makes his Work, tho* it comes 
" after fo many other Lives of S. Francis of 
** Sales, as valuable and agreeable, as if his 
" Subject were wholly ne)V. Given in Sor- 
" bonne the 21/? of iNovcmber 1699. 

F, S A LM K. 
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BOOK I. SECT. I. 

THE holy Bifliop, whofe Lif&^ 
with God*s Affiftancc, I un- 
dertake to write, was bom in 
a Thne when the Church flood moft in need 
of fuch an Help. She was in a manner 
befieg'd without by a Deluge of Hercfies, 
and within disfigur*d by a Depravation of 
Manners, from which no State nor Con- 
dition was exempt. Ignorance, Licen- 
tioufnefs and Impunity, having penetrated 
into the very Sanftuary, had ravaged there 
in a moft dreadful Manner, as we learn from 
the difmal Account ofthofc that were Eye- 
witnefles to it. 

France in particular, * and the neighbour- 
bg States were then irt a moft deplorable 

♦ Ada Conc.7rid.. Lovan, 1567. 



12 ?:&tf L I F E of BookL 

Condition^ Nothing was to be feen but 
Troubles and Divifions, and the Dciblation 
of Fire and Sword, and Sacrileges-, with 
all the moft dreadful EfFefts of Herefy^and 
Impiety, arm'd with the Fury of more 
than* ft Civil War. Every- where a Flame 
was kindled and fed with the Ornaments of 
Churches, with the Writings of the holy 
Fathers gather'd from all the moft ancient 
Libraries, with Croffes and facred Veflels, 
vith the Fiflures and Images of the Saints, 
with their very Reliques and facred Bones, 
the Afties of which were then thrown into 
the Rivers. The Priefts drag'd from the 
Altars, imprifon'd, xnurder'd ^ the very 
Altars over-turn'd, and bury'd under the 
Ruins of the Churches \ the holy Places 
.profaa'd,and the ancient Religion aboliih''d, 
exhibited on all fides fuch a frightful 
Speftacle, that it was enough to make Men 
doubt, whether thefe Countries, which were 
formerly fo favoured of Almighty God, 
were ftill inhabited by Chriftiansj or 
whether the Infidels had not difpoffefs'd 
them. 

The Council of 9r^«/,* which had fome 
titne before been brought to a Conclufion, 
had hitherto almoft in vain endeavour'd 
the Reformation of fo many Difordcrs* 

* /« ij^i.. 
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The Remedies it had prcfcrib'd, in many 
Places, ferv'd only to inflame the Diftem- 
pcrs. The Fire gathered Force from the 
very Precautions which were taken to put 
it out. It's Authority defpis'd by fome, 
and neglefted by others, and the Weak- 
ncls or Heedlefiicfe of thofe who ought 
to have fupported it, fccm'd fo many 
Omens, that the Evil wou*d be perpetual. 

But the Divine Wifdom, which has 
confined the Sea to its Limits, and fome- 
times fuffcrs Impiety to reign, in order to 
confound it with greater Glory, at laft 
ftopt the Courfe of fo many Difaften. 
Religion by degrees recovered her former 
Luftre, Fakh enter'd again upon all her 
Rights I and Piety, at her Return, brought 
back the Innocence and Purity of Chri- 
ftian Manners : And k is no fmall Honour 
la St. Francis of Salesj that he was one 
of the chief Inftruments, which Provi^ 
dence employed, in the working of fo 
many Wonders. 

For this End, the fame R-ovidence of 
God, that he might in all RefpeAs be 
qualify'd for the executing his Defigns, 
gave him an illuftrious Birth, fupported 
by all the Endowments of Body and Soul, 
which might render it the more confpicuous > 
he would have him born of a Family in 
which Piety fccm'd to be heredhat:^ \ zxA^ 
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true Ghrlftian Parents, who took particular 
Care to preferve him in his baptifnial In- 
nocence. Left a corrupted World might 
caft a Blemifh on his Soul, he very early 
infpir'd him with an holy Difguft to it. 
Immediately, upon knowing it, he per- 
fcdly defpisM it 5 and to put himfelf paft 
the Danger of a Reconciliation, tho' hd 
was the eldeft Son of his illuftrious Family, 
he engag'd, as foon as hecou'd, in an £c- 
clefiaftical State. It was evident, he em- 
brac*d not this Profeffion, that he might 
pais his Days in Eafe and Idlenefs; for 
he no longer liv'd to himfelf, 'when once 
he had lifted in the Church's Service. For a 
long time did he exercife himfelf in all the 
moft tircfome Funftions of his Miniftry ^ 
and had others been of his Mind, he 
would have ended his Days in Labour, 
without pretending to thofe Dignities, which 
were to be its Recompence. • 

God was fatisfyM with the Sacrifice of 
his Heart, and rais'd him, againft his 
Will, to the Throne of the Church of 
Geneva. Not that he might enlighten one 
particular Dioccfe 5 Franee^ Italy ^ and Sa- 
voy were to be the Witneflcs and Objedls of 
his ZeSl and Virtue ; where he gave fuch 
Evidence of hi^ Abilities, Wifdom, and 
Refolution, that he gain*d the Refpeft of 
Bilhops, the £ftcem of Cardinals, the Love 

. ^« 
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of Popes and Princes ; and, what is vcrjr 
remarkable, he was honoured and eftecm'd 
by the Hcreticks themfelves, tho* he was 
their Scourge, 

Francis of Saks was bom the 21ft 
of jiugufty in the Year 1567, ^t Sales* 
Caftle^ of one of themoft noble and ancient 
Families of Savoy: At which time, the 
holy Pope Pius V. govcrn'd the Church ; 
Charles IX. reign'd in France ; and Saivoy 
had for its Duke, Emanuel Pbilibert^ the 
Father of Charles Emanuel^ famous for 
his Quarrels with France. He had for 
his Father, Francis Count of Sales , 
and for his Mother, Frances of Sionasj 
both equally noble in their Defccnt 5 but 
far more confiderable for diat Virtue, and 
Pifety, which appear'd in the whole Tc-» 
nour of their Lives; Francis^ Count of 
Salesy was a Gentleman of an unfoottcd 
Integrity and Reputation, juft and fincere 
to a Scruple, exaft in all the Duties of 
a Chriftian beyond moft Men, upright 
in his WayS) above the Power of the 
World to corrupt him, and of an uncom- 
mon Zeal for the Catholick Religion, at a 
time when Calv'tnifm^ which was newly 
ftarted up, and fixM in Geneva^ as in its 
Centre, pafs'd for an cafy commodious 
Seft, and for the Religion of Men of Wit; 
Frances of Smas to all thcfc QgaXx^^^- 
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tions added thofe of a tender and afFcftive 
Piety, of an exad Chaftity, of an admi- 
rable Modefty, and of a fmgular Love 
for Solitude and Retirement. 

But of all the Virtues which equally 
endear'd them to- God and Man, that 
whiclx fhin'd brighter than the reft, and 
afterwards drew down, the Bleffings with 
which God favoured their pious Family, 
was their extraordinary Inclination to AlmSi- 
deeds. They praftis'd, with a kind of 
Emulation, that Advice of Holy Scrip- 
ture, fo neceflary for all that are cnga^d 
in the World, and in the State of Mar- 
riage 5 Turn not thy Face from any Poor^ 
ana the Face ofGodJhall not he turned away 
firom thee. If thou hafi Abundance^ give 
Alms accordingly : If thou haft but a little y 
he not afraid to give according to that little y 
Tob. iv. 7, 8, 9. 

But their Charity, tho' it reached to all 
the Poor in general, more particularly 
aim*d at the relieving of Catholicks, that 
were rob'd of their Subfiflance by the. 
Hereticks, and chofc rather to lofe all, 
than to fail in their Fidelity to God and. 
the Church. Neither were they content 
to give them precifely what was neceflary,, 
but with a tender Compafiion provided 
them even to the Conveniences of Life. 
And the Neighbourhood of Geneva and 

^Viifier- 
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Swijferlandj where Calvimfm was receive, 
fupply'd them with fo many Occafipns of 
exercifing thefe Charities, as woifd have 
weary 'd a lefs folid Piety. But theirs flood 
the Trial, and God rewarded it in a Son, 
who may reafonably be thought die Fruit 
of their boundlefs Charity. 

The Countefs of Sales was not many 
Months gone, when the Dutchcfi of JV^- 
moursy who had firft been married to the 
Duke of Guife^ arrived at Jnnecy^ accom- 
panied by the Cardinak Lorrain and Guifi^ 
and a great Number of Lords and Ladies 
of the Court of France. This Princcfi 
was every-where moll honourably received, 
not only upon account of her being Daugh- 
ter to Hercules^ Duke of Ferrara^ and to 
Renee of France^ but likewife for being 
now married the fecond time to James 
of Savoyy Duke of Nemours and the G^- 
^evois, of which Annecy is the CapitaK 
The Rank the Countefs held in the Pro- 
vince, obligM her to attend her Highncfs. 
As (he was going to difcharge this Duty, 
it happen' d that the holy Handkerchief, 
by the Permiffion of the Duke of Savoy^ 
at the Intreaty of the Dutchefs of Nemours 
and the two Cardinals, was carry'd from 
Chamherry to Annecy. At the Sight of 
thefe ftili bloody Tokens of God's Love 
to Man^ the Couoteis of Salti fdlVi^^>^ 
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penetrated with fuch a fenfible and tender 
J>cvotion, as (he had never before cxpe- 
rienc'd. After the Example of Anncj the 
Mother of Samuel^ flie pour*d forth her 
Heart before our Lord, flie offered to 
liini the Child fhe was bearing in her 
"Womb, beg'd him to be its Father, to 
.preferve it from the Corruption of the 
World, and rather to deprive her of the 
Comfort and Advantage of feeing herfelf 
a Mother, than fuffer her to bring a Child 
into the World, that, . by lofing his bjxp- 
tifmal Grace, ihould become fo miferable» 
as ever to be his Enemy. 

So fervent a Prayer did not fail of its 
E&Gt} God heard die Modier, and eri- 
jich'd the Son with an Abundance of 
'Graces and Heavenly Bleflings, .which 
rais'd him afcerwards to that eminent Sanc.^ 
tity, of which we ihall find the Fruits in 
tht Progrefs of this Hiftory. 

§. 2. The Countcfs return'd home with 
an entire Confidence that God had accepted 
the Offering fhc had made him of her 
Child, fhe confider'd it as a Depofitum 
he had given into her Hands, and for 
which fhe was to be accountable to his 
Sovereign Majefty. Some time after her 
Return from Annecy^ the Child was born, 
received holy Baptifm in the Church of 
%borm^ and wjis . nam*d . Frcwcis^ • after 

his 
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his Father and Mother, and the Perfon who 
received him from the facred Font. Being 
born in his feventh Month, notwithftand- 
ing all the Care his Mother had taken to 
beware of every thing that might preju* 
dice her Fruit, he was io extreme] y weak, 
that (he had much ado to rear him up ; 
and the DoAors more than once defpair^d 
of his Life. 

He efcap'd however the Danger, and, 
contrary to every body's Expedlation, grew 
jlrong and big. In proportion as the Fea« 
tures of his Face were form'd, there ap- 
peared in it a certain Beauty and Sweet- 
nefs, which won the Love of alt that be^ 
held him. This advantageous Exterior 
was accompany*d with one pf the moft 
excellent Tempers that perhaps was cvtr 
known. He was meek, ob^ient to his 
Parents and Matters, and provided in a 
high Degree with that decent Modcfty, 
which is fo neceflary for the guarding a 
Soul from the firft Impreffions of Vice. 

The Countefs, who made his Edu* 
cation her main Concern, never left 
him out of her Sight, nor fuflfer'd the 
leaft Occafion to flip away of giving him 
an early Tinfture of Virtue. She carry'd 
him to Church herfelf, and infpir'd him 
with a profound Refpefl: for this holy 
Place, for Prayer, for Inftr\i£UQjft^ «it^ 
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for the l>3tfcs of Piety which were prac- 
tised in it. She wou*d likewife have him 
accompany her when fhe vifited the Poor, 
to do fuch little good Offices for them as 
he was able, and to be the Diftributer of 
her Alms. She read to him the Lives of 
the Saints, and fealbn*d her Reading whh 
RefleAions fuited to his Capacity. In this 
manner did this charitable and pious Mo^ 
ther initiate him by d^rees into the*Exer- 
cifes of Charity and Piety. She inftrudtcd 
fakn by her A6tions, and taught him to 
do Good, by feeing her do it. 

The pious Child not only correfponded 
with the Care of his virtuous Mother, but 
evra furpais'd her largeft Expectations. 
He heard Ma6, and made his Prayer 
with a RecotleAion and Devotion far 
above his Age. His whole Delight was 
to drefs little Chapels, and to reprefcnt 
the Ceremonies of the Church ; Mo- 
dcfly and Sincerity had the Rule of 
his Actions and Difcourfe ; and when he 
happened to Ml Into any of tho(e little 
Faults, which are fo common in Children, 
he ehdc rather to fuflfer the Corredion, 
than to avoid it by telling a Ly. His 
Charity to the Poor had even then fome- 
what in it extraordinary ; not content with 
a faithfiil Performance of the little Com- 
iniilions his Mother ^vc him for their 
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Relief, he would beg for them of all his 
Relations, afid generoufly beftow'd on 
them whatever was given him for himfelf j 
nay, he would fct by fomc part of his 
Meat, when he found no other way to 
relieve them. 

Cou*d the Countefs of Sales have gained 
her Point, flic would never have fufFer'd 
tl:us amiable Child to be taken from her 
Sight 5 /he would have provided in her 
Caftle Perfons capable to teach him Hu- 
manity •, being very- well refign'd he fliould 
be left knowing, for fear he fliould * be- 
come lefs virtuous. She apprehended the 
Lcwdnels and Corruption of Colleges 5 
and flie earneftly de(ir*d, that Piety might 
have at leaft fome farther Allowance of 
Time, to take firmer Root in his Heart. 
But the Count, her Hulband, whofe Dc« 
figns were fomewhat more worldly in the 
Education of his Son, and becaufe he was 
perfuaded that Emulation much contribu- 
ted to advance Children in their Studies, 
was abfolutcly for fending him to a Col- 
lege. Accordingly, at fix Years of Age, 
he was fent to Rocheville, and fome time 
aftser toAnmcy^ which is but three good 
Leagues diflant from Sdes-Caftle. 

The Progrefs he made in Scieaces was 
anfWerable to what he had made in Piety, 
without any Prejudice to the Ltfioxv^ \\^ 
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had receiv'd from his virtuous Mother ; 
and in a little time he knew all that his 
Maftefs wetfe able to teach him. It al- 
ready appear'd, that he was one of a folid 
Judgment, of an excellent Memory, of 
great Difpofitions for Eloquence, that he 
fcrd ft difcernmg Faculty in the Choice of 
good Authors J and all thofe fingiiliar good 
Qualities, which afterwards made him one 
of the moft learned, as well as the molt 
religious Prelates of the Church. Such 
happy Difpofitions, improved by an Affi- 
duity and Application,' which was enough 
to carry any other through his Studies, 
tbo* of a much lower Genius than himfelf, 
made the Count of Sales think he would 
now only lofe his Time at Annecy^ and 
therefore he refely'd to fend him to Parisj 
to end his Studies in the College of Na^ v 
varre^ where feveral Gentlemen of his Ac- 
quaintance had been very well educated. 
He imparted his Defign to the'Countefs 
of Sales s but there was no getting her to 
confent, but upon this Condition, that be- 
fore his Departure he Ihould come home, 
and pafs fome Months with her. Her 
Aim was to ftrengthen his Virtue with the 
utmoft of her Endeavours, and to arm 
him againft the Dangers he was like to 
meet with in that great City, which was 
fubjed to fo many Diforders, and amidft 
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fo many debauchM young Men, who 
made it their only Bufinefi to ruin one 
another. 

Francis was no foone r returnM to jf^- 
necy, but he heard that the Biftiop of Bag- 
neroy was to giVe Orders iat Clermont^ in 
the Genevois > 'whcrteiipon he beg*d Leave 
of the Count, of Sales to go and receive 
Tonfure. This Motion was no ways plea- 
fing to the Count ; the Inchnation he had 
obferv'd in his Son to Devotion made 
him apprehend, he would one Day or 
other take a Refolution of entering into 
Religion, or embracing an Eccfcfiaftic 
State. As he was the eldeft Son of the 
Family, and withal was very handfpme, 
had a great deal of Wit, and in ail Pro- 
bability was like to make one pf the moft 
learned Men of the Age, fuch Purpofes 
did by no means fcnsare with his Defigns, 
and wodld quite defeat the Projefts he had 
of fettling him in the World, in fuch a 
manner. as his Bh-th and perfonal Qualities 
defcfv'd. But as he had likewile a great 
Degree of Prudence and Religion, he fear'd 
left his Refiiial might put his Son upon 
deeper Refleftions- than perhaps he had 
hitherto made ;■ that, the Mind of Man 
being an Enemy to Conftraint, his Eager- 
nefs for an Ecclcfiaftic State n\i^^ \ss.- 
crcafe the more in ^lo^otuotvv^ x^sx^ ^1^^ 
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pofition that was made againft it ; and, 
on the other hand, he confider'd, that, if 
it was God's Will his Son Ihould quit the 
World, it were in vain to oppofe the Exe- 
cution of hb Defigns. For thele Confi* 
derations, he granted him the Leave he 
beg*d, and Francis received Tonfure in 
Ember-fFeek pf September^ 1578. 
. At his Return from Clermont^ he was 
informed, by the Countefs his Mother, that 
his Father defign*d to fend him to Parisj 
to finifli his Studies in the College of Na- 
varre. He anfwer'd, that her's and his 
Fathoms Will fhou'd conftantly be his 
Rule, but defir'd fhe wou*d alter fomc 
P^ of this Defign, and perfuade his Fa- 
ther to exchange the College of Navarre 
for that which the Fathers of the Compa- 
ny of Jesus had lately fet up at Paris. 
He faid, fhe knew, much better than him- 
iblf, the Reputation thefe Religious had 
flir the Inftruftion of Youth, as well in 
Piety, as in Learning • he did not queftion 
but they did as much in the other Colleges 
of the Univerfity of Paris j but that his 
Inclination laid more to the Jefuits -, and 
that this very Propenfion might help him 
to make a greater Progrefs in Learning ^ 
and, upon the main, that it mud certainly 
be all one to the Count his Father, whe- 
ther he ftudied in the College of Navarre^ 
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or in that of the Jefuitcs. Tho' the young 
Count of Sales (it was the Name he went 
by) was then but eleven Years of Age, he 
was able to make the Refle&ions we have 
related 5 and the Authors of his Life have 
fct them down in nearly the fame Terms. 

The Countefs of Sales had too much 
Virtue not to relifli thefe Reafons of her 
Son •, (he difcours'd the Matter with the 
Count of SaleSf the Defign was altered, 
and it was refolv'd he fliould go to the 
College of the Jefuites. But while Things 
were making ready for his Journey, and 
that a Preceptor could be found out for 
him, the Countefs of Sales loft not one 
Moment of Time j but was the more earn- 
eft and affiduous in inftrufting her Son, 
the nearer the Day approach'd,when fhc was 
to lofc him for fo long a time. She often 
repeated to him thefe Words, which the 
Queen, Mother of St. Lewis^ ufed to fay 
tohim: God is my Witnefs^ Child ^ bow 
dear you are to me ; hut yet I had rather fee 
you dead before mine Eyes^ than bear you had 
committed one ftngle mortal Sin. She made 
it her chief Care to infpire into him a 
tender L^ove for God, and an intire Confi- 
dence in him, fo asto look upon him as his 
real and true Fadicr. For after all^ faicj 
flie to him, UU not I that gave you Life^ I 
am only your Mother^ iecaufe God wa^ f leaf 4 

Vol. I B X^ 
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to make ufe of me^ to bring you into the 
ff^orld. ^7ts irueyyoU^ere formed in my 
fFofnb ; but 'twas not I that gave you 
thefe Limbs^ or this Blood which runs in your 
Veins J or thefe Spirits which give you Mo- 
tion^ and ikueb lefs this fpiritual and im- 
fftortdl Soulj v}hich makes you capable of an 
eternal Happinefs. It is God^ my Childj 
that has made you what you are \ it is he 
that preferves you 5 and it is from him that 
you are to e9Cpe£l every thing. 

She took occafion from every thing, 
that prcferited itfclf to her Sight, to enrich 
his Mind with pious Maxims. If (he met 
a poor Man, (he told him, that he was 
bis Brother, notwithftanding his wretched 
Condition -, that he had as much Right 
as himfelf, to call God his Father •, that 
Fortune indeed had made fome Difference 
between them, but that Nature and Grace 
had made none at all ; that in thefe two 
Regards all Men were equal ; and that he 
ought to remember thefe Things, and by 
no means to treat them after an haughty, 
harfh, or contemptible manner. 

When flie carry'd him into the Fields, 
flie made him take notice of the Hus- 
band-men that were fowing their Corn. 
Some thinkj faid fhe to him, that thsfe are 
the Perfons that feed us > but when they have 
^0^e /Mr beji^ a little too much of wet or 
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dry Tf^eatber is enough to fpoil all ; thera 
needs no more, to caufe an univerfal Famine^ 
and to make us die of Hunger : The Blef- 
fing of a moderate Rain or Heat^ or of a 
good Seafon for ripmng the Fruits of the 
Earthy comes only from the Hands of God 5 
as for Meny they can do nothing towards it^ 

§. 3. By thefe and the like Maxims, fo 
frequently inculcated, flic fram'd the jpli- 
abJe Heart of her Son to a tender Love for 
God, and to a charitable Zeal and Com- 
panion for his Neighbour: And hereafter 
in this Hiftory weftiall fee the Fruits which 
this good Seed produced in its proper Sea- 
fon. The Count of Sales on his part 
fecondcd thefe Inftrudlions of his Lady 
with his own ; but with this Difference, 
that he chiefly endeavoured to render him a 
Man of Honour and Probity in the Eye 
of the World, while the Countefs feem'd 
to aim at nothing elfe, but to make him a 
good Chriftian. They both gained their 
Ends, and had the Satisfadion to find thac- 
their Son was equally in favour with God 
and Man. The Time of his Departure 
being come, he went for Paris, under tlic 
Conduft of John Deage^ a Prieft, who was 
a Perfon of Learning, and of no lefs Pru- 
dence. He was preter*d to a fecular Go-r 
, vcrnor, according to the Guftom of that 
Time j and by the particular Choice o? 
B 2 t\va 
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che Countds, who thought that his Cha- 
rider would oblige him to give good Ex- 
ample co her Son, and with greater Care to 

attend to his Behaviour. 

In the Year 1578, France was in the 
iBort deplorable Condition it had ever been 
frncc it was aMonarchy. The Civil War,and 
that too upon the. fcore of Religion, which 
had laid it wafte^under the foregoing Reigns 
of Francis II, And of Charles IX, held on 
with the fame Fury under that of Henry Ilh 
Four Catholic Armies againft fo many 
of the HuguenotSy had lately ruin'd it's 
bcft Provinces ; and the League, now 
frefkfrom its fiirth, threatened it with a third 
Party, that was equally an Enemy to the 
Intereftsof the King in particular, and of 
the Monarchy in general : the Towns 
taken and retaken, pillag'4 and halfruin'd ^ 
the Churches pull'd down ; the ancient Re- 
ligion banifli'd from one Part of the King- 
dom, and weakened in the other ; Diffen- 
tions in every Part of the State, and fre- 
quently within the Walls of private Fami- 
lies ; the Subjects in Rebellion againft their 
Prince j his Authority ufurp'd by. as many 
Tyrants as there were Lords in the 
Provinces •, the Populace that infenfibly 
gain'd Strength, and threatened the De- 
itrudion of the Monarchy ; the Prince 
bimfelf enOav'd to his own Pafllons, and 

haihper'd 
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hamper'd by a Junfto of unworthy Fa- 
vourites, quite changed from the Man he 
had once been, fo as to be defpis'd by one 
Part of his Subjedls, and hated by the 
reft ; the Laws trampled under Foot jjuf- 
tice ftript of her Authority 5 Hypocrify, 
Impiety, Blafphemy and Irreligionj and 
above all Impunity, which taking their 
Rife from the Court diflfusM thcmfclvcs 
through every Limb of the State j were fci 
many dreadful PcMtents of God's juft 
Anger, which threatened France with the 
utmoft Defolation. Such was its Condi- 
tion, when the young Count of Sales came 
firft to it As Herefy had much after the 
fame manner ravaged that part of Savoy^ 
where he was born; he was not fo much 
furpris'd at this Itrange Spedacle, as being 
not wholly ' a Stranger to it. His Pre- 
ceptor, who took all Occafions to inftruft 
him in a deep Concern to fee a Kingdom, 
that was once the Flower of Chriftendom, 
reduc'd to fuch a lamentable Condition, 
remarked to him, how true it is, that Piety 
and Juftice are the only firm Foundations 
of States, and the folid Props of Empires: 
How dangerous it is to incroach upon 
Religion^ to have too great a Deference 
for Reafon and Scnfe ; and that the Ties 
of Communication between God and Men 
arc never broken, but thofc of Cw\\ So- 

B 3 CASO} 
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ci?ty arc dcftroy'd in Confequence. Theft 
Refledlions, which the frefh Objefts of 
every Day obliged them frequently to 
renew, accompany'd them, till they came 
to Paris. 

Immediately upon their Arrival, the 
young Count of Sales defir'd to be con- 
dudted to the Jefuites College, where he 
was received with thofe happy Tokens which 
every-where attended him : He was judg'd 
fit for Rhctorick, and in the two Years 
he fpent upon it, his Progrels was fuch, as 
made him afterwards one of the greateft 
Orators of his Age. He ftudy'd Philo- 
fophy with the like Succefs. As he had 
an excellent Wit, -and never loft his Time, 
he found he might allow fome Part of it 
for the Study of School-divinity ; and he 
had this Encouragement, that his Precep- 
tor at the fame time made it his own Bufi- 
nefs -, fo that he made his Profit of the 
Lcflbns he took in Sorlonne : He accom- 
pany'd him thither to hear the public 
Difputations ; they frequently difputed 
together, and with other Students in Di- 
vinity who came to vifit them ; in fine, he 
prov'd as knowing in this Science, as if 
he had made it his whole Bufinefs, not- 
withftanding the many Difficulties, which 
cvery-where occur in it, and render it a 
Sufficient Task for a Man's whole.Time. 

Whea 
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When he had ended his Philofophy, his 
Preceptor, according to the cxprefs Or- 
ders he had received from the Count of 
Sales J piac'd him in the Academy, where 
he made him learn to ride the great Horfc, 
to handle his Arms, to dance, and in 
general whatfocver was fit for a Gentle- 
man oi his Quality. The young Count, 
who had already taken his Refolution to 
embrace anEcclefiaftical State, apply'd him- 
fclf with much Unwillingnefs to thefe Ex- 
crcifes, which, as he judicioufly confider'd, 
would be of little or no ufe to him •, how- 
ever j as the Will of his Father carry *d always 
the inviolable Force of a Law upon him, 
he fail'd not to inaprovc in them, and gain*4 
from them that cafy Behaviour, which he 
never loft 5 and this without any Prejudice 
to that Modefty and Simplicity, which he 
fhew'd on ail Occafions. 

But as he only gave himfelf to thefe Ex- 
crcifes by way of Diverfion, he was not 
content to cultivate his firft Studies, but 
learnt the Greek and Hebrew Tongues, and 
Pofitire Divinity, under Genebrard^ and 
Father Maldonatus^ 2l Jefuite, who were 
then at Paris^ in great Repute for thofe 
Sciences. On thefe he beftow*d fix whole 
Years, and attained to a great Degree of 
Knowledge in them j which was fo much 
the more to be efteem'd, fgrafmuch 2l& a 
B 4 profeuii^ 
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profound Humility, which he always had 
m view, obliged him to conGcalitfrom 
the Eyes of Men : I fliall yet in this Hif- 
tory give fuch unqueftionable Proofs of it, 
as fiiall manifeft to the World, that he 
was one of the moft learned, as well as 
the moft godly Prelates of his Time. 

But all this while, the Studies we have 
been mentioning were not his only, nor 
io much as his principal Concern. He 
gave a confiderable Part of his Time to 
the Exercifes of Piety. This in cfFecSt 
was his great Affair : He knew that a 
true Devotion could never be a Prejudice to 
any thing ; and that the Time one employs 
in the Service of Almighty God, is abun- 
dantly recompens'd in the Blefling he gives 
to whatever is undertaken for his Glory. 
This was the only View the young Count 
proposed in all his Aftions. So foon as he 
came to Paris^ he put himfelf under the 
Condudl of an able Diredlor. Me com- 
municated all his Secrets to him, and 
would do nothing of Confequence with- 
out firft confulting him. He was fen- 
' fible, that if one needed a Guide in a 
Journey to an unknown Country, he is 
much more neceflary when one enters on 
the Way to Heaven, as it is infinitely 
more difficult, and befet with greater Dan- 
gers } over and above that we have in our 

"NsLwrc 
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Nature hidden Principles of Errors, which 
it is no eafy matter to get clear of. By his 
Advice he apply'd himfelf to the reading 
of the Holy Scripture j it was his moft be- 
lovM Entertainment ; and for no other 
Reafon, but that he might the more per- 
fcftly underftand it, did he take fuch in- 
credible Pains to learn the Hebrew Tongue, 
wluch efFeftually has now no other Ufe, 
than that it helps one to a better Infight 
into thofe Sacred Oracles. Together with 
the Holy Scriptures he read the Book, 
called 7%e Spiritual Combat ; he frequent- 
ly heard Sermons; fought the Company 
of virtuous Perfons, and took a Angular 
Satisfadion in that of Father Angelus 
Joyeufe •, who, on his fide, admiring the 
Purity and Innocence of his Soul, found 
no-where more Content, than in his Con- 
veriation ; he encouraged him to a Con- 
tempt of the World -, and this the more 
cffcaually, forafmuch as he himfelf, after 
he had enjoyed all that was moft charming in 
itjhadtheWifdom to contemn it 5 and was 
able to fay more than any other concerning 
that Peace of Mind, which he never found, 
neither ii^Honours, nor in Pleafures, nor in 
any of the moft flattering Objeftsthe World 
was able to fet before him. He often told him 
that nothing could be imagin'd more incon- 
fiftent with the Praftice of Y irtue, iharv ?iL\fc 
B 5 ^^ 
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of Eafe and Idleneis ; that a penitential 
Life was not only neceflary, in the way of 
Satisfa<5tion for Sins committed, [but was 
likewife of infinite Advantage for the Pre- 
fcrvation of Innocence ; that, confider- 
ing how ftrangely apt Men are to abufe 
their Liberty, 'tis often the mofl: advifeable 
to diveft one's felf of it ; and that for 
this very Reafon he had quitted the World 
in fb fblemn a manner, that he might ex- 
clude for ever all Thoughts of returning to it, 
§. 4. Thefe Entertainments of Father An- 
gelus encouraged the young Count to add 
to his ordinary Devotions that of wearing 
the Hair-ftiirt three Days a Week. And 
'tis very probable they firft infpir'd him 
with the Dcfign of making a Vow of per- 
petual Chaftity ; which about this fame 
time he put in Execution at the Church of 
St. Stephen de Grez ; where he lov*d to 
make his Prayer, becaufeifwas not much 
frequented, and the more favoured his Re- 
collcftion. There proftrate on the Ground^ 
after many Sighs fent up to God with ex- 
traordinary Fervour, he beg'd he would fuf- 
fer him,purfuant to the Ad vice of his Apoftle, 
Cor. 17. to renounce Marriage for ever^ 
that he would vouchfafe to receive the Sacri- 
fice he offered him of his Body, as he had 
mercifully receivM that of his Heart ^ and 
grstni him the Afliftance he ftood in need 

of. 
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of, to perfevere in fo pious a Refolution. 
Then heput himfelf under the particularPro- 
tedtion of the blefled Virgin -, he pray*d her 
to be his Advocate at the Throne of God 5 
and to obtain for him the Graces, without 
which he had learn'd from the Sacred Scrip- 
tureSjthat all Endeavours would be vain and 
ineffeftual to the Prefer vation of Continency. 
His Vow being made, he refolv'd to com- 
municate once a Week j he belie v'd that this 
heavenly Bread would give him Strength 5 
and that this Wine, which gives Virginity 
its Bloflbm, would fupport his Weakneft 
againft all the AfTauIts of his Enemies. 

He imagined they would attack him on 
that very Side, he had juft now ihut 
againft them : But they rais'd their Bat- 
tery on another Ground, where he little 
expefted it. A thick Darknefs infenfibly 
over-fpread his Mind ; a Sadncfs feiz'd on 
his Heart ^ a violent Agitation fucceeded 
on a fudden to that perfedl Tranquillity 
which till then he had enjoy'd ; this was 
foUowM with a Diftaftc to every thing that 
had been the chaft Delight of his Heart 5 
Dryncfs attended this Diftafte, and ren- 
dered him infenfible to all the moft moving 
Truths he could read or hear •, and God, 
who was retird to the Center of his Heart, 
had abandoned, as one may fay, all the Out- 
works to Temptation, The Eatm^ o^ 
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our Salvation, whom the Holy Scripture re- 
prrfents to us, fometimcs as a Lion, that 
fiercely flies upon us -, and fometimes as a 
Serpent, that endeavours to feduce us by 
his Doublings and Devices, fail'd not to 
fifh in thefe troubled Waters. He per- 
fuaded him, that all he did to render him- 
fclf pleafing to God, was to no manner of 
Purpofej that God had decreed his eternal 
Perdition, and had thrown him into the 
Number of the Reprobate. The young 
Count was feiz'd with all the Terrors that 
the Perfuafion of Damnation is capable to 
produce in a Soul that fears God, and has 
i ong been flulh'd with Hopes of poflefling 
: lim. As he had a rnoft tender Love of 
lim, he fuSer'd a mere Agony of Grief, as 
often as he thought that he was deftin'd to 
hate him, and blafpheme him to Eternity ; 
and he thought of it almoft conftantly. 
The Fear of Hell, the Confufion of his 
Mind, and the continual Trouble of his 
Heart, caft him into fo deep a Melancholy, 
that nothing in Nature could raife him out 
of it ; he pafs'd whole Days in Tears, 
and Nights in Lamentations. His Body, 
tho' of a ftrong Conftitution, funk at lalt 
under fo heavy a Load ; the Jaundice 
feiz'd him from Head to Foot, and he 
could neither eat nor drink, nor take his 
JReft. There appeared on his I./Ooks 
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very legible Charaflers of Defpair, which 
feem'd to threaten fome difmal End; 
and the iharp Pains he felt in every Limb 
of his Body, made his Life in a manner 
be defpair*d of. Some, who have never ex- 
perienced what Influence the frightful 
Thought of being for ever feparated from 
God has upon a Heart that loves him, 
may be apt to fufpe6t there is fome Ex- 
aggeration in this Account 5 'tis true how- 
ever in all its Particulars : and of fo many 
Authors, who have written the Life of St. 
Francis of SaleSj not one has fail'd to relate 
the terribleEfiedls of this furiousTemptation, 
in the fame manner we have defcrib*d them. 
His Preceptor, who lov'd him as ten- 
derly as if he had been his Son, knew 
not what to think of him in this deplorable 
Condkion. He endeavour^ to find out 
the Caufe, and queftion'd him about it, but 
all in vain. The young Count was fo 
alham'd of it himfclf, that he was reiblv'd 
to conceal it •, and nothing feem'd a greater 
Terror to him, than to be fore'd to con- 
fefs himfclf a Reprobate. Had it not been 
for this unhappy Baflifiilnefs, which always 
attends Temptations of this Nature, the 
Cure would not have been fo difficult. 
An humble Confcffion to a Perfon of 
Skill and Prudence is commonly enough 
CO diifipate them 3 and 'tii a ftxxbboitv 
ConceaJment thsLt niakes thcmi lb vVAttvx. 
^nd fo kiting. "Bm^ 



38 ^e la IV E of Book L 

But God^ who only permitted the young 
Count to be tempted in order to. try him, 
to give him a Diffidence of rhimfclf, and 
ground him in Humility^ fa ncceflary for 
the Prefervation of that eminent Sanftity to 
which he was calPd, without the Miniflry 
of Man did himfelf deliver him from this 
farious Temptation. He infpir'd him with 
the Defign of returning to the fame Church 
oiSt. Stephen de GreZy where he had made 
to Almighty God his Vow of Chaftity. 
The firft Thing he caft his Eyes on, was a 
Pidhire of the bleffed Virgin. This ^ 
awakened the Confidence he had always had ^ 
in her powerful Interceffion : He proftrated 
on the Ground^ and confeffing himfelf un- 
worthy diredly to addrefs. himfelf to the 
Father of Mercies, to the God of all Con- 
folation, he pray'd her to be his Advocate 
with him, to procure him a Deliverance 
from the Mifery that opprefs'd him, and 
to obtain this Favour of his Goodncfs, that 
iince he was fo unhappy as to Jbe deilin'd to 
hate him -after Death fbriall Eternity, he 
might, during Life at leaft, love him with 
all his Heart. A Prayer fo very inconfifr 
tent with the Sentiments of a Reprobate, 
and which we. cannot rcafonably fuppofe 
was void of fiope, was heard immediately. 
For, as the yftung Count afterwards de- 
clared, the fame Moment, he; had ended it, 

he 
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hfc felt, as it were, the Removal of a Weight 
which laid heavy on his Heart 5 and he 
recovered, in the fame Inftant, the Tran- 
quillity of his Mind, and the Peace of his 
Heart. His Body itfelf was fcnfible of the 
Change, and he return'd home in fo 
healthy a State, that his Preceptor, and his 
other Friends, were more in Pain than ever 
to know the Caufc of his Difeafe, and what 
it was that had wrought fo fpeedy a Cure. 
The young Count, who was but fixteen 
Years of Age, made now no Difficulty to 
acquaint them both with the one and with 
the other ^ and then his Friends told him, 
that they did not in the kaft doubt, but 
fome violent Paffion, which he defpair'd 
of being able to content, had reduced him 
to that miferable Condition in which they 
had feen him : His Preceptor added, that 
he had laboured in vain to find out, who it 
could be that had given him fo much Trou- 
ble J he blamM his ill-tim'd Modcfty, in 
concealing from him thefe Troubles of 
his Inceriour ^ and made him promifc that 
he would never do the like for the Time 
to come. But never after had he the 
like Secrets to vcommunicate. to him ; 
the Peace of Mind he had now recovered 
never met with another Storm : And 
all his Life-time he enjoy'd the happy 
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Calm which the blcffcd Virgin had gain'd 
for him. Mean while the Count of 
Sales^ upon Notice given, him, that his 
Son had fini(h*d his Studies, fent him Or* 
ders to leave Paris immediately, to take a 
View of the chief Towns in France^ and 
to return to Savoy. But as it was dange- 
rous travelling in France^ the Tour he 
made was not of any Continuance. 

§. 5. The Civil War held on with the 
fame Fury. The Duke of Alenfon^ the pre- 
liimptive Heir of the Crown, being dead 
without Children, and the King pad Hopes 
rof having any, the many Intrigues of the 
Pretenders to the Crown after his Deceafe, 
'fill'd the Kingdom with Troubles and 
Confufion, Henry of Navarre^ who was 
afterwards Henry IV, as the next Heir, 
pretended to it in his own Name ; and for 
his Party had the Calvinifts of France^ 
■Qntcn Elizabeth of England^ and the Pro- 
tcftant Princes of Germany, all ready to 
fupport his Pretenfions. The Princes of 
the Houfe of Guife, fupported by the 
League, which was grown very ftrong, 
maintain'd in Appearance the pretended 
Right of Cardinal i3(?i/r^^;/, but eflfeftually 
were grafping at the Crown. The Queen 
Mother, Catherine Medicis^ who by her 
leng Regency had made a powerful In- 
tcrcft, was for raifing to the Throne the 
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Children of her Daughter, marry*d to tlic 
Duke of Lorrain^ in Contradiftion to 
tht Salique Law. The King, Henry III. 
made a fourth Party j for as he was of 
no great Age, it highly offended him, 
that any fhould be fo bold as to difpute 
about the Succeflion. But his Party, which 
fliou*d have been the ftrongeft, as having 
the fovcraign Power on its Side, was yet 
in tSe& the weakeft. *Tis eafy to imagine 
the Confufion, the Troubles and Diforders, 
which wou*d neceflarilyenfueuponfuch op- 
pofite Pretenfions. The Provinces, the 
Towns, the Villages themfelves, the Cler- 
gy, the Nobility, the Parliaments, were 
all divided ; fome cmbracM one Party, 
and fome another j and every-whcre Things 
fecm*dripcfora Civil War; which, human- 
ly (peaking, could never end but in the 
utter Ruin of all France. But, bccaufe 
thefe oppofite Parties as yet kept within 
fome Bounds, \t was not difficult for the 
young Count to arrive in Savoy^ without 
encountering any Dangers in his Way. 

He was now [An. 1 5 84.3 about 1 8 Years 
old, and extremely handfome ; and thePro- 
grefs he made in Learning and Virtue had 
gain'd himaReputation, which infinitely en- 
deared him to theCount andCountcfs oi Sales. 
She now hop'd, there would be no farther 
Occafion for their parting, andtK^t ftv^ 
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might peaceably enjoy the Fruits of that 
excellent Education flie had given him. 
But the Count of Sales had other Defigns ; 
he thought it nothing to leave him an 
Eftate and a. great Name, unlet he pro- 
vided him with the Means' to fupport both 
the one and the other. For this Reafon he 
refolvM to fend him to ftudy the Law at 
Padudj where the famous. Pancirola 
taught it. with fo much Reputation, ^hat 
he drew Foreigners from all Parts of 
Europe to that Univerfity. 

It was not without DiiHculty that the 
Countefs of Sales confentcdto it : But as it 
. was her Rule to obey her Spoufe, and. he 
likewife had made. it his BuGncfsiio con- 
' vince her of . the ReafonableneI$ of the 
Motives which induced him to deprive 
himfcif for' a time of a Son, who was no 
Icfs dear tohimfelf than he was to her, the 
young Count fet out for Padua^ in a 
very (hort time after his Return to 
Sales. 

Padua ,* the Sec of a Bifliop Suffragan 
of Aquileia^ in the Territories of Venicey 
is the ancienteft Town of Italy ; Venice 
and Rome itfelf will yield to her in that 
Point. It has always been confidcrabic 
for its Largenefs, for the Beauty of its 
Houfes, for its excellent Situadon, for 

the 
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Fruitfulncfe of its Soil 5 for the great Men 
it has furnifh'd from time to time, and 
particularly for its Univerfity, one of the 
moft celebrated in all Europe. It was in 
the Meridian of its Glory, when the young 
Count was fent to it : Byt among the great 
Men, which its Reputation had drawn 
thither, the famous Guy Pancirola^ and the 
learned Jefuite-^«/o«jy Pojfevin^ carry'd the 
Day. Francis of Sales took the one for his 
Profeflbr in Law, and the other for his 
Diredlor > and this great Man, (as eminent 
as he was for his Learning, and fo univer- 
Tally known by thofe important Negoti- 
ations, with which tlic Pope intrufted him, 
in Sweden^ Poland,^ and Mufc^vy) did 
not think it below him to apply himfelf to 
the direfting of a young Scholar > the Holy 
Spirit of God giving him to underftand, 
that he was call'd to an eminent Degree of 
Sandtity, and that he was to be one of the 
greateft Prelates of the Church. In effc<a-, 
as he was one Day difcourfing with him 
concerning his Studies, the young Count 
told him, that, tho' he lik'd the Law well 
enough, he found in himfelf a much 
ftronger Inclination to the Study of Divi- . 
nity: Father Pojfevin anfwer*d, that he 
was in the right j that this latter would 
prove far more ufeful to him than the 
former •, that God had not dcfi£ci*d him 
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plead at the Bar, but to preach his Word 
to fome rebellious People, and to maintain 
the Faith and Religion in his Country; . 
that he ought with his greateft Care to : 
qualify himfelf for fo fublimfj a Miniftry 5 f 
diat Learning without Virtue would never 
do, nor Virtue without Learning j that 
fuch as were only caird to labour for 
their own SatisfaAion, might content them- 
ielves with being good ; but that God 
expedted fomewhat more from thofe he 
affum'd to the Miniftry of his Word ; 
that the Lips of Priefts were to be a Trea- 
fury of Knowledge ; and that before tliey 
could come to be the Oracles of the People^ 
they ought to be prepared to anfwer an 
Infinity of Difficulties, concerning which 
it was every-body'g Right to confult them. 
He added, that in the many Journeys he 
had made in Obedience to his Holinefs, 
through the Territories of heretical Princes, 
he had found by Experience, that the Ig- 
norance of the Clergy had more con- 
tributed to the Progrefs of Herefy in the 
laft Age, than the People's Propenfion to 
Irreligion •, that upon the main, the He- 
retics were better ftock'd with Confidence, 
than with Learning 5 and that they ow'd 
the Succefe they had had to the profound 
Ignorance which, like a Cloud, o'crfpread 

aU 
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all Europe^ when they firft appeared in the 
World. 

■; FsLther Pqffhinj who had difcover'd in 
; die young Count an admirable Fund of Wit 
, and folid Judgment, contented not himfelf 
with giving him this Advice, but ofFer'd 
to .'be the Director of his Studies, as well as 
Df his Confcience. He allow'd him every 
Day two Hours of his Time •, he expli- 
cated to him 5/. 7'homas^s Sum ; they read 
; together the Controverfies which Cardinal 
Bdlarmin had lately publifti'd j he fhew'd the 
Force of the Objeftions, and their Anfwers ; 
and even train'd him up to Eloquence, of 
which he himfelf was a great Mailer. The 
i young Count fiilly anfwer'd Father PoJfev%tf% 
■ Care, with an Afliduity and Application 
\ fttfficient to break tlirough greater Difficult 
: ties, than oiie of his Parts could poffibly 
: meet withaL It is not therefore to be 
wondered, that he prov'd afterwards lb 
' fuccefsBil againft the Heretics ; in vain 
f did they attribute his Vidtories to that' 
\ charming Meeknefs, which it was fo diffi- 
cult to withftand. In thefe Occafions the 
Heart is never to be gain'd, 'till one has 
found the Way to convince the Under* 
(landing; Meeknefs,^tis true, may vanquish 
Obftinacy, but 'tis Learning alone that can 
beat down Error^ and remove thofeOb- 

ftackS) 
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ftacles, which an haughty Genius fets 
between itfelf and the Rays of Truth* 

But Father Pojfevin^s Care for the young 
Count was not wholly confin'd to the making 
him a Scholar. He had found in him a 
Heart according to that of God ^ a Heart 
pure, humble, and docil j a Heart, which 
Grace feem'd to have framed for the Prac- 
tice of the higheft Virtues: And he made 
it his Bufinefs to cultivate, and toftrengthen 
it; againft every Thing which might pof- 
fibly (lain its Purity : He inftruSed him 
- how to confider God in all that fell within 
his Sight 5 to raifc himfelf to him by means 
of thofc very Creatures^ from which we fo 
often take OccaficMi to depart from him; 
to obferve, that all human' Occurrences are 
forefcen by his Omnifciencc, and are fub- 
jcft either to his pofitive or permiflivc 
Will. Then he train'd him up to Prayer,' 
to Meditation, and to Contemplation ; in 
a word,« he concealed nothing from him 
which any ways belonged to that divine ' 
Art of guiding Souls j and he fpar'd no 
Pains to qualify him for thofe great Defigns, 
which he found were laid in Heaven con- 
cerning the young Count. And we have 
ftill fome Rules of Life, as well as for the 
fpiritual as civil Part of it, yfhich. Praxis 
cxafily followed at Padua^ that probably 

were 
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were prefcrib'd him by this pious and learned 
Rch'gious. 

§. 6. ButtheConverfatiori,whichirj;jrw 
of Sales had with Father PoJ/ivin, did 
not leflfen his Application to the Study of 
the Civil and Canon Law > and he made 
the greater Prcigrefs in it, becaufe Panel- 
rola^ being charmed with the Excellency^' 
, of his Wit, with his difcrcet Behaviour, 
' with his Induftry and Application, over 
and above the public Lcflbns, took a 
Delight in giving him particular Inftruc- 
: tions. This Preference drew upon him 
the Envy of fome, who took his regular 
Life to be a tacit Genfureupon their Dif- 
ordcrs. They iniagi^*d,' that his retired 
way of Living was grounded in Cowardice^ 
or in a natural Weakncfe of Mind j and 
that it was not poflible for one fo reftrv'd 
as he was„ to be ^ Man* of Courage and 
Refolutipn. . * Vpon thefc falfe Prejudices^ 
one Evening, as he returned all alone from 
walking, they attacked him in. a byci 
Place ; imagining he would have taken 
\ to his Heel^, and that then they (hould 
have an Opportunity to ruin his Reputa- 
tion : But the young Count, who knew 
he might lawfully defend himfelf," drawing 
L his Sword, and giving them a Reception 
I which they little; exppdled, they pretended 
i they had miftakcn their Man, beg; A \\\^ 
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Excufe, and retir*d in no fmall -Surprife- 
at his Refolution. 

This Adventure was followed by ano- 
ther, which it is hard enough to touch 
upon, but yet it muft not be omitted, by 
' reafon of the Reputation which it gain'd 
to the young Count's Virtue. The cxadt 
Chaftity he obferv'd gave frequent Mat- 
ter of Raillery to his School-Fellows ; 
who not being able to imagine that fo 
handfome a young Man could, at the 
Age of Twenty, be as continent as he 
feem'd to be, refolv*d to put his Virtue to 
the utmoft Teft. There was then at 
Padua a famous Courtezan, lately come 
from the Kingdom of Naples. She was 
young, beautiful, and fall of Wit ; and 
all of them had experienced the Force of 
her Charms, and unhappily yielded to 
them. They told her of the young Count , 
€f Sales t they extoU'd him for his graceful 
Behaviour, his Youth, his Quality, and 
in fine omitted nothing that might encou- 
rage this wicked Woman to attempt his 
Ruin. In concert with her they took the 
neceflary Meafurcs to draw him into the • 
Snare, and promised her they would bring 
him the firft Opportunity. It had been 
no eafy matter to have made their Words 
good, had the young Count known to 
wkat Place they defign'd to carry him. 

For 
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For that Reafon they took great Care to 
conceal it ; and in the Vifit they made 
him, all their Time was laid out in the 
Commendations of a famous Lawyer, 
who they pretended to be lately arrlv'd 
at Padua ; they told him, that this fame 
Perfon was a Prodigy of Knowledge, and 
that Pancirola himfelf was no better than 
a School-boy to him. Here was enough 
laid, to inflame the Count with a Defirc 
of his Acquaintance. They offered to 
introduce him *, and the Count taking 
them- at their Word, they conduced him 
to the Courtezan, making him believe it 
was the Lawyer's Lodgings. She pcr- 
fonating his Daughter, came to receive 
them ; told them, that her Father was 
bufy in his Clofet with Ibme Perlbns of 
Quality, who were come to advife with 
him about Matters of Confequence ; and 
that he had fent her to entertain them, 
till he cou'd have the Honour to receive 
their Vifit. No fooner had they entered 
into Difcourfe, but thofe who had brought 
the Count retired, fome upon one Pre- 
text, and fome upon another, fo that he 
was left alone with the lewd Woman. It 
were dangerous to relate the Things that 
happen'^d on this Occafion. All that may 
be faid is this, that fhe carried her Im- 
pudence to the utmoft Stretch, aud tXv^jiX. 
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God fo ftrengthcn'd the Count, as to 
icfift her and prcfervc his Virtue. 

The Rage, into which this Woman was 

traniportcd to fee herfelf derpis'd, will be 

bcft known by what fhe did in Revenge. 

She began to cry Thieves, and immediately 

the Neighbours ran in to her Afllftance, 

and were juft carrying off the Count to 

Prilbn, when his Companions, who were 

not far off, came and refcu*d him from 

their Hands. The Count thank'd them 

for diis good OiBce, but at the fame time 

gave them to underftand, that he was not 

fuch a Fool as not to penetrate the ill 

Turn they would have done him ^ and 

fix)m that Day forward he entirely difbanded 

from their Company j this Adventure 

making him more cautious than ever. 

But it fometimes happens, that God per- 
mits Occafions to follow thofe, that fly ' 
them. At the fame time a certain Italian 
Princefs was at Padua^ for the fettling of 
fome Affairs relating to her Family. 

Hiftory gives us no Account of her 
Name, but only lets us know (he was 
very rich, and that fhe endeavoured to 
indulge her Paffions at any rate. She one 
Day met the young Count at Church; 
and the OfHce, which had drawn him 
thither, being of fome Length, gave her 
fu/Hcient Time to confidcr him. The 
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Sight of him fo charmed her Eyes, that 
from that Moment Ihe rcfolv*d to iatisfy 
her Paflion, whatfoevcr it fhou*d coft her. 
Upon leaving the Church, (he caus'd him 
to be watch'd to his Lodgings •, flie exadlly 
informed herfelf of his Circumftances 5 flie 
got to underftand what he was, and what 
Bulineis kept him at Padua ; but fhe 
learnt at the fame time, that he led a mo(t 
retir'd Life, that he made Profeflion of 
the ftridteft Virtue, that he had no man- 
ner of Convcrfation with Ladies, that on 
the contrary he was obferv'd to decline 
their Company as much as Civility wou'd 
permit, and that he was thought incapable 
of an Intrigue. 

Thefe Accounts made the Princefs in a 
manner to defpair. But fqgie Paflions are 
inflamed by Difficulties, and of this Na- 
ture was that of the Princefs. She imagined, 
that the Conftancy of the young Count 
wou'd not be able to withftand her Offers, 
that Money would purchafe any thing, 
wd at laft would make way for her to his 
Heart Francis of Sales^ as retir'd as he 
was, convcrs'd with fomc particular Com- 
panions, who feemM above the reft to 
defervc his Friendfhip, upon account of 
their fingular Wit and Virtue, and appli- 
cation . They now and then walk'd abroad 
together, and took fomc innocent DWex- 
C 2 i\oiv^\ 
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fions; which, without Prejudice to Piety, 
helped to refrcfli their Spirirs, and recruit 
their Strength. For, in efFeft, the Virtue of 
the Count was not of that uncivilized and 
lavage kind, that's an Enemy to Society. 
No body more agreeable than himfelf in 
Converfetion ; he allow'd of inoffenfive 
Railleries \ and the Sweetnefs of his Tem- 
per rendered him fo compliant, that every 
body fouglit his Company. But of thefe 
that had a Part in his Friendfhip, there 
was one whom he valu'd above all the 
reft; and a Conformity of Humour, Study 
and Inclination, had made them very in- 
timate. The Count took him to be one of 
folid Virtues but its Foundation muft be 
very firmly laid, to withftand the Artifices 
and Bribes of aipowerful Lady, whofpares 
for nothing to gain her End. He fufter'd 
himfelf to be gain'd by the Princefs, for 
her Prcfents dazzled his Eyes, and her 
Promifes debauch'd his Heart j he con- 
fpir'd with her againft the Innocency of his 
Friend, and promised he would leave no 
Stone unturn'd, to make him favourable to 
her Paffion. 

In great Straights he was, when he 
came to make the Propofal to the Count. 
But judging of his Heart by his own, and .: 
imagining he wou'd not be able to with- ] 
Rand the Offers he had to make to him, ] 

h^ 1 
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he began to talk to him of the Princcfi, of 
the paffionate AfFcftion fhe had for him, 
and of the Orders fhe had given him to 
offer with her Pcrfon all the Riches, of 
which the World knew fhe was Miflrefs. 
He promised him in her Name, that the 
Intrigue fhould be always kept fecret ; and 
therefore would be no Blemifh to his Re- 
putation •, and he added, that he knew as 
well as himfclf, how unfafe it was to 
refufe the Offers of fo great a Princefs y that 
a Woman in Power, who loves and is 
neglefted, is capable of meditating what 
Revenge fhe pleafes ; and that, for his part, 
he trembled at the Profpeft of the impend- 
ing Dangers, fhou*d he prove fo weak and 
inconfiderate, as not to cultivate the prefcnt 
Occafion, which any one but himfelf wou*d 
be greedy to embrace. 

The Count was fo furpris'd at this Dif- 
courfe, that he did not think of interrupting 
it 5 but at laft refiefting, that there had been 
a great deal too much of it, that Temp- 
tation enters no lefs by the Ears than by the 
Eyes, and that there is always Danger in 
hearing what cannot be proposed without 
a Sin ; Cruel Friend^ faid he, what have I 
done to youy or rather what Injury has God 
done you ^ that you Jhou'd join thus with his 
Enemies^ to help them to ruin a SouU whichy 
you know^ he redeemed with all bis Blood ? 
C 3 Ht 
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He has done the fame f$r your's^ and is not 
this enough to witb-hotd you from fuggejling 
fucb ftmghts to me ? Tou may tell your 
^ Princefs what you fleafe : But ^ for my part ^ 
I declare toyouy Pll have no more Converfa* 
tion with you^ nor will lever admit of any 
with her. At thefe Words his perfidious 
Friend was perfeflly thundcr-ftruck ; retir'd 
in great Confufion ; and he afterwards 
confefs^d, that he had made his Fortune, 
cou'd he have brought the Count to con- 
defccnd to the Princels. 

But fo far was he from it, that fearing 
fomc frcfh Attacks, and leaft he might 
find himfelf at laft to hold Intelligence 
with the Enemies of his Salvation, he re- 
doubled his Prayers and Aufterities. He 
reproached himfelf, that his Ingratitude for 
thofc infinite Graces God had mercifully 
beftow'd on him, and his Ncgleft in cor- 
refponding with them, had brought upon 
him thefe terrible Temptations. The difmal 
Mifcarriages of his Companions, which he 
daily heard of, inftrufted him in that necef- 
fary Leffon of Self-difiidence; their Weak- 
nefs informed him of his own ; with Fear and 
Trembling he confider'd the Dangers that 
furrounded him; the powerful Enemies 
without, and the more terrible which he 
found at Home, filPd him with a pious 
Apprehenfion. From thcfc Rcfledlions he 

coa- 
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concluded, that God was all his Strength, 
that in him his whole Confidence was to 
reft, and that it were in vain to look for 
his Relief, unlefs on his own part he cor- 
refponded with them, and gave him the 
Preference to all the World. Thus it is, 
that every thing turns to their Advantage 
who feek after God with a fincere Heart ^ 
the Temptations, which overthrow fo many 
others, ferve only to fix them the more 
firmly in his Love ; and their Salvation is 
frequently help'd forward, by thefe fame 
Enemies, who had plotted their Dcftruc- 
tion. 

§. 7. But as the young Count,in augment- 
ing his Aufterities, did not intheleaft abate 
his Studies, this extraordinary Application 
fo heated his Blood, that he fell fick upon 
it. Firft, a violent continual Fever brought 
him to a very dangerous Condition, and 
then a Dyfcntery following upon it, imme- 
diately put him paft Hopes of Life. The 
Do6tors of Paduay who were thought to 
be the beft in Italyj were call'd, but to no 
purpofe ; their Art cou*d find no Cure 
againft the Violence of his Difeafe. The 
News of his being at the point of Death, 
in conjunftion with the Reputation he had 
gained, drew to his Lodgings all the con- 
fiderable Perfons of the Town ; every one 
lamented to fee fo handfome and accom- 
_ ^ C 4 iB^VCti^ 
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plifli'd a young Gentleman, who, in all 
appearance, was defign'd for fomeconfidc- 
rable Place in the World, upon the point 
of expiring in a foreign Country, at a 
Diftance from his Friends, in the Flower of 
his Age, and in the very Seafon of reap- 
ing the Fruits of all his Labours and Studies. 
But as for himfelf, alone infenfible of fo 
many Difappointments, wholly intent on 
the Bufinefs of his Salvation, relying with 
great Tranquillity on the Goodnefs of 
God he fo frequently had experienced, and 
careful to make his Profit of the good 
Counfels of Father Pojfevirjy who never 
left him, he comforted his Friends, and 
fpoke of his Death, as a thing he had 
much more reafon to wi(h than to fear» 
The Difeafe increafing, fo as now to ex- 
clude all Hopes, he received the Sacraments 
with fuch Tranfports of Devotion, as made 
People fear he would have cxpir'd that 
Moment. 

Mean while his Preceptor, who tenderly 
lov'd him, was overwhelmed with Grief at 
the Lofs which the Family of Sales^ for 
which he had a great Veneration, was like 
to fuffer, wherein he look'd upon himfelf 
to be no fmall Sharer j for the Count's 
Good-nature made him think he fhou'd 
always find him a Friend in Time of need. 
However, he ufed fo much Violence to 

hitnlclf 



Seft. 7. Si. Francis of Sales. 57 

bimfelf as to afk him what he wou d have 
done with his Body after' Death. The 
Count anfwer'd, how he had always been 
much troubled at the Impiety of the Students 
in Phyfick, who daily dug up the Bodies 
in the Church-yards, in order to praftife 
their Skill in Anatomy ; that himfelf had 
been an Eye-witnefs of the Barbarities and 
Murders which happened on thefe Occa- 
fions between them and the Relations of the 
Dead, who with all the Juftice in the 
World endeavoured to prevent them 5 
that, upon this Confideration, he or- 
der'd his Body to be given up to them for 
to make an Anatomy; that he Ihou'd 
think himfelf happy, if, being he had done 
no Service to the Publick in his Life-time, 
fie might be of fome Advantage to them 
after Death. 

After . fo charitable a laft "Will, which 
was all the young Count made, he feem'd 
no longer to think on Tilings below, but 
made thofe of Heaven his only Entertain- 
ment ; the Profpedl of an happy Eternity, 
wrhich he look'd for at the hands of a mer- 
:iful God, made him with a fort of Im- 
patience to fuffer the few Moments which 
he thought he had to live. But his Hour 
WSLS not as yet comej and when he was 
waiting to give up his Soul, he fell into 
a gentle Slumber, which contintfd for ^. 
e 5 corvRdci;)fe\^ 
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conGdcrablc time, and awakM without a . 
Fever. His Recovery was accounted mi- 
raculous, and People were the more per- 
fuaded that it was fo, becaufe in a very 
flxort time he regain d his Strength, and 
cnjoy'd his perfedt Health. But this feme 
Recovery, which reftor'd him to the World, 
did in efFedt quite feparate him from it ; 
for at the fame time he took a Refolution 
to forfake it, and to embrace anEcdefiaflical 
State ; he perfuaded himfelf, that God had 
allowed him Life for no other end, but 
that he might entirely dedicate it to his Ser- 
vice •, and that he cou'd not better cxprefs 
his Gratitude, than by living wholly for 
him. Nothing was ever able to alter his 
Refolution j and in what manner he put it in 
execution, we (hall fee hereafter. 

He now re-aflum*d his Exercifes of Pi- 
ety with the fame Fervour, and his Stu- 
dies with the fame Application. Some 
time after, having ended his Courfe, and 
pafs'd all the Degrees in the way to 
Doftorfliip, he took the Dodor's Cap. 
Pancirola himfclf chofe to be his Pane- 
gyrift, and fail'd not to extoll the great 
Examples of Virtue he had given to the 
whole Univerfity ; he proposed him as a 
Model to the numerous Affembly of young 
Gentlemen who aim'd at the fame Dig- 
aity^ said foretold that ha vioa'd one Day 
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be the Glory of his Country, of the Church, 
and of his own illuftrious Family. 

The Count had now [ylnno 1591.] 
pafs'd his 24th Year ^ and nis lafl: Sick« 
nefi having only ferv'd to increafe his 
Health and Handfomnefs, he thought of 
nothing elfe but of returning to Savoy ^ that 
he might Ihun the Dangers to which he 
cou'd not but be exposM in fo corrupted a 
City as Padua^ when he receive the Let- 
ters of the Count of Sales^ with Orders to 
travel into Italy. Immediately he fet out 
for Ferraray and went from thence to 
Romej where he was to make a Jonger 
Stay, the Count his Father having be- 
fpoken for him the Fricndlhip of fcveral 
Pcrfons. He took an exaft View of all 
the Rarities of this great City, of all 
the ancient Monuments of Roman Mag- 
nificence, the Rings, the Theatres, the 
Triumphant Arches, the Trophies, the 
Porches, the Pillars, the Pyramids, the 
Statues, the Paintings, and all the other 
pompous Remains that had cfcap'd the 
Flocd of Time, and the Fury of Barba- 
rians, whereby thefe pretended Matters of 
the World hopM to have immortalized 
their Fame. He admired, in thefe Ruins 
of the Vanity of the ancient Romans^ that 
continual Ebb and Tide of Profperity and 
Adverfity; the Fortune and M\sfot\xwv^ 
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of Mankind ; the Rife and Progrefs, and 
Fall of Empires 5 how they fucceed one 
another ; and are built on the Ruins of 
thofe that went before them ; how the 
Conquered become at laft the Matters of 
their former Conquerors j and how amidfl: 
thcfe perpetual Viciflitudes and Revolu- 
tions, which carry down all before them, 
God alone is always the fame, free, inde- 
pendent, governing all, without being fub- 
jeft to any Law. He admired like wife 
how the Chriftian Religion cftablifh'd it 
felf upon the very Ruins of this mighty 
Empire, which for many Ages had em- 
ployed its whole Strength in order to de- 
ftroy it J and how by fuch infinite Changes, 
Ro?ne^ which had fo long been the Mif- 
trefs of Error, was now become the Cen- 
ter of Truth, 

But as he always* allowed lefs to Cu- 
riofity, howfoever innocent, than to Piety 
and Devotion, and that he had only taken 
Time to confider the Things which in 
Mome are a Subjedt of Admiration to 
Strangers, in obedience to the Count his 
Father, who had required from him aa 
Account of his Travels \ he employed the 
grcateft part of the Time he ftay'd in 
this famous City, in vifiting the Churches, 
and the Catacumbs, which arc fubterra- 
jDcous Places, where the Chriftians, during 

d\e. 
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the Perfecutions, us'd to bury the Mar- 
tyrs, and alfo to celebrate the holy My- 
ftcrics. At the Sight of thefe Places, con- 
fecrated by the Piety of our Fore-fathers, 
and fprinkled with the Blood of fo many 
glorious Witneffes of Divine Truth, who 
had fo generoufly given their Lives for 
the Defence of this fame Faith, of which 
we now a-days make fo honourable and 
fo peaceable a Profeffion, he encouraged 
himfelf to defend it agaiiift its Enemies ; 
he harboured frefli Defigns of labouring for 
the Converfion of Heretics, fo foon as 
he returned to his Country •, and by a fe- 
cret Fore-fight that he was to be the Bifliop 
of a Town, which is now the Center of 
Error, as Rome is of Truth, he ofFer'd to 
Almighty God his Means, his Time, his 
Studies, and his Life too, in cafe it were 
neceifary, for the Re-eftablilhment of the 
ancient Religion. 

§. 8. At the fame time he very fenfibly 
experienced, how God Almighty watches 
over thofe that feek him, while in a thou- 
fand different Ways he fufFers others to 
perifh, whom he has abandoned to the De- 
fires of their Heart. As he returned one 
Evening, quite weary, from vifiting the 
Places of Devotion, to his Lodgings, 
which he had taken near the Tiber^ he 
found his Servants quarrelling viviK i\\s^ 
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no manner of Trouble, wou'd confine him- 
felf and his Company to any Part fhc Ihou'd 
pJcafe to affign, that the word Corner of 
the Ship wou'd be well enough for him, 
aqd that he (hou'd be in Danger of flaying 
a long time, unlels fhe wou*d allow him 
the Honour to accompany her. The 
Matter and even her own Attendants fpoke 
in his Favour. But the Lady was not one 
Jot mov'd, fhe made him in a fhameful 
manner to go off the Felucca, and it was 
well fhe did not caufe his Baggage to be 
thrown over board. The Count fuffer'd 
this AfFront with his ufual Mceknefs. His 
Preceptor and his Servants were not able 
to diffeiiibie their Anger ; but the Count, 
with that Air of Tranquillity, which .was 
always feated in his Countenance, told them,, 
they ought to fubmit to God*s Will j that 
Things, the moft cafual in appearance, 
were regulated by the fpecial Difpenfations 
of Providence, and that they fhou*d remem- 
ber what happen'd at Rome to the Lodgings 
they were forc'd to quit ; and he added,. 
This Sea is veryfuhjeol to Storms^ and many^ 
fet from the Port that never come to the 
Place iraended. 

His Cc>nj.!(5lure prcv'd true, the Hea- 
vens were clear, the Air ftill, the Sea. 
calm, the Wind favourable, every thing 
Ccen^M to promile a happy V oy age. But in 
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a Moment the Wind chopt about, and blew 
furioufly againft them ; the Heavens were 
all covered with thick Clouds, and there 
arofc one of the moft furious Storms that 
had been known in the Memory of Man. 
the Felucca being dreadfully fhatter'd, in 
vain endeavoured to regain the Haven, and 
funk in the Sight of the Count and his Com- 
pany, not one being able to fave himfelf. 

This /ad Spcftacle was a fre/h Motive to 
the Countjto place all his Confidence in God, 
and to pay to the Orders of his Providence 
a blind Obedience. He had admir'd, how 
it direfted all Things to the End it had 
propos'd, by Ways and Means above the 
Reach of human Prudence ^ how what 
appeared to be no other than an EfFc<5t of 
Chance, a cafual Incident of fecond Caufes, 
and contrary to all the Rules of human 
Wifdom, is under the Direftion of a fove- 
reign Wifdom, and ferves always to illuf- 
trate the Mercy or the Juftice of Almighty 
God. 

Mean while the Storm ceas*d, the Air 
cleared up, the Sea grew calm, and the 
Count met with another Opportunity of em- 
barking. The Mafter, the Mariners, and 
every body fell to gaming and feafting -, 
only the Count, whofe ForeCght proved 
feldom falfe, feem'd penfive, and took no 
Part in what pafs'd in the Ship. His 
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Preceptor perccivy it, and a{k*d him the 
Reafon. I admire^ faid he to him, how 
tbefe People^ when there is hut an Inch 
Board between us and Deatb^ have the 
Courage to give themfelves to Gaming. JVe 
have juft now been Eye-witnejfes of a difmal 
Sbipwracky nothing is fo inconftant as the 
Sea\ the Storm is but juft cea^^d ; this 
Gulph is famous for Tempejts : Who knows 
hut there hangs over us a Danger equal to 
what we havefeen. Then he added, L/efs 
pray to him who commands the Winds and 
Sea^ and leave the reft at their prophane 
Diverfions^ which are fo unfuitable to our 
prefent Circumftances. The Preceptor, 
who highly efteem'd his Virtue, and was 
himfelf a Perfon of extraordinary Piety, 
ofFerM to fay the Divine Office with him. 
They had fcarcely begun, when theMafter 
perceiv'd it, and began to fcolF at them, 
adding, that Monks and Votaries always 
brought him ill Luck. The next Moment 
the Wind veer'd, and there blew a Storm 
well nigh as furious as the former, which 
had fwallow'd the Felucca above-mention'd. 
The Mirth of the whole Veflel was im- 
mediately chang'd into Fear and Defpair ; 
and the moft courageous amongft them 
thought it high Time to pray. Only the 
Captain, perfifting ftill in his Brutifhnefs, 
repeated over and over with moft hor- 
rible 
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rible Blafphemies, that he expe6l:ed no 
better ; that thefc long Prayers never ferv'd 
for any thing but to raiie Storms, and 
that it were well done to throw them over 
beard. The Count's Governor, as he 
was naturally choleric, not able to bear 
any longer with his Infolence, was about 
to anfwcr and reprimand him for his Blas- 
phemies •, but the Count delir'd him to con- 
iider, that his Rcmonftrances wou'd only 
exaiperate the Brute, and hinder him 
from doing it, bearing all the while with 
incredible Patience the Affronts he con- 
tinually gave him. 

However, theVeflfel weather'dthe Storm, 
and they happily arrived at Port Catholica^ 
when the Captain not being able to contain 
his Joy for his Deliverance out of fo great 
a Danger, the Count took this Occafion 
to give him the Correftion his Blafphe- 
mies had deferv'd. He fpoke to him with 
much Warmth, but with no lefs Meekncfs. 
The Inhumanity of theMan cou'd not hinder 
him from obferving, how the Count, in- 
fenfible of every thing but what offended 
God, faid not one Syllable of all the rude 
Language he had given him ; he cou'd 
not but admire fo great a Moderation ; 
he accus*d himfelf of what he was not ac- 
cused of J fell at his Feet, afk'd his Pardon, 
and promised an Amendment. So true it 



i 
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is, that Correftion given in due Seafon, 
and tempered with Mecknefs,fcldom fails of . 
it's EfFedh 'Tis the ill-timing of it, and . 
the Harfhnefs which fo frequently accom- 
panies it, that generally fpeaking renders 
it unprofitable. There's no Medicine fo 
bitter, but one can be refign'd to take it, . 
in cafe there be. fome Skill us'd to allay its : 
Bittemefs. 

§,9. All the Company being reimbark'd, 
they arrived fafe at Venice. The Count 
continued here as long as it was neceflary to 
fee the Rarities of the Town, and fend an 
exadt Relation of them to the Count his 
Father; who had required him fo to do. 
Few Cities in the World fee a greater Con- 
courfc of Foreigners : Its admirable Si- 
tuation, its Greatnefs and Magnificence, 
and the Liberties which are taken there in 
the way of living, invite them to it. TPhe 
Count met with Tome Gentlemen of Savoy 
and Piedmont^ whom Curiofity had drawn 
thither as well as himfelf. Being Subjedls 
of the fame Prince, they foon made an 
Acquaintance ; but the Count obfcrving 
how they abandoned themfelves to Lewd- 
nefs, which in this City reigns more than 
any-where elfe, his extreme Refervednefi 
foon broke the Friendfhip, which had been 
the Work of Chance, without any Con- 
formity of Manners to cherilh and mam- 
tain 
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tain it. There was only one of them that 
ftuck to him ; but not being Matter of fo 
much Courage as to rcfift Occafions and 
ill Example, he quickly rendered himfelf 
unworthy of his Friendlhip. The Count 
had it from fome of unqueftionable Credit, 
that in Compliance with ill Company, he 
had fpcnt the Night in a Place of De- 
bauchery, where all manner of Exceffes 
were committed 5 upon this, he relblv'd 
to have no more to do with him. But 
being troubled at the Lofe of a Soul, in 
whom he had remarked very lingular Dif- 
pofitions to Virtue, he refolv'd at the 
fame time to let no Endeavours be want- 
ing, to retrieve him from the Dangers 
into which he had thrown himfelf. He 
zealoufly reprefented to him the pernicious 
EflTeflis of Impurity 5 the Pains which 
God has annex'd to it in this World and in 
the next 5 that final Impenitence feldom 
fail'd to attend it, when once 'tis grown into 
an Habit ; that Blindncfs and Hardnefs 
of Heart were its infeparable Confcquence : 
In a word, he omitted nothing that was 
capable to touch a Soul, which had any 
Remains of the Fear of God, and of his 
terrible Judgments, which he exercifes 
upon fuch as abandon themfclves to thele 
Diforders. 
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God gave a Bleffing to the Count's 
pious Intentions ; and Grace feconding his 
Difcourfe, the young Man reformed, enter'd 
upon a Penance proportion d to the Heinouf- 
neft of his Crime, and left Fenice^ that he 
might {bun the Occafion of a Relaple. 

The Count himfelf left it fome timo 
after-, and having finifli'd his Voyage of 
Italy^ht arriv'd fafe at the Cattle of Tuille^ 
where all his Relations, upon Notice of hia 
Return, were met to receive him. It 
were hard toexprefs the Joy of the Count 
and Counted of Sales on this Occafion. 
The Charafter they had had of the young 
Count their Son, and what they now beheld 
with their own Eyes, did equally con- 
tribute to their Satisfadion. He was 
then in his fix and twentieth Year, and fo 
accomplifiiM in all refpe£ls, that it was not 
an eafy thing to match him. He was tall, 
well-lhap*d, of a ftrong Conftitution, had 
a clear Voice, regular Features, an happy 
Phyfiognomy, and a charming Meeknefi 
in his Looks and in all his Motions, which 
was hardly to be withftood. What is laid 
above, and what mutt be laid hereafter is a 
convincing Proof, that thePidture wehavc 
here given of him has nothing of Flattery 
in it. His Underftijnding was anfwerablc 
to his ©ody •, it was folid, lively, and pene- 
trating J he had made it his Care to 

cdwuc 
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cuIaVate it in all the Ways that might help 
toincreaie its native Beauty ; he wasvers'd 
in Languages, in Philofophy, in Divinity, 
in civil and canon Law ^ andfo far he was 
from negleding polite Learning and Elo- 
quence, that as he had had the Advantage 
of excellent Mailers, who let him into all 
die Secrets belonging to that difficult Artof 
perfuadingMen, he made fuch a Progrefs 
therein, as rendered him one of the moft 
eloquent Men of his Age. What he 
Ipoke in public was deliver^ with .a 
wonderful Grace, and afterwards in familiar 
Converlations by fweet and winning Beha- 
viour he gain'd thofe whom he cou*d not 
move by his public Difcourfes. The Ap- 
plaufe he merited at Paris^ and the Court 
of France^ the difficult Affairs which he 
manag'd with Succefs, the Converfion of 
feventy-two thoufand Heretics, will prove 
what I advance beyond Contradiftion. 
His profound Humility obliged him to con- 
ceal in part his eminent Talents, and fre- 
quently to ftrip himfelf of the Glory hede- 
ferv*d. His plain and unaffefted Exteriour, 
his continual Attention to decline whatever 
might draw upon him the Eyes and Ad- 
miration of Men, his Life of Retirement, 
and his Averfion toRenownand Splendour, 
have roVd the Public of the greateft 
part of his illuftrious QuaUut^i box. 
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however, there ftill remain fufficient In- 
ftanccs, to convince all whofhall read this 
Hiftory, that he was one of the grcatelt Pre- 
lates God has raised for the Good of his 
Church. 

But, fmce 'tis nothing that's bred in 
Man, no advantageous Qualities of the 
Body, nor even thofe of the Underftanding, 
that make the Saint, but the Ufe they arc 
put to ; I muft add, that he was pos- 
lefs'd of an Heart, which was candid and 
upright, fincere and difinterefted, per- 
fectly refign'd to the Orders of Provi- 
dence, a Heart that on every Occafion 
fought nothing but God, was wholly taken 
up in Endeavours to pleafe him, and infi- 
nitely rais'd above all that's capable to imi- 
tate the Vanity or Paflion of Man ; an Heart, 
generous and undaunted, a Match for the 
greateft Dangers, never to be over-aw'd 
with the Fear of Death itfelf ^ and fiU'd 
with a Meeknefs, which nothing in the 
World was ever capable to difcompofe. 
Of all thefe Qualities, none is fo univer- 
fally known as the laft. But all do not 
know, that this fame Meeknefs was not 
implanted in his Nature, but acquired with 
great Pains taken, after many Confli<5ls 
and many Viftories over himfelf ^ he was 
naturally of a quick and paffionatc Tem- 
per, asheconfefTcshimfelt j in his Writings 

too. 
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too we find a certain Fire, and even a kind 
of Impetnofity, which renders it unquef- 
donable ^ ,and his Gail, which after his 
Death was found in a manner quite petri- 
fy'd, was look'd upon as an inconteftable 
Proof of the continual Violence he had 
us'd to himfclf. But by the Dint of ftudy- 
ing in the School of a God who was meek 
and humble of Heart, he learnt to be fo 
too. He chofe it for his favourite Virtue, 
as having put him to greater Charges to 
obtain it, and as being the lead: ally'd to 
his Complexion. It was Grace that 
beftow'd upon him what Nature had 
deny*d him. To this End it was necef- 
iary it IhouM change him into another 
Man ; but nothing is impoffible to it, 
when it finds that docil Heart, which 
Salomon beg'd of God, as the moft re** 
markable Favour he cou'd receive at his 
hands. It was from thefe Principles we 
have here defcrib'd, as from fo many Foun- 
tains, that fprang thofe Godly Aftions, 
thofe pure Intentions, thofe elevated Mo- 
tives, which already we have- obferv'd, 
and fhall fee more at large in the Sequel of 
this Hiftory. 

§. 10. Francis of Sales had fcarccly had 

Time to reft himfelf after the Voyage h* 

had ended, when the Count his Fath.ci' 

. thought fit he Ihou'd go to dnmcy^ v.o 

Vol. h D v^^^^x. 
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waic on the Bifhop of Geneva^ Claudius 
<Gramer y a holy and learned Prelate, of 
itpoftolic^ Meekneis and Simplicity, who 
f)ia(fd all his Glory in the well dilcharging 
<£ his Miniftry, and was an intimate 
Friend of the Count and Countefs of Sales. 
Th^ he had neither a gteat Retinue 
<Pi&c <:oftiy Furniture^ but on the contrary 
4eontenin*d thofe tain and pompous Ap^ 
fi^aranceS) which thefe latter . Ages ha^e 
bought into the Church^ his Charad:er 
iwas nottheleis refpefted \ the Clergy, the 
Kobility, and the People had equally 
a Veneration for him ^ and without any 
t)thcr Support 4:han that of his Virtue, ho 
^overn^d ^his great Diocefs with a nxmi 
abfokte Amhority than thofe worldly Ad« 
vantages cou'd have procuf'd him. He 
recciv'd the young Count with that Sweet- 
nefs and Civility which fhin^d in all his 
^&dions $ he difcours'd him for a coiifrde-^ 
rable Time, and conceivM fo great an 
£fteem for him, as to wifh his Succefibr 
might be one like bim; he admir'd to 
fee a Youth of his Years arrived at fo uui- 
common a Degree of Learning, and 
Mafter of fuch eminent good Qualities 
iiatural and acquired, fo referv'd, lb pru- 
^nt, fo modcft^ and how in every Word 
.^d Motion he maintained the Charadler of 
^ft wh^ and-virtuQus Gentleman. 

Their 
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Their Cbnferencc, which had already 
run to a confiderable Length, wou'd noc 
have ended fo foon as it did, had noc 
Notice been girentothe Holy Prelate, that 
the Divines were aflembted, and that they 
only waited his Lordfhip's coming, to 
enter upon the Examinatidnof feveral £c^ 
clefiaftics, who itood Candidates for a 
Benefice. This wife Bifhop never con« 
fer'd any but upon the beit qualify'dj 
Learning and Virtue were the only Re- 
commendation that was needed to gain his 
Favour. The young Count upon thi» was 
for taking his Leave, thinking it wou*d 
notdowellfbra Laic» with his Sword by 
his Side^ to make one of fuch an Aflem^ 
bly ; but the Holy Bifhop detained him, 
and caufing a Chair to be fet for bim^ next 
his own, Tou will not perhaps be of fo little 
Service J faidhetohim, as you imagine^ in 
the RefoliUioncf the Slyefiions that are to he 
ftated. The Difpute began, a great Con^ 
teft aroie, and as it many times h^ppens^ 
there was no coming to an Agreement upoil 
fomc of the Qucftions. The young Count 
heard all that was faid with a cardul At- 
tention, but without any Manner of a Sign, 
that he defu^'d to fpcak his Opinion. The 
Biihop however fail'd not to aik it > at 
firft he excufed himfeif with a great deal 
of Modcfty 5 but the Biihop being vtrf 
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urgent, he gave it j and explicated the 
Difficulties wich that Nicety and Exaftnefs, 
that all agreed to his Decifion. It was no 
fmall Matter of Aftoniihnient to fee a 
young Gentleman, whom they imagined 
to be vers'd in nothing elfc but the ufiial 
Excrcifcs of the Nobility, fo eafily explain* 
liich knotty Difficulties, as hadpuzzlM fo> 
many Divines. So that the Bifhop faid 
thus to him ; Sir^ I told you with good 
Reafon^ that you wou^d not be of fo little 
Service in this Conference^ as your Modefiy 
made you think you Jbou'd. 

The Conference being ended, her {aid tp 
the Company, that this young Gentleman 
had too much Virtue and Learning to 
continue long in the World -^ that he forefaw 
he wou'd one Day be his Succeffor, and 
that he bop'd, Almighty God had this 
Mercy in referve for his Diocefs. This 
Thought infpir*d him ever after with a 
wohderful Kindnelsforhim, ififomuch that 
he called him by no other Name than his 
Son 5 and it gave Birth to that mutual 
and perfe£t Friendfhip, which was not to 
be ended but by the Death of this wife 
Prelate, 

$.11. But the Count of Sales had quite 
aiiQther View as to the Settling, of his Son, 
He thought of nothing elfe . but of en- 
gaging him in the World by Marriage, and 

feme 
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fome Place of Honour in the Parliament 
of Charnberry^ which he hop'd in a little 
Time to procure for him. Upon this 
Defign he fignify'd, that he wou'd have 
him go and get himfelf made Advocate to 
the Parliament of Savoy ; he gave him 
Letters for the famous Antony Favre^ a Par- 
liament-man, a particular Friend of the 
Houfe of Salesj defiring this great Magi- 
ftrate to &vour his Son in his Pretentions. 

Thefe meafurcs were by no means fuit- 
able to the young Count's fccrct Inten- 
tions, nor to the Engagements he had 
taken to Almighty God, nor to the Vow 
of perpetual Chaftity wliich he had made 
at Paris^ and renewed at Loretto*^ nor, in 
fine, to the Refolution which he be- 
liev'd God had infpir'd him withal to cm- 
brace an Ecclefiaftical State : he had fully 
refolv*d to put both in execution, and he 
thought he might do it the more eafily, 
forafmuch as the Count of Sales had fe- 
veral Sons after himfelf, who wou d be 
gjad to enjoy the Advantages which he 
defign'd to leave them. But the extra- 
ordinary Submiflion he paid to his Father 
wouM not fufFer him at this Junfture to 
withftand his Intentions. He thought he 
might comply with thefe Orders, without 
Prejudice to the Refolution already taken 
to give himfelf entrely to God, and that 
D 3 he 
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he fliou'd find fomc better Scafon to dif- 
clofc the Secret to his Father. 

He went upon thisAfl&ir to Cbamherry. 
.Antony Favre^ who was then the greatdi: 
Omament of the ParlianiGnt of Savoy^ 
and afterwards the Prefident, reociv'dhim 
*as the Son of one of his deaieft Friends, 
He kxilg'd him at his Houfe, and allowed 
iiim daily feveral Hours of Difoourfe, 
in order to prepare him for his Reception, 
He imagined the young Count might want 
his Help \ but he loon found he was quati« 
if 6 without it. So that without Delay he 
prefented him to Popel the firft Prefident^ 
and to the whole Parliament, who received 
him with great Marks of Efteem ; and 
commiflion'd Crafusy a Member of the 
Houfe, to examine him. He did it with 
the utnfK)ft Rigour, but diis Exadbiefi 
ferv*d only to fct his Abilities in a clearer 
Light : He made a Report to the Par- 
liament in his favour, and they recciv'd him- 
with an uncommon Applaufe. The fame 
Day the Count made a Speech with fo 
much Eloquence, that it made him every 
body's Admiration ; and the news being 
I'pread, that he was fpcedily to be a 
Parliament-man, he was complimented 
upon it by all the Town. But God, 
who hedotherwife difpofed of him, made 
hjm amends for the Lofs of this Honour 
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by procuring him the entire Friendfliip of 
that illuftrious Member Antony Favre. 

This renowned Magiftrate, who waa 
commonly known by the Name of Baron 
of PerougeSj was a Native of Bourg iri 
Brejfe j he had ftudy'd at TCurin under the 
ikmous Antony Manutius^ where heattain'd 
10 that eminent Degree of Learning, which 
rendered him one of the greateft Men of 
his Age. At his Return into Savoyy his* 
Merits made him known to the Duke his- 
Sovcraign, who advanced him to confide-* 
xable Offices | and he difcharg'd thenv 
with fomuch Honour, that he was rewarded 
with higher Dignities. Ineffefl, he was ap-* 
pointed Lord Chief- Juftice of jBr<f^, before 
this Province was united^.as it is at prefent, 
to the Crown of France j Prefident 01 
the Council of the Genevoi5\ Parliament* 
man^ and, laftof all, firft Prefident of tlic 
Parliament of Chamherry. He was in- 
truded with all the moft fecret Concerns of 
State, which he manag'd with fuch In- 
tegrity and Ability, that he always preferv'd 
the Eftccm and Confidence of his Prince. 
His Works, which are ftill extant, arc fo 
many unqueftionable Proofs of his LiCarn- 
ing. His Piety was anfwerablc to his 
Learning ; and this it was that ifd him. in 
fo ft rift a Bond of Friendfliip to Francis 
of Saics^ that nothing was wex ttoV^v^ 

^'/. D 4 >D\t55s. 
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break their Union. We fhall fee the Fruits 
of it, in the Courfeof this Hiftory. 

The young Count went from Chamherry 
fome few Days after his Admiffion. As 
he pafs'd through the Wood of Sonnas^ he 
had an Accident which deferves to be re- 
lated. He was talking with his above- 
mentioii'd Preceptor, when his Horfe 
fhjmbled to that Degree, that notwith- 
ftanding he was a very good Horfeman, he 
fell to the Ground. The fame Accident 
happened thrice before they got out of the 
Wood, and yet he received not the leaft 
Hurt 5 but every ^ime he went to mount 
again, he pcrceiv'd that the Violence of the 
Fall had thrown his Sword out of the 
Scabbard, and the Scabbard too out of 
his Belt \ and that all the three times 
the Sword and Scabbard had form'd as exa6l 
a Crofs as if one had endeavoured to lay 
them in that Form, 

Francis of Sales took notice of it, and 
made his Preceptor do the fame. No Man 
living was lefs given to Superflition, than 
he was then and ever after : But he always 
gave great Attention to every thing that 
might point out to him the Will of God. 
He believ'd he dcfign'd to let him under- 
ftand by this Accident, which effedually was 
fomewhat fmgular, that his Divine Majefty 
approved not of his engaging, as he had 
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done in the World ; that he was called to 
follow the Crofs 5 and that God had per- 
mitted this Accident, on purpofe to remind 
him of the Refolution he had taken to 
quit the World, and embrace anEccIefi- 
aftical State. He imparted his Intentions 
for the firft time to his Preceptor, defir'd 
him to make it known to the Count oi Sales ^ 
and to ufe his Intereit to gain his Confent. 

The exadt Piety, which the young Count 
had hitherto fhewn on all Occafions, 
.ought in reafon to have hinder'd him from 
• thinking his Proportion Ilrange -^ he was 
yet as much furpris'd at it, as if he had 
never had Caufe to fufpeft. it. . Being a 
Perfon both of Piety and Learning, he 
was afraid on the one hand of oppofing 
the Call of God, fhou'd he have diverted 
him from his Defign ; but then, on the 
other, as he had a great Concern for the 
Houfe of Salesy he cou*d not bring him- 
felf to approve a Refolution, which de- 
feated all the Ends they had proposM in 
the young Count's Education. This Per- 
plexity, for fomc Space, kept him in deep 
Silence ; but at laft he broke it, and began 
to reprefent to him the Affliction his De- 
fign wou*d caufe to the Count and Countefs 
of Sales J and to all his Relations, who 
for this long time had confider'd him as 
the future Support of their Family \ ^^^ 
D 5 i« 
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was the pcrfeftcft of all Rules ; and there 
needed no more to make a Man a Saint, 
than to bring up his Prafticc to it ; that it 
were an Illufion to think a Perfon cannol 
favc himfclf in a fecular State ; that 
Hciaven was fall of Saints, who had never 
gone beyond it ; and for his part, he had 
ftill lefe Reafon to renounce it, becaufe God 
had made him be born of a Family much 
given to Piety, where he had always feen, 
and always wou'd fee great Examples of 
Virtue 5 and far from meeting with Occa- 
fions of lofing his Soul, wotf d find Prefcr- 
vatives, Ihou'd he ever be tempted taaban- 
don himfclf to the Vices and Diforders of 
the Age j that it wou'd be a ftrange thing 
did all' virtuous Perfons quit the World, 
it (landing in need of great Examples, and 
of Perfons of fufRcient Courage to oppofe 
the Torrent of Cuftom and Corruption ; 
that in fine, tho* he was entirely for his 
living to God alone, this was fo far from 
inducing him to approve of his Refolution, 
that on the contrary it oblig'd him to op- 
pofe it 5 that remaining in a fecular State 
with thofe Sentiments God had put in his 
Heart) hewou'dfandlify himfelf, and very 
itiuch contribute to the Sandtification erf" 
mhers; that St. Lewis, St. Henry ^ St. 
Edwardy the blefled Amddeus Duke of 
Savoy, and many more, who, being born 
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to Crowns, found in the World fuch Ob- 
ftacles to their Salvation, as he was never 
like to find in his way, became great Saints 
notwithftanding 5 that one might fafely 
follow the Steps of fuch illullrious Guides ; 
he advis*d him therefore to copy after their 
Example, and to have more Regard to a 
Father and a Mother, who tenderly lov*d 
him, and whom fuch a Refolution wou'd 
probably bring with Sorrow to the Grave. 
The young Count, who had perfuaded 
himfelf, that his Preceptor, being aPricft 
and Dodor of Divinity, and withal a 
Peribn of exemplary Piety, wou*d not have 
opposed his embracing a State he had 
nude his own Choice, was not a little fur- 
pris'd, to find him fo vigorous an Enemy 
to the Refolution he had taken to quit the 
World, that he might wholly attend to 
the Service of God, and the Aftair of his 
Salvation. He look'd at him with his 
charming and invincible Meeknels ^ and 
not doubtbg but that, if he cou'd once be 
brought over to his Opinion, he wou'd be 
the fitteft Perfon to gain the Count and 
Countefe of Salesy becaufe they placed a 
particular Confidence in him, he began to 
reproach him. in this, obliging Manner j 
Howy laid he to him,, can you blame a 
RefolMtiony you yourfelf have taken ? Will 
you ie againji n^y chufmg a State of Lifsi^ 
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which you^ve embraced ? Tou have quitted 
the ff^arldj Mndyou "Wtnid fling me into it^ 
when ffh endeavouring to get out of it. 
Tou did not think you eou*d fave your own 
Soul in ity and you pretend that I may yet 
fave mine^ notwitbflanding I come fo much 
Jhort of you in f^irtue. Whereas now the 
Rule of the Gcffel^ that obliges you to love 
your Neighbour as yourfelf ? Whereas that 
Tender nefs of a Father^ that Sincerity of a 
Friend, you have hitherto Jhevfd ? 

His Preceptor, who had in reality a moft 
tender Love for him, being touched at 
thefe Reproaches, was going to interrupt 
him 5 but the young Count, who by this 
time grew fomewhat warm, wou'd not 
give him time ; he anfwer*d in order all he 
had faid in contradidion to his Defign, 
and concluded in thefe Terms; Believe 
me, I know myfelf better than any body ; 
/ am young J but I eaftly underfiand that 
the Advantages of Nature and of Fortune, 
which you have mentiopfd, much heighten 
the Dangers that are common to all Chrifti- 
ans in the great Affair of Salvation. Infinite 
^re the Precipices that fur round me \ I fee 
a great many^ but Pm^ perfuaded there are 
fnany more which lie out of Sight. I know 
that effectually I have only Virtue in Dejire,^ 
lohd that I carry within me many Sources of 
Vice and Error ^ which need not be rai^d 
~ "" V^sJ^^T.. 
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higher hy the Alluremenis of the ff^orld^ 
in wbicb you wou*d engage me. What will 
it profit me after all^ to gain the whole 
World ^ If Ilofs myfelf : God has given me 
for this long time a firong Averfton to the 
World : and he has given me Grace to 
value nothing in eomparifon of his Fear and 
Love : Don't you then any longer oppofe the 
Defign be has infph^d me withal ; but rather 
help me to put it in Execution : And as I 
am fenftble the greatefi Obfiacles will come 
from them that have given me Life^ and 
under <Sod have the greatefi Title to my 
RefpeSl^ do you endeavour to gain them^ 
and fpare me the AffliSiony it wou^d he to 
me J to do any thing that might difpleafe 
them. 

This Difcourfe very fenfibly aftfted 
the Preceptor •, he admir*d to find, in fo 
young a Perfon, fo perfeft a Contempt 
for all the moft winning Charms and 
.Deceits of the World, and fuch a 
Firmnefi of Mind as was able to keep 
its Ground againft all the moft tender 
Sentiments of Nature ; and being now 
perfuadcd, that he wascaU'd tothe Height 
of Perfijftion, he reply'd, how God was 
his Witnefs, that his Salvation was as dear 
to him as his own, and that he put no 
Difference between their Souls : But that 
their Opinions difFcr'd,. a^ thtir ^fVc\»fc 
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was unequal ; that for his own part> he 
had quitted the World, becaufe he verily 
believ'd he cou*d not have wrought his Sal- 
vation in it, and had never found in himfelf 
the Conftancy he had obferv'd in him for 
the refitting of the World's Corruption ^ 
that the fteady Virtue, which he had feea 
him invariably to maintain, had perfuaded 
him, that he might remain in the World 
not only without lofmg himfelf, but even 
to the Advantage of many others^ who by 
the Power of his Example wou'd be invited 
to the Ways of Virtue -, that he cDu*d not 
deny, but a fccret Deference which he had 
for the Sentiments of the Count and Coun- 
tefs of SaleSi fo contrary to his, had in- 
clined him to oppofe his Choice j that he 
thought the Honour they had done him in 
intmfting him with the Care of his Perfbn, 
their greateft Treafure on Earth, oblig'd 
him to fecond the Defigns they had fore?- 
laid concerning his Settlement ; over and 
above, that the greateft part of young 
People fuEFer'd themfelves to be led away 
byfalfe Lights, andthefirft Heat of an ill- 
grounded Devotion, miftaking many times 
for the Call of God the Tendernefs of 
irregular Piety ; a certain Relifh for Things 
ipirituaJ, which had nothing fteady in it, 
and often ended in a dreadful Repentance, 
andafecret Defpair, which carried, them 
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to Excefles they woifd never have com- 
iDiaed, had they not left the World ; that 
the £jq)erience he had had of the Solidity 
of his Judgment, of the Steadinefs of his 
Heart, and above all of the Care he had 
taken to preferve his Baptifmal Innocence, 
aad the many particular Graces God had 
iavouT'd him withal, amidft thofe dange- 
rous Occafions which fo frequently had 
fiuTounded him, gave him a better Opinion 
of his Vocation ; that he was refolv'd no 
Jonger to oppofe it, but defir'd he might 
be excused from moving it to his Parents ; 
becaufe he had not Courage to give them io 
fe verc a Stroke ; ^nd judg'd of theirTcnder- 
nels by his own, and of the Impreflion which 
a Propofal of this Nature wou'd make upcm 
them, by what it had made 4ipon himfdf. 

§•12. This Conference held on till 
they arrriv'd at the Caftle of Tbuile^ 
whither the Count and Countefs of Sales had 
repaired to receive the young Count, He 
found Matters laid in a Train very contrary 
to his Defigns. The Count of Sales ^ who 
thought of nothing elfe but marrying him 
to Advantage during his Abfence, had 
fct his Eye on Mademoifelle De Vegy^ the 
only Daughter of Baron de Vegy^ Privy 
Counfcllor to the Duke of Savoj^ and 
Lord Chief- Juftice of the Province of 
Chablais. Be&de the Advantagjs of a noble 
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Birth, (he had hkewife thoie of Beauty,. 
Handfomnefe and Riches ; infomuch that 
any Lord in Savoy woa'd have thought, 
faimfelf honoured by fuch an Alliance; 
This Marriage the Count of Sales had 
negotiated for his Son with all his Addreis ; 
he look'd upon the Execution of this Pro* 
jeft as the Mafter-picce of his Wifdom,, 
and he only waited the Return of theyoung. 
Count, to crown the Work ; which wou'd 
infallibly enlarge the Eftate, the Ho^ 
nour and the Reputation of his Family* 
No fooner was his Son arriv'd, but he 
openM the Matter to him, and order'd 
\x\m tt> be in readinefs the next Morning^ 
lo take a Journey, in order to make his 
Pretentions to the Lady^ 

• The young Count was thunder*0Tuck 
at this Propofal. A hundred times was he 
ready to refufe the OflFer, and to tell his 
Father the Resolution he had taken to em- 
brace an Ecclefiaftical State, and as many 
times did the great Refpeft he had for 
him prevent his doing it. He was fen- 
fible what an Incivility it wou'd be, and 
even an Affront, to a Lady of Quality, 
to make his Addreffcs to her, with a dc* 
terminate Purpofe never to marry her. 
On this Occafion he faid to himfelf all that 
a quick and lively Underftanding was able 
to fuggdt ) but ftill his extreme Modefty, 
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and the infuperablc Difficulty he found to 
9ppofe his Father's Will in fo nice a Mat- 
ter, wou'd not give him Power to declare 
his Intentions. The Count of Sales on his 
fide had oUbVd with how much Coldne(s 
his Son receiv'd a Propofal, which, to his 
fehinkingy ought to have tranfported him 
with Joy. Bur, as he was far from fuf- 
pe&ing the true ReafcMi, he attributed it to 
his Modcfty, not doubting but the Beauty 
of MademoifeUe De Vegy wou'd immedi- 
ately overcome an Indifierency, which he 
little imagined to befo well rooted. The 
Day of Departure arriv'd, and the young 
Count had never the Courage to let his 
Father into his Secret They found a moft 
kind Reception at the Caftle of Sdlantbe^ 
whidier the Baron De Vegy had repairtl 
on purpofe to conclude the Marri^^ 
His pretended Son-in*law pleasM him 
wonderfully ; but he was far more pleafing 
in thcEyesof the young Lady his Daughter. 
Never did two young Perlbns fecm to be 
more made for each other : But Heaven 
had other wife ordain'd. The young Count 
could not matter himfelf, but feem'd fo 
uneafy in all his Behaviour, that his Father 
obferv'd it, and leftur'd him feverely for it j 
but no oi!her Anfwer did he make than by an 
abfoluteSilence. This Deportment of his, 
which the Count of ^a/« little expeaed^ob- 
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lig'd him to return without bringing the Af- 
fair to any Conclufion. At his Return he 
reprimanded him a-fre(h ; and the young . 
Count made him no other Anfwer, than that 
he was infinitely forry for having causM his 
Difpleafure. The Countefs of SaleSy who 
was unfpeakably tender of him, us'd all 
the Power fhe had over him, but all in 
vain, to gain his Confent to the Marriage ; 
all the Family's Acquaintance were equally 
unfuccefsful, fo that the Count of Sales 
reap'd nothing from fo many fruitlefi 
Endeavours, but an extreme Perplexity, 
as to the true Reafon, why his Son refused 
fo advantageous a Match. 

But he was at a greater puzzle, when 
the Baron Hermance brought him fix>m 
Turin the Letter- Patents of the Duke of 
Savoy^ for Parliament-man of Chamberry^ 
which this Prince upon hearing of his Son's 
great Merits gave him of his own fipee 
Gift. The young Count refus'd it with 
an invincible Conftancy, and by no Ar- 
•guments whatever wou'd be brought to 
accept of it. On this Occafion the Count 
of Sales was fo highly difpleas'd at him, 
that he was not any longer able to fupport 
the Anguifh which it gave him -, fo that 
he refolv'd at laft to get his true Intentions 
imparted to him. For this End he ad- 
drefs'd himfelf to L^wis of Sales^ a Prc- 
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bend of the Cathedral of Geneva^ and 
his Coufin, who had great Power with 
his Father. 

§.13. Lewis ofSalesy who wasone of great 
Worth and Piety, applauded his Defign, fo 
&r he was from oppofingit ; he engaged to 
manage the whole Bufinefs, only he defir'd he 
might have a little Time to recommend it to 
God Almighty , and to wait fome fit Opportup 
nity to open to his Father an Affair of this 
Nature, which was not to be done with- 
out great Caution. And in this he had a 
ferthcr Defign, Francis Emperor^ Pro- 
vcrft of the Church of Geneva^ and a 
Member of the Parliament of Chamberry^ 
was lately dead -^ the firft Dignity of this 
Cathedral was vacant by his Death. The 
Gift of it was the Pope's. Lewis of Sales 
had feveral Friends at the Court of Rome^ 
he employed them to procure this Benefice 
for the young Count j they ferv'd his De- 
figns, and obtained it ; and, what was very 
remarkable, he fpoke not one Syllable 
of the" Matter to him, not doubting but 
he wou'd the more eafily be induc'd to ac- 
cept of the Dignity, when, for the gaining 
of it, he had not made fomuch asafmglc 
Step. 

And he guefs'd aright 5 the Grant 
came, and then he let the young Count 
know it. But much furpris'd he was 
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at his Anfwer \ that by engaging in an 
Ecckfiaftical State, he had no Defign to 
►enjoy the Benefices j intended to live on 
. his Patrimwiy 5 and look'd on bimfelf 
altogether unworthy of the Place he had 
procured him 5 that it were an In juftice, at^ 
the firft Step, and without paffing through 
the lower Offices, to place a young Man^ 
as he was, without Virtue or ExpcriencCy 
at the Head of the Clergy of fo great a 
Diocefsy next to the Bifliop himfelfs 
that this Place was much fitter for him, 
and that he delir*d he wou'd fuffer him ta 
give up his Right to him | and for his own 
part, was content to be among the taft in 
the Houfe of God. 

But Lewu c€ Sales^ having a ffresit Af- 
cendant over him, reply'd with an Accent 
of Authority, that he commended his 
Humility, which mov*d him to refofe the 
Fl^ce to which his Holinefs had rais'd 
him ; that he agreed with him y that one 
ought not to procure Benefices for onc^s 
felf, but wait the Call of God j but that 
it wou*d argue an incxcuiable Obfti- 
nacy to refiifc them when they were of- 
fered without being fought for -, that he 
knew him better than he knew himfclf i 
that God had provided fo favourable a 
Conjuncture, that he might with greater 
Eafe gain his Parents Confent ; that he 

(Kou'd 
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ihou'd leave all to him ; he wou'd an- 
fwier it to God and Man ^ and doubted 
not but Providence had the fame Defigti^ 
in railing him immediately, and without 
his Co-operatiod, to-a Dignity which came 
£) near ta Epifcopacy. 

The young Count was of all Men 
Stvingthe kaft conceited of his own Judg*^ 
ment % he always fubmitted to the Truth, 
£0 Soon as he difcover^d it, and frequently 
to Authority, when he faw no Reafon to 
miftruft it, and that he judg'd it fufficient 
to warrant his Obedience. The Reafon 
which had been urg'd, of his nojt having 
meddled in procuring the Provoftlhip erf" 
the Church of Geneva^ and the Efteem 
he had for Lewis of Salesy made him to 
accept it. No fooiier had he given his 
Confent, but this charitable Relation went 
to vifit the Count and Countefs of Saks ; 
and having defir'd fome private Difcourfe 
with them, he fliew'd them the Bulk con- 
cerning the Provoftfbip of the Cathedral 
of Geneva^ which he had jufl: obtam'd for 
the Count his Coufin. He told them, that 
fome time ago he had made him his Con- 
fident, as to theDefign he had to leave the 
World, in order to embrace an Ecclcfi- 
allical State ; that this was not a Refolu- 
tion of one or two Days (landing, but taken 
in his tender Youth ; that it was with .a 
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Defign tx) execute it when he came to AgCn a 
that he had ,beg*d their Permiffion to receive 
Tonfure j that out of aSenfcoftheRefpeft ; 
he ow'd to them, he had intreated him to 
obtain their Confent ; and he hop'd their 
Virtue wou'd not fuflfer them to oppofe tte 
Execution of a Delign which came from 
God, fince his whole Aim therein was 
only to fave his Soul ; that he only quitted 
them, becaufe he'prefer'd Heaven to 
Earth, and the Service of God to that 0f 
the World j and that this was the greatefl: 
Reward they cou*d receive in this Life, 
for the particular Care they had taken CD 
initiate him into Piety from his tender 
Years: That upon the whole, he thought 
himfelf oblig'd to^ tell them, he was fo 
confirmed in this Refolution that he wou*d 
never alter it *, and that it were in vain to 
oppofe it, as they might eafily fee, fince 
upon no other account, but that he mi^t 
put it in Execution, he had refused the 
advantageous Match they had procured 
for him, and the Place in Parliament 
which the Duke of Savoy had caused to be 
ofier'd him. 

Never was any Surprife comparable to 
that of the Count and Countefs of Saks* 
They fixt their Eyes upon each other with- 
out Power to Ipeak ; and their Grief not 
fufiering them to anfwer, Lewis of Sales 
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indebted to tliem, wou'd not perhaps be 
of fo little Ufe as they imagined. 

Thefe laft Words gave occafion to the 
Count of Sales to interrupt him, and to 
urge him to accept the Place in Parli-* 
ament the Duke of Savoy had offered him 5 
and he prefs'd him the more upon this 
point, forafmuch as it was not inconfiftent 
with the State he aim'd at, and that his 
Predeceflbr had fo very lately given him 
Example. But the young Count falling at 
his Feet, beg'd him to grant him his whole 
Requeft, and to fuffer him, for the reft of 
his Life, to have no other Bufmefs thaa 
the facred Funftions of the Miniftry, to 
which God call'd him. He added, how 
he had defir'd his Coufin to give him an 
Account of his Vocation, being perfuaded 
he wou*d do it much better than himfelf ; 
that he was there to receive his and his 
Mother's Bleffing, with a Refolution not 
to leave them, till he had gained it. 

Tho' it much difpleas'd the Count to 
fee him refufe an Honour fo conformable 
to the Projedts he had laid, his Tcndernefs 
cou'd no longer hold out againft fo belov'd 
a Son 5 he gave him his Bleffing, and the 
Countefs did the fame ; he took him up, 
embraced him with great Affeftion, and 
faid, I pray God^ my Son^ he may he your 
. Reward in Heaven^ as he is about to he 

E 3 your 
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your Portion ufon Earth. The young 
Count anfwer'd, that, for the better fc- 
curing the EfFefts of his Defires, he beg'd 
Leave to renounce his Birth-Right in 
favour of Lewis of Saks his Brother, whom 
he tenderly lov'd for the fake of his 
great Virtue ; but the Count and Countefs 
deny'd their Confent, and were abfolutely 
for his retaining all his Rights. 

The young Count in a TranfporC of Joy 
immediately went, in company of Lewis of 
Sales^ to take Pofleffion of theProvoftfliip 
of Geneva. On the Way, Lewis of 
Sales perceiving him to be in Tears, alk*d 
if he repented of what he had done. Francis 
anfwer'd, that he was very far from it 5 and 
that he never was in greater Joy ; but that 
he cou'd not think of the extreme Affliftion 
he had caus'd to fuch kind Parents with- 
out being fomewhat mov'd 5 that he did 
not think the Sacrifice, he was going to 
offer to Almighty God, woud be lels 
agreeable to his Divine Majefty^^ for being 
fprinkledwith fome Tears, which the Im- 
preffion of Nature forc'd from his Eyes. 
But fo far was Lewis of Sales from blaming 
them, that he confefs'd he was fo much 
touched himfelf to find his Defign was 
fuch a Subjeft of AfHidlion to the Count 
and Countefs of Sales^ that more than 
once he thought he fhou'd have abandoned 

Kis - 
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his Caufe, and joined with them to oblige 
him to continue in the World 5 but that 
the Firmnefs of Mind, he obferv'd in his 
Behaviour, kept him true to his In- 
tereft. 

§. 14. Upon their Arrival at Annecy^ 
Lewis of Sales made the Chapter of the 
Cathedral be aiflemblcd s Francis of Sales 
prcfented his Bulls (bearing Date March 
the 7th, in the 8th Year of the Papacy of 
Clement VIII.) the Proofs of his Nobility, 
and the Teftimonials of his Studies and 
Capacity. The Chapter examined them, 
and then received him with extraordinary 
Honour, by reafon that the Reputation 
of his Virtue and Learning had already 
rais'd him in the Eftcem of all. The 
Chapter in a full body having put him in 
Pofleflion, he made a Difcourfe to them fo 
full of Swectnefs and Piety, that it intirely 
gain'd him all their Hearts. The News 
being fpread about the Town, where the 
Family of Saks was much refpefted, every 
one exprefs'd how much they rejoic'd 
at it ; and the more, by reafon that 
Francis of Sales had in his own particular 
merited their Efteem. But no body feem*d 
to take a greater Part in this general Glad- 
Titkj than the holy Bilhop oi Geneva •, he 
received him, when he came to wait on him, 
as a Pcrfon, whom God had let him know 
E 4 ftiw:^ 
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fliou'd be one Day his Succeffor, and • 
fliouM edify the whole Church, by the : 
Brightnefs of his Sanftity. He gave him '' 
foine^time after the four lefler Orders, and . 
that of Sub-Deacon, and the following 
Ember-week he ordain'd him Deacon. 
Humble Francis was for obferving the In- 
terrtices appointed by the Church 3 but 
the holy Bifhop, who perfeftly underftood 
the Purity of his Heart, and the Eminen- 
cy of his Piety and Learning, and mightily 
defir'd to hear him preach, was refolv'd to 
difpenfe with him in that regard. The 
Refpedl he bore to his Prelate wou*d not 
fufFer him to conteft it with him. He 
preach'd therefore when but Deacon, and 
with fach Succefs, that it evidently appeared 
God had chofen him to convince and 
convert the Heretics, who were very 
numerous in the Diocefs of Geneva. Three 
Calvinifi Gentlemen, Perfons of Confide- 
ration for their Quality and Learning, 
Dawlly^ Burfin^ and another whom Hif- 
tory does not name, having heard this 
iirft Sermon, confefs'd it mov'd them ex- 
ceedingly, and gave them a better Opinion 
of the Catholic Faith, than they had 
formerly entertained of it. In effedl, it 
was obferv'd, that they no longer rail'd 
againft it, as they had done before. The 
Seqwel of this Hiftory will ihew the Fruits 
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which this firft Seed produc'd in its proper 
Sealbn, and with what Bleflings Heaven 
attended it. 

This Sermon was followed with others, 
which gain'd him an extraordinary Repu- 
tation J and efFeftually he had great Ta- 
lents, both natural and acquir'd, for this 
holy Miniftry ; his Air had a Mixture in 
it of Majefty and Modefty, his Voice was 
ftrong and agreeable, his Motion lively 
and vigorous, but clear of Pride and Af- 
feftation. He negledted not Eloquence, 
particularly in thefe Beginnings-, and he 
us'd to fay, that if others employ 'd it for 
the eftablifliing their Errors, by a ftronger 
Rcafon one ought to make it fcrv\ceable 
cowards raifing Trophies 10 Divine Truth, 
and bruifing the Hardnefs of Man s Heart. 

Thefe outward Qualifications, which are 
not to be negleded, were fupporred by a 
certain Unftion, which Ihew u ch it he ad- 
minifter'd to others trom rhe Fulneis and 
Abundance of his own Heart ; and that, to 
commence Mafter of M^n, he haci made 
himfclf the Difcipk- of Jcfus ( hrift. It 
was always his Girc, Ivtcre he went to 
preach, to renew his Heart in the Pre- 
fence of God by fccrct Sighs ar.d fervent 
Prayer. He had always before his iiyes 
thofe Words of ourSiwiour roncerniriO his 
Precurfor, He was a burning and Jhining^ 
E 5 iiam$ : 
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Lci?np : and they gave him to underftand, 
that, in order to fhine to good purpofc, 
and to enlighten others by the Word of 
Truth, one ought to burn with a Love of 
God, and a Zeal of Souls. He ftudied 
at the Foot of the CruciBx, at leaft as 
much as in hb Books, being perfiiaded 
no Preacher cou'd reap any Fruit, that 
was not a Man of Prayer, and did not 
firft praftife himfelf what he preach'd to 
others. 

§. 15. But as pious as his Studies and 
Employments were, when he faw the 
Time draw near of his being ordain'd 
Prieft, he fet them afide, that he might 
give himfelf to God alone. He aflSgn'dy 
before tliis time came, feveral Hours of 
the Day to the Study of Controverfy and 
School-Divinity ; but now changing his 
Method, he wholly apply*d his Mind to 
the Study of that Divine Science which is 
attained by Prayer and meditating on the 
Holy Scriptures, and of which the Holy 
Ghoft is the only Matter. He had found 
by Experience, that the more the Under- 
ftanding afpires to the Knowledge of God's 
Greatnefs by the Subtleties of the School, 
the more docs the Heart generally fall 
from a Love of him ; that true Wifdom 
is acquired by a Fear of God, by a good 
IJfe, by the Praftice of Chriftian Virtues, 
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and by continually meditating on the Law 
of God ; that many wifh to have their 
Minds enlightened, who at the fame time 
have a real Contempt of Virtue and Juftice ; 
and as he much more earneftly defir'd to 
acquire Sandlity than Science, he governed 
himfelf by this Maxim of St. Auguftin^ * 
that fuch as have learnt of Jefus Cbrift to 
be meek and humble of Heart, make a 
fiir greater Progrefs in the Knowledge of 
God by Meditation and Prayer, than by 
Study and Reading. 

Upon this Confideration, he endeavoured 
to become learned after the manner the 
Saints had done ; and knowing God to 
be Purity itfelf, and that he was not to 
be feen but by pure Eyes, he inccfTantly 
laboured by the Praftice of every Virtue 
to purify his Soul -, to the end he might 
be fufceptible of the Divine Light, and of 
that interiour Unftion which makes one 
knowing in all refpetts. 

It is not to be wonder'd, if having 
brought fuch holy Difpofitions to Prieft- 
hood, he receivd atihis Ordination, info 
great an Abundance, the Fulnefs of that 
principal Spirit, wherein confifts the true 
Charader of a Prieft, and the whole 
Strength of a Pallor j and that every 

* Efifl. 111. 
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time he celebrated thofe tremendous My- 
fterieSjthere appeared in his Eyes and Coun- 
tenance a Fire, which outwardly exprefs'd 
that other, which inwardly inflam'd his 
Soul. 

From that time forward he was obferv'd 
to decline, with his utmoft Care, whatever 
might feem to gain him the Applaufc of 
Men. Content to plcafe God, and aiming 
at nothing elfe but the Advancement of his 
Glory, he feldom preachM in Towns j but 
ran about to Cottages and Country -Villages, 
inftrufting an Infinity of poor People, that 
liv'd within the Pale of Chriftianity, with- 
out knowing in a manner what it meant. 
He took a Pleafure, after the Example of 
Jefus Chriji^ in converfing with thefe 
well-meaning Souls ; and he found them 
the better difpos'd to receive the Light of 
the Gofpel, for as much as their Hearts 
•were not tainted with Ambition, nor the 
Love of Riches, nor with any of thofe 
other Paflions, which are the unhappy 
Sources of the Blindnefs and Corruption 
of Man's Heart. 

He might, as St.* Paul fays, have re- 
ceived at leaft the Neceffaries of Life from 
thofe, to whom he fo abundantly diftributed 
his fpiritual Riches j but he choie rather 
to follow his Example, than to ufe his 
Leave. So far he was from being a 
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Burden to the People, that he liberally 
a/lifted them with Alms, partly from his 
own Subftance, and in part from charitable 
Perfons, who had entrufted them in his 
Hands. . A difintercfted Spirit goes always 
the fartheft toward the fupporting of paf- 
toral Authority in the due Difcharge of 
that facred Miniftry -, as Avarice on the 
contrary, and Self-Intereft, never fail to 
render it contemptible in the Minds of 
Men. If they once perceive, that a 
Paftor defigns to enrich himfelf at their 
Expence; or if he even exaft his Due 
with too much Rigour 5 if he affeft that 
odious Dominion, which the Holy Scrip- 
ture fo diredtly condemns, *tis impoffible 
but he muft lofc that Efteem and Confidence 
which is fo neceffary for the gaining 
of Hearts, and carrying them on, not- 
withftanding the contrary Bent of Nature, 
to the Prafticeof Chriftian Virtues. Con- 
tempt inevitably fucceeds the L.ofs of 
Efteem 5 Hatred follows upon the heel 
of] Contempt j and 'tis hardly poflible, 
but that the Flock fhou'd model them- 
felves rather after the Example than the 
Words of their Paftor. 

Neither was Difintereftednefs the only 
Thing that befpoke for Francis the Efteem 
and Confidence^of thePeople 3 his Behaviour 
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was fweetenM with an infinite Meeknefi, 
which no Provocation was able to difturb j 
he confider*d theoi as his Children, and 
liv'd among tl::'in i:.; quality of their Father, 
with a fello v-feL.'i.ig of all their Wants, 
a Compaffioii for all their Mifcries, being 
all CO all, that he might gain them all to- 
Je/us Chrift. Thus in a little time the 
Face of things in the Neighbourhood of 
Annecy was moft wonderfully changed, and 
Piety began to fhew itfelf, and flourilh in 
thofe very Places, where the Infi^dtion of 
Herefy had in a manner eftablilh*d Pro- 
phanenels and Irreligion. 

But Francis of Sales befl:ow*d not him- 
felf infuch a manner on the Country People 
as to abandon theTown oi Annecy : He there 
vifited the Sick, and the Imprifon'd ; he 
decided Differences, in which Cafes the 
Knowledge he had attained in the Civil and 
Canon Law was of great ufe to him ; 
and he fpar'd no Pains to extinguifh En- 
mities, and lo reconcile the moil inveterate 
Enemies. In thefe Occafion^ God gave 
a moft extraordinary Blelfing to his En- 
deavours 5 nor were there many Hearts of 
fo reprobate a Hardnefs, as to hold out 
againfl: his Mecknefs^ and his charitable 
and winning Methods. 

§. i6. The fame Year he ercfted at 

Annecy 
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Annecy a Confraternity under the Title of 
the Crofs^ to the great Advantage of the 
Public. The Obligations of tbcfe Affo- 
ciates were, to inftrud th^ ^ lorant, to 
vifit and comfort the Si.!., 'x^ : . ■* ♦'hem 
to make a right Ufc ot c'l ? ' .:\ .ii;i;es, 
and to fugged fuch Motives iu ii.e.i-i, as 
might help them to fuffer after *i ChriU'an 
Manner ; to bury the dead, to vifit, com- 
fort and relieve Prifoners j they were iike- 
wife oblig'd to ftep into the Country for 
the Inftrudtion and Comfort of the Poor j 
and above all things to beware of Law-fuits, 
as fo many Rocks, which for the moft 
part never faiPd to fhipwrack Chriftian 
Charity. And in cafe any happened againft 
their Will, they were oblig'd to decide 
them, as far as in them lay, by refer- 
ing them to the Arbitration of fome of 
the Brothers of the fame Confraternity, 
who were to attend them with their moft 
ferious Application. Then again it was 
in a particular manner recommended to 
them, to give Example in affifting at 
the Divine Service and Inftruftions ia 
dicir refpedive Parifli Churches- for it 
was ever the Opinion of Francis of Sales<^ 
that no particular Devotions ought ta 
withdraw the Faithful from the Churches, 
where they received by Baptifm a new 
Birth in Jefus Chrifl^ nor to z%xv] th^v^ 
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from the Inftruftions of their lawful 
Paftors. 

He drew up for them Rules and In- 
ftruftions full of Wifdom and Piety, but 
fitted to a fecular State, wherein the great- 
eft part of the Affociates were engag'd. 
He was their firft Prior ; but this, much 
more by his good Example, than by the 
Place he held among them •, never any 
one being Icfs a Lover of Superiority 
than himfch, nor more cautious to avoid 
whatfoevcr might flatter the natural Incli- 
nation that all Men have, to advance 
themfelves above others. In fine, the good 
Works ot thefe new Affociates foon fpread 
into the neighbouring Provinces, with fo 
general an Approbation, that the People 
of j4ix and Chamberry eredled Confrater- 
nities in their own Towns, after the Model 
of this at Annecy^ and beg d of him the 
inftrutlions and Rules, he had made for 
the Condufl: of his Affociates. 

The ereding this Confraternity of the 
Crofs gave occafion to a Minifter in the 
Neighbourhood to write againft the Ho- 
nour the Catholics are accuftom'd to pay 
to this Sign of our Salvation ; the Sight 
whereof is f© apt to recall to our Minds 
the Remembrance of that infinite Charity, 
which was able to move a God to fhed 
his Blood for Men, 

Francis^ 
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Francis^ from this Writing, took occa- 
fion to return to the Study of Controverfy, 
which he had interrupted. Afterwards he 
anfwer'd the Minifter by a Work, which 
bears for its Title, "The Standard of the 
Crofs^ divided into four Books, which we 
have among his Works. He there (hews 
that the Honour, paid by Catholics to 
the Crofs, is no Novelty, that the Primi- 
tive Chriftians paid the like, and he brings 
undeniable Proofs of it ; that Adoration^ 
in fome certain Senfe, may, according to 
the Scripture itfelf, be given to Creatures ; 
but that there's alfo another kind, which 
is due to God alone ; that this latter is 
what's intended in the Decalogue ; that 
Catholics never give Adoration in this 
Senfe but to God 5 fo that they cannot be 
accounted Idolaters, as the Calvinifts wou'd 
have them thought to be ; in a word, that 
all the Worfhip which Catholics give to 
the Crofs, and to holy Things, is purely 
relative, and is ultimately direfted to Al- 
mighty God. This Work of his was never 
anfwer'd j and to judge of his Excellency, 
the Catholics found a fuffkient Argument 
in the Silence of his Adverfary. 

Finding no more Enemies to encounter, 
he re-affum*d his former Exercifes. No- 
thing cou'd be imagined more regular and 
uniform than his Way of Living •, he carc- 
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fully avoided thofe afFefted Singularities, 
which generally have no other Aim but to 
win the Efteem of Men \ thofe empty Ap- 
pearances, which frame the Exteriour, but,^ 
fink not to the Heart, and ferve only to } 
delude the World with a Shew of Sandity ; 
he was neat, but decent in his Furniture, 
his Table and his Cloaths ; his Convcr- 
fation was fweet, eafy, and agreeable, 
without any thing of AfFe6lation or Con- 
flraint ; he was a good and even a asealous 
Friend, fincere, and without Difguifc, but 
ftill with a juft regard to Prudence and 
Difcretion ; there appeared in his Eyes 
and Looks an Air of Serenenefs and Tran* 
quillity, the unqueftionable Marks of the 
Peace and Purity of his Soul ; Civility 
feem'd connatural to him •, he fo bchav'd 
himfelf, as never to recede from the Rules 
of good Breeding, and yet never to betray 
an affedled Nicety. 

He was us*d to fay, that true Piety ex- 
cepted not againft the civil and moral 
Virtues, nor in general againft any of thofe 
that tend to the Profit or Sacisfaftion of 
human Society. 5 that for a Man to be 
devout, there's no need of his being a 
Sloven or a Huff, a Brute or a Barbarian, 
and that he diveft himfelf of the Softneis 
of Humanity 5 but, on the contrary, that to 
gain Men, our Behaviour muft be fuch,. 

as 
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as may make them in love with Virtue; 
that a fcrupulous and fuUen Sadnefs made 
no Part of the Charadler of true Piety ; 
that God was to be ferv*d with a certain 
Joy and pious Liberty ; and that there 
was not any greater Contradiftion to true 
Chriftianity, than a referv'd, conftrain'd 
and flavifh Carriage j that for this very 
Reafon God obliged us daily to call him 
our. Father j that we ought to place a filial 
and tender Confidence in him ; and that 
we cannot too much depend on his Good- 
nefs, fo long as we don't force him by our 
Sins to employ his Juftice ; that we ought 
even to believe, that when he is oblig'd 
to punifli us, he does it againft his Will j 
fince his Nature is Goodnefs itfelf, and he 
is never fcvere, but when we ourfelves 
do furnifh him with an Occafion to exert 
his Juftice. 

But this Exteriour of Francis of Sales^ 
which feem*d not to have any thing extraor- 
dinary, was inwardly fupported by an un- 
blcmilhM Innocence of Life, by a Heart 
pure, difinterefted, conformed to the Or- 
ders of God, always attentive to his Pre- 
fence, full of Zeal and Fervour for his 
Glory, and wholly taken up with a Con- 
cern to pleafe him, and a Defire to poflefs 
him. 
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Such as are acquainted with the true. 
Charader of St. Francis of Sales^ will not •' 
quarrel with this Pidture we have given of 
him ; his Life is nothing elle but one con- 
tinued Proof of all that has been advanc'd. 

§. 17. By this time his Reputation had 
fpread itfelf on all fides 5 and tho* upon 
no other Motive he adn)itted of the pub- 
lic Efteem, but that he might find a more • 
eafy Entrance into the Minds of Men, and 
have more Authority toward the advancing 
of God's Glory •, this Efteem, for all he 
cou'd do to prevent it, attended his very 
Perfon •, infomuch that his Prince, for a 
Mark of the great Value he had for him, 
caus'd new Sollicitations to be made, to 
perfuade him to accept the Office he had 
defign'd him in the Parliament. 

'Twas reprefented to him, on the Part 
of his Prince, how this Dignity would en- 
able him to do greater Things for God's 
Service, than he cou'd have power to 
perform in his private Capacity ; and that 
being a Perfon of fo great Underftanding, 
and fo inflexible Honefty, he wou'd be 
able to put a Check to Injuftice j they 
told him of the Poor, who, they knew, 
were next to God the moft tender Objedts 
of his Charity, and that he wou d be in a 
better Condition to fupport their Interefts : 
They added, how this Employment wou'd 

be 
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be no Interruption to his Excrcifes of Piety j 
but, on the contrary, lince his Birth, his 
Virtue and his Learning cou'd not fail to 
gain him great Authority in the Parliament, 
he wou*d be in a Condition to fupport the 
Innocent, and to fupprefs the Vicious ; in 
a word, they fet the Matter out in all the 
belt lights it was capable of appearing in. 

But humble Francis perfifted in his 
Refufal. He returned his Acknowledg- 
ments to his Soveraign in fuch a man- 
ner as increas'd his good Opinion of 
him 5 and he anfwer'd thofe who had made 
the Offer in his Name, that, fince God 
had callM him to ferve his Church, he 
ought not to engage in Affairs, which 
might be apt to carry him from his Duty 5 
that fuch as thought not Ecclefiaftical 
Miniftry to be a full Employment for 
any one, knew not the Extent which 
Charity was capable to give it ; that 
indeed he was obliged to acknowledge 
God had given him fo much Uprightnefs 
and Refolution, as not eafily to comply 
with the Methods of Injuftice j but who 
coifd warrant him from the Surprifes, 
to which one is always cxpofcd in Employ- 
ments of this Nature •, that to pafs Sen- 
tence without Appeal on the Honours and 
Eftates of Men, was a very dangerous Ppft ; 
that Jefiis Chriji himfclf rttfvis*4 to dceid^t 
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Church. II. Offers to aifcourfe the con- 

tefied Points in a friendly manner with 

;■ tbeAftnifiers of the pretended Reformation j 

Ij hit tbey^ inftead of accepting his Offer^ 

tirefome Ruffians to make a'xay "joith him. 

Sybis Courage and Meek fiefs begets clear 

rf the Danger. 1 2. He fettles at Thonon, 

His Apoftolical Labours. He concerts a 

peat Number of Calvinifts. The Piety 

and wonderful Char ty of the new Church 

H Chablais. 1 3 . Another Conffiracy agaihft 

oisLife ; nothing but the fpecial Prczidence 

of God prevents bis Death. 14. Thefe 

continual Dangers make the Count of Sales 

(Wd all bis Friends write to him, to ob ige 

Urn to abandon the Miffion of Chablais : 

Vol. I. F HU 
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St. Francis o^SaksyScc. 

BOOK IL SECT. L, 

NO fooner Jiad the Town of Geneva 
[>^«.i5930 left the Catholic Reli- 
gion, and changM itsForm of Govern- 
ment, by revolting from itsBi(hop,andphe 
Duke of Savoy, who had long difputed 
with qach od>er about the Soveraignty . of 
the Place 5 but the SwiJ/erSy who had 
aided them in the Execution of thefe two 
Projefts, form'd a third, which was to 
diipoffcfs the Duke of Savoy of the Terri- 
tories he held near riiis fmall Republic. 
They confided of the Country of Faux^ 
the Dutchy of Chahlais, and the Bailiwicks 
oiGex^ ^erniy and Gaillard. 

F 2 ^Vt 
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The Country of Faux lay fir convc-. 
nient for the Canton of Bern^ that it was 
hard to refift the Temptation to feizc on 
it ; and Chahlais and the Qailiwicks were- 
fo clofc upon the Skirts of Geneva^ that 
it was morally impoflible they Ihouy long 
maintain themfelves in their pretendeSlI In-, 
dependance, unlefs they cou*d drive the 
Duke of Savoy from their Neighbourhoodj, 
by making a Conqueft of thefe little Statwgj. 
which in a manner befieg'd them. The 
War which happened between Francis I. 
and the Duke of Savoy ^ gave them the 
Opportunity of executing their Dcfign. 
Chahlais 3ind the Bailiwicks were conquered ; 
the Catholic Religion was expelPd } and, 
there enfu*d the Diforders mentioned ki^hc 
Beginning of this Hiftory. 

A Peace being concluded betwixt Hen^ 
ry II. Son to Francis I. and Emmanuel 
Pbilihert^ Duke of Savoys the Stmjfers 
were forced to rcftore to the Duke Chahlais 
and the Bailiwicks ^ but they took care 
to make it an exprefs Article of the 
Treaty^ that the Catholic Religion (hou'd 
not be re-eftablifti'd. Things continued in 
this Pofture during the Life of Emmanuel 
Philihert \ but Charles Emmanuel his Son 
having fucceeded him, the Genevefe^ who 
had not Patience to fee fo powerful a Prince 
their Neighbour, induc'd the Swijfers to 
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break the Treaty they had made with his 
Father : Whereupon they rais'd an Army 
fulHcient to regain Cbablais and the 
Bailiwicks, and fo made themfelves Mat- 
ters of them a fecond time. 

This Ufurpation was of no longer Con- 
tinuance, than while the Duke couM fct 
an Army on foot : The SwiJJirs and 
Genevefe^ being too weak to withftand him, 
were forc'd to yield. The Duke recovered 
what he had Joft, and every where plac'd 
his Garrifons, which afterwards facilitated 
the Re-efbbli(hment of the Catholic Re- 
ligion. In effcA, the Duke not think- 
jknghimfelf any longer obliged to obferve 
a Treaty, which his Enemies had firfl: 
broken, being likewtfc perfuadcd, that 
fo long as bis Subjects were not of the 
fame Religion with himfelf, he cou'd 
never be fure of their Fidelity, he began 
to think in good earneft of re-eflablifhing 
the Catholic Religion in Cbablais and the 
three Bailiwicks. The Advantages, he 
had gain'd over his Enemies, put him in 
a Condition to ule Force, as they had done 
themfelves, to frighten thefe People from 
the Religion of their Fathers j but he 
prefer'd the Ways of Mildnefs, or rather 
he thouglu it beft toufe them firfl,. referving 
the more fevcre, 'till need required them. 

F 3 ^^ 
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For this End he wrote to the Bifliop of 
Geneva \^An. 1594.] to chufc fit Inftru- 
ments, Men of Learning and good Ex- 
ample, fufficicntly qualify'd to labour 
with Succefs for the Converfion of the 
People of Chahlais and the three Baili- 
wicks \ he promised them his Protcdlion,- 
and that he wou'd fccond their La- 
bours with his whole Authority ; he 
likewife difpatch'd to him Letter-patents, 
which might teftify to the World, that 
thefe Miffioncrs laboured in Purfuancc of his 
Orders, and he commiffion'd his Govcp- 
nours to maintain them with all their 
Power in the Funftions of their Minif- 
try. 

§.2. The Bifliop of Geneva, \jp6n 
receiving thefe Lcttm of his Soveraigti, 
thank'd God, that at faft he had opcnM 
a Way for him to feck his Sheep, which, 
tho* gone aftray, were neverthelefs a Part ^ 
of his Flock. Hereupon he a^mbled the 
Clergy of the Cathedra), Town, and Gour^- 
try, and having read totheni his Prince^ 
Letters, he told them, that Chablah iiA 
the three Bailiwicks, which were the befk 
Part of his Diocefs, and the beft peopled, 
had groan 'd for above three- fcore Years 
-under the Yoke of Hcrefy ; that Gad, 
after he had abandoned thefe People for fx} 
long a time to the Spirit of Error, and to 
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the Defircs of their Hearts, had at laft 
iook*d down upon them with the Eyes of a 
Divine Compaffion, not to be weary*d • 
with the grcateft Crimes j that he had 
touch'd the Heart of their Prince, and 
made ufe of his Voice to invite them to 
the fpiritual Conqueft of thefe defolated 
Countries; that they cou'd not, without 
incurring the Crime of a Ihamcful Preva- 
rication, refufe to hearken to it, and obey 
it; that he defir'd Workmen to repair 
the Ruins of: God's People, was ready to 
march at the head of them, and pretended 
not to be difpens'd with by reafon of his 
Age and Indifpofitbns ; tiiat he had afiem- 
bled them, in order to find out Seconds to 
accompany him in dhi& holy Enterprize ; 
well knowing it wou'd coft them much 
Fatigue ; but that he cou'd fay, with St,% 
Paul^ his Life was not fo dear to him as 
his Soul ; that he was willing to facrificc 
it, in order to difcharge the Obligations 
of his Miniftry ; and as he had admitted 
them to a Share of it,, he doubtcd^ot but 
their Sentiments and Difpofitions were the 
lime ; that their Bufincfs was not to go 
and feek for unknown Countries, net to 
preach to Nations, whofe Manners and 
Language they did not underftand ; but 
all that was defir*d of them, was to labour 
in the Convcrfion of their Countrymen 
^' 4 W^ 
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who were Subjcfts of the fame Prince, 
liv'd under almoft all the fame Laws, 

• ami whom the Baptifni they had recti v*d 
(lid naturally call back to the Bofom of 
the Church they had abandoned-, that they 
ought fo to look on the Labour, as at the 
fame tinie to have an Eye to the Recom- 
j^ence which wou'd follow it ; and that 
God, who callM them to affift their Brc- 
-thren, wou'd be their Guide, their Strength^ 
their Proteftor, and their Crown. 

The Bifhop's Difcourfe, inftead of in- 
fpiring his Hearers with a Zeal like his 
own, ferv'd only to fill their Hearts with 
Terrour and Amazement. A mournful 
Silence followed upon it ; every body fct 
bis Eyes on the Ground, as afraid to meet 
thofe of the generous Prelate-, the Sight of 

# the Pains and Dangers, which they forelaw 
wou*d attend thole that (houM be cholen 
for the. Miflion of ChahlaiSj deter'd each 
Perfon from offering himfelfj and fo far 
they were from fcconding the Zeal of the 
holy Bifliop, that all fccm*d ready to dc- 
fert him. 

Only Francis of Sales fliew'd he was 
touched with the Bifliop's words. While 
a frightful Confternation fat upon the Looks 
of all the reft, his Eyes and Countenance 
were fiufh'd with a Saint-like Emotion, and 
an impatient Zeal to fecond the pious De- 
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figns of his Prince and Prelate. So that 
the holy Bifhop had no fooner tqrn'd to 
him for to afk his Opinion, but he anfwer'd^ 
that he was not only ready to follow him^ 
but ofid:*d, in cafe he jud^d him capable^ 
to be himfelf the Chief of the Million ; 
that he thought himfelf obliged to repre- 
ient to him, how his Age and Ulnefles 
cou'd not allow him to expofe himfelf to 
the Labours and Fatigues, which wou'd in- 
fallibly attend the Enterprife he had mo- 
tioned 'y that, tho' he was a Bilhop, he was 
ftill a Man, and ought to meaiure his Un- 
dertakings by his Strength^ and God required 
no more; that indeed he commanded 
Charity in general, and principally to 
Paftors, but likewife required Difcrction, 
and wou'd have Zeal to confult with Pru* 
dence^ that, if he thought himfelf obliged 
to ^ve his Life for the rebellious Part of 
his Flock, he ow'd it no lefs to the other, 
which had always continued faithful ; and- 
that on this Occafion it wou'd fuffice, that 
others laboured under his Diredion, and 
he imitated Mofis^ who pray*d on the 
Mountab, while Jofuc combated in the 
Plains. 

He added, that in hisPpinion it wouM 

not be needful to fend. at the very firft a 

great Number of Milfioners into CbaUaisy 

a few wou'd fuffice to view the Country, 

F 5 ^JwiL. 
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and fee how far the People 'v^erc dilpos'd to 
return to the Pale of the Church' Catholic ; 
that in proportion to the Succefs, their 
Number might be increased, and the 
Biftiop himfcif might then go and put the 
]aft hand to fo pious an Undertaking ; in 
the mean while, he offered to enter the firfl: 
into thcfe Provinces, which had revolted 
'from the Church •, and only defir*d a few 
welKqualify*d Companions, who.wereMcn 
of Courage and Patience, and wou'd not 
be daunted at the firft Difficulties. 

Every body approving of his Advice, 

and the holy Prelate himfelf having yielded 

to the RenK)nftrances that were made by the 

whole Aflembly, concerning his great Age 

and Infirmities, Francis was chofen to open 

the MiflTion, and to be the Head of it ; but 

when the Queftion was, who (hou'd be 

. his Companions, not one of them ofier^d 

'himfcif, fave only Lewis of Sa/es^ whom 

we mention'd in the firft Book of this 

^Hiftory, The Bilhop of Geneva couM 

. ttot refol ve to let Prancis enter into Ckailais, 

fo deftitute of Company j but this holy 

' Miffioner fignifying to him, that there 

needed no more to commence this impor- 

•tant Miflion, he yielded to his Reafons^ and 

the A0bmbly cbncludtd with femcenc 

Prayers for Ac good Succefs rf this h<dy 

Enterprife^ 

One 
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One might have feen on this Occafion 
fomething like to what happened once at 
Mtletutn in regard of St. Paul^ The 
Faithful, alarm'd at the Dangers, and even 
Death, which threatened that Apoftle, if 
he went to Jerufaltm^ and at what the 
Prophets faid of his being to be bound and 
loaded with Chains, and that he fhou'd 
there meet with great Affliftions, endea- 
voured "by all Means poffible to diffuade him 
from a Journey, which in appearance wou'd 
fnatch him from the Church j but when 
they found him inflexible in his Refolution 
of going thither, and that his Zeal over- 
came the Fear of the very worft Difafters, 
they atleaft fubmitted to the Appointments 
of Heaven, and took leave of him with 
Tears in their Eyes, faying, TCht Lord^s 
WUl be done. 

§. 3. The Report being fpread about 
Annecy^ that Francis of Sales was chofcn 
for the MiflTion of Cbablaisi and that he 
was refolv'd immediately to fet out*, his 
Friends, who judg*d what the Heretics 
were capable of doing for the Prefervation 
of their Religion, by what they had done 
to fet it up, were extremely alarmM i^ be- 
caufe they lookM upon it to be no lefs than 
•cxpofing'himfclf to certain Death, for him 
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to undertake without Arms, and almoft 
without Company, what the Duke of 
Savoy y at the Head of an Army, was not 
able to efFcdt Every individual Friend 
did his utmoft to difluade him from pur- 
fuing his Refolution. They reprefentcd to 
him in the deeped Colours, but all in vain, 
the Fatigues and Dangers he was drawing 
upon himfelf, and how little a Probability 
there was of fucceeding in his Entcrprifc. 
They likewife wrote about it to the Count 
and Countefs of Sales, of whom he was 
going to take leave. He wifh'd he might 
have done it by Letter, and by that means 
have fhun'd the Conflifts he forclaw were 
to be fuftain'd againft two Perfons, who 
of the whole World were the deareft to 
him > but Sales-Cajlle, where they liv'd, 
being direftly in his Way, he cou'd not 
avoid the performing of this Duty in Pcr- 
fon. 

Here it was, that he found him&lf 
obliged to ftand upon his guard againft 
all the {harpeft Darts of a natural Ten- 
dernefs. The Count of SaUs^ . who in 
general likM not the Milfion defign*d fbr 
Chablaisy and entirely diflik'd the Choice 
made of his Son and Nephew for an Un- 
dertaking from which he hop'd no Good» 
left no Stone unturn'd to alter their Reib- 
lutions. His Ag^9 his Experience, and 

thoie 
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thole great Affairs he had manag'd with fo 
much Prudence, had gained him an Efteem 
and Authority, which very much added 
to the Weight of his Reafons. He fpoke 
his Mind upon the Matter, he declared 
the Mifllon of Cbablais was a Defign ill 
laid, and worfe undertaken; that there 
was in it too much Zeal, and too little Pru- 
dence, that it might be of very ill Confe- 
quence, ai\d afforded no tolerable Hopes 
of any good Succcfs. He rcprefented, in 
the ftrongefl Terms, the Obflacles they 
wou'd find in their way, the Dangers 
through which they were to wade, and the 
Infamy they wou^d find at the foot of 
their Accounts, for having embark'd in a 
Dcfign that carry'd fuch (lender Appear- 
ances of Succefs« He added, that had 
they not produced the Duke's and the 
Bifhop^s Orders, he cou*d never have be- 
lieved, that two fuch wife Perfons wou*d 
have approved of fuch an Enterprife ; that 
he wou'd write to both of them, and repre- 
fent its Inconveniences, to induce them 
to uke fome better Methods ^ and in the 
mean while be forbade them by all that 
Authority God had given him over them, 
to go any farther, and perfift in a I>efign, 
which was fo much above their Strength. 
While the Count thus urg^d his Reafons, 
the CbuDteis enforced them wid> whole 
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compence of ^their Labours, ash was of the 
Apoftles, after whom they defir'd to copy % 
but that thoufands run the fame Riiques in 
Wars, upon DeHgns of infinite lefs Impor- 
tance, and that no-body fhou'd think it 
ftrange, if they ventur'd as far for an im- 
mortal Crown, as fo many daily did for a 
tranfient Glory, which was fure to die witiv 
them, but for the moft part not fure to be 
gain'd. 

Tho* the Count was touch'd with his 
Son's Reafons, he yet reply 'd, that if he 
thought himfelf call'd to the Miflion of 
ChablaiSy he wou'd not pretend to op- 
pole it ; but he (hou'd futter however his 
Friends to take all necei&ry Meafures and 
Precautions for his Safety, and to Uxppon 
the Authority of the Church and PrincCi 
which it was dangerous to expofe to die 
Contempt of a People, of themfelvcs tcto 
much inclin'd to refill it. 

But Francis^ who cou'd not endure n> 
fee too much Regard given to human 
Prudence, in Matters that concern'd the 
Intereft of God, anfwer'd with Ibme 
Warmth, that it was ftrange one (hou*d 
never be allowed to be a Coward, but in 
God^s Caufe ; that in cafe he had taken 
to the Sword, as in quality of the eldeft 
Son, and by his Birth the World expelled 
he(hou*d have done, it wou'd have been a 

Difgrace 
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Di/grace to him, at the Sight of Danger to 
have retired from his Poft •, but now he 
has embraced an Ecclefiaftical State, and 
lifted himfelf in this fpiritual Warfere, 
where one's oblig'd to encounter, tho* 
with another kind of Arms, the Enemies 
of God and the Church, they talk to 
him of nothing elfe but of retreating, of 
Precautions, andfafeMeafures ; as if it were 
a lefs Difgrace to fly in Occafions of this 
Nature, than when the Prince's Service 
is the point in queftion ; that God's Arm 
was not fliorten'd, nor his Power diminilh'd ^ 
that he needed not Man's Afliftance $ that 
the weakeft Inftruments are enough for 
him to carry to a happy Iflue the greateft 
Enterprifes ^ and the Authority of the 
Church and the Prince being equally for 
him, he knew very well how to prevent 
or fruftrate whatever Plots the Minds of 
Men fhou'd raife againlt it. 

§. 4. This faid, he' made ready to depart, 
and taking ILewis of Sales by the Hand, 
Let usgo^ faid he to him, wUtberGod calls 
Its \ in the prefent Conteft our nsiory is 
moft fecure by flyings for any longer Stay 
wou^d only ferve to weaken us : and 
fome others of greater Courage than our- 
fehes may carry away the Crown that*s in^ 
tended for us. 
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The Count, aftonifti'd at his Son's Rcfo- 
lution, had not Power to flay him ; but 
was content to follow him at a diftance 5 and 
having loft the Sight of him, went back 
to comfort the Countefs, who wasplung'd 
into an Ocean of Grief, at the Profpcft 
of the Dangers, which fhe was perfuadcd 
her belov'd Son wou'd meet withal. 

Francis, upon his Arrival on the Bor- 
ders of ChabiaiSy found himfelf infpir*d 
with a new Zeal> and falling on his Knees, 
with a Flood of Tears he beg'd of God, 
that he wou'd blefs their Entrance and dieir 
Stay in this Province, that he wou^dbe 
himfelf their. Guide and Strength, ^ put ift 
their Mouths the Words of Life, and iji 
their Hearts fuch an ardent Charityv- 9S 
nugbt be Proof igainft the Contradi^ds 
of Men, and furmount all the Obftacles 
the Devils might be able to raife againft 
the Re-union of thefe People to the Car 
jtholic Church, to wliichthey were going 
to invite them. His Prayer being ended^ 
he turned, to Lewis of Sales^ and tenderly 
embracing him,. / have a Thought^ £iM 
he to him, come into my Mind:, and *Hs 
this •, we are entring upon this Province to 
do the FunSiions of Apoftles •, if we vnfh 
to fucceedy we muft do our utmofi *fc 
imitate them. Let us fend back\ oux 
Horfes^ let us walk on foot^ and lih 
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ihm content mrfelves with Necejfaries. 
Lewis of Sales having given his Conient, 
they arriv'd on foot at Allinges^ a ftrong 
and well-fonify'd Place, fituated on the 
Top of a Imall fcparate Mountain. It was 
in this Place the Governor of the Province 
for the Duke of Savoys Baron Hermance^ 
kept his Refidence -, and by means of a 
ftrong Garrifon, which the Duke allow'd 
him, oblig'd the Country to Obedience. 
Being an intimate Friend of the Houfe ot' 
Sales in general, and of Francis in particular, 
he received his two Guefts with extraor- 
dinary Joy, and gave them Entertainment 
anfwerable to- the Efteem he had for them. 
After the firft Civilities, Francis delivet'd 
to him three Letters, one from the Duke 
of Savoy^ another from the Bifliop of 
Geneva^ and a third from the Count of 
Sales. 

The Duke of Savoy order'd him to 
receive, and with all the Authority he 
hdd in the Province, to fupport the Mif- 
fioners that fhou'd be fent to him by the 
9i(hop of Geneva^ 'for to labour in the 
Converfion of the People of Cbablais. The 
Biftiop gave him the Names of the Perfons 
he had chofen for this Employment, in- 
treating him to take them into his Pro- 
tediOT : And' the Count of Safes con- 
jured him by their ftrift and ancient Friend- 
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(hip, to take care of his Son and Nephew, 
and to help them with his Counfel and 
Authority. 

Upon the Pcrufal of thefe Lettcn, 
Baron Hermance anfwcr'd, that with all 
poffible Exadnefs, and widi infinite Sadfr 
faAion, he {hou*d execute the Orders of his 
Prince, and the Rcquefts of his worthy 
Friends. He then condufted them to i 
Plat-form on the Top of the Caftle, when 
they had a Profped into all the Cbuntry: 
and (hewing them the Canon on the Bat- 
tery, and the Garrifon under Arms, Ihopt^ 
faid he to them, wejhall need nothing ^ 
all tbisj if the, Calvinifts will but htm 
you. But Francis was wholly uken a| 
with a ProfpeA, which made a tnu^ mon 
lively Impreflion on his Mind ; he obferr^ 
on all fides Churches beaten down^ Md 
naileries ruin'd, Crofles broken, Towni 
Villages and Caftles laid in Afhes ; tb 
difmal Eflfedls of Herefy, and of the W« 
which it brought upon this &ir Provxixx 
At the Sight of theie fad. Remains of tb 
Catholic Religion, which formerly hac 
0iin*d fb bright in ChablaiSj he was no 
able to forbear weeping ; and his Mine 
being fixt on thefe Objefb of his Grief 
Lordj cry*d he. People^ that have reMti 
againft thee and thy Chrift, havefeix^d m^ 
by Inheritance : ^hey have frophaifd tb^ 
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\ples^ aholififd thy WorftAp^ ruiffd thy 
luary. Arife^ Lord^ and judge thy 

Caufi^ but judge it in Mercy. This 
, he flood filent for a while, but with- 

interrupting his Floods of Tears ; 

turning to Baron Hermancey Behold^ 
he to him, great Mferies-^ and there's 

of a great Phyftcian to apply a 
ledy. 

. 5. After this, they confer'd together as 
the Methods they ought to take, in 
T to fucceed in the Miflion, on 
:h they were entring. Baron Her- 
ce gave them many excellent Advices ; 
was not only a Man of Courage, 
) by his military Qualifications, and 
;ood Services tohis Country, had gain'd 
Efteem and Affcdion of his Prince •, 
vas alfo one of a confummate Ex- 
Mice, and beft knew the Genius of the 
pie he had to govern \ and likewife 
f zealous for the Catholic Religion, 

the Proofs he had given of it per- 
led the Duke of Savoy to give him the 
fernment of ChaUais. 
Icreprcfentediothem, widi a great deal 
•rudence, the Difficulties of their Enter- 
?, and what, in his Opinion, woud be the 
pereft means to furmount thcin. He told 
n, their Bufincfs laid among People that 
lemfel ves were well tcmpcr'd^but fimplc^ 
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ruftic, and invincibly obftinatc, whqi 
once a Thing had taken theni in the Head: 
that they look'd upon the Prefervation oj 
their Liberties and Privileges to depend or 
that of their Religion; that this ool} 
Perfuafion wou'd make them ftick ai 
nothing to fupport it % that the Neigh- 
bourhood oi Geneva and the Swiffers^ whc 
were always ready to favour their Revolt 
made them rafh and hardy *, the continua! 
Commerce they had with them, and th< 
Form of Church-government, introduc'd 
by Calvin and his Difciples, invenom'd 
them widi an Hatred to Monarchy. > thai 
it was much ag^inft their Wills they obey'd 
the Duke of Savoy \ they had deferted 
their Allegiance^ as often as they wiere 
able, and wou'd do the fame on the. iicft 
Occafion which fhou'd flatter them with 
Succeis 'y that the Re-eftabli(hment of tbc 
Catholic Religicm might in fome time 
deilroy thefe Seeds of Rebellion, and biafi 
tlieir Affeabns to their lawfiil Prince \ 
but they ought to be extremely cautious 
how they behav'd themfelves, becaufe fuch 
Induftry had been us'd to raife their 
Fears, that the Pope was firmly believ'd 
among them to be Antichrift hinifelf ; 
the Bifhops and Priefts, his Supporter! ; 
the Mafs reprobated for Idol-woidhip ; 
Catholics for Idolaters ; and the Laws 

of 
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of the Church, for an infupportable Ty- 
ranny : over and above, that they wouM 
have to do with the Minifters, a fort ot 
Men for the moft part proud and haughty, 
who looked upon thefe People as their 
Conqueft, aiJI wou'd leave no Stone un- 
tum'd, to iecure their Poileflion. 

From all this the Baron concluded, that 
tbxj ought to uie much Caution, Sweet- 
neisy and Condefcenfion, to iniifl upon 
the Eflentials, to avoid Singularity, and 
all thofe Sallies of an imprudent Zeal ^ 
that they needed a great Stock of Patience; 
that the leail falfe Step were enough to 
ruin their Deligns ^ and Time, with the 
Blefling of God upon their Labours, 
vou'd at length bring Matters to an happy 
Iffiie. 

He added, that it wouM be bed to begin 
with 7banony the Capital of the Province, 
which was not at fuch a diftance from Jllin- 
geSy but that they might retire thither every 
Night ; that befide the Danger of their 
Lodging at Tbonox^ at the firft they wou'd 
meet with none, who wou'd or durft en- 
tertain diem ; that it woud beftill more 
dangerous for them immediately to begin 
to fay Mafs there i for which Kcafon he 
offcr'd them the Chapel in the Cattle, 
where they might fatisfy tlieir Devotions 
with more Decency and more Security. 

^. 6, Francis 



144 t:?^^ L I F E of Boc 

§ . 6. Francis y as he was of a moft mee 

condefcending Temper, approved of a] 

Baron Hermance had reprefcntcd j na 

even noted down what had been faid, 

afterwards made it, with hisgreateft < 

the Rule of his Behaviour. •Their 

ference being ended, he went for 72 

accompany'd by Lewis of Sdes^ zm 

only Servant of known Zeal and Fid 

His £quipage confifted of a Bag, in \ 

there was nothing elfe but a Bible ; 

Breviary, which he often carry'd ii 

own Hands ; he walked on foot, w 

Stick in his Hand, and every day 

two long Leagues of very bad Way, 

retum'd again to lodge at Allinges 

never fet out, till he had celebrated 

fed upon the Bread of the Strong. J 

was one of a robuft Conftitution, and 

accuftom'd himfelf to Fafting, in a 

time he brought himfelf to fuffcr Hu 

and Thirft, and all the Fatigues Vi 

infeparably attend fo laborious a Mir 

as his was. His Drefs was plain, wit 

any thing that might favour of Aff 

tion i and bccaufe the Falhion of 

Days was to wear Boots, he gene 

made ufe of them > fo that Chort Hair 

a tufted Beard being then the Mode 

differed very Httle as to the Exterior ] 

Seculars themfelves, who had any juft 



Scft.6. 5/. Francis ^ Sales. 145 

gard to Modefty. This procur'd him Ad- 
mittance to feveral Calviniftsj whom at 
laft he gain'd to the Church. Some other 
Miffioners, who were afterwards fcnt to 
affifthim, neglefting this Precaution, and 
even valuing themfelves for having no Re- 
gard to thefe People in Things altogether 
indifferent, rais'd feveral Obftacles, which 
ihcy had much ado to remove : So true 
it is, that the moft inconfiderable Matters, 
where one has to do with Perfons under 
[| Prejudices, are enough to ruin the very 
* bcft concerted Affairs. On thefe Occafions 
' Francis of Sales us'd to foy, // was no 
indifferent Fault to be obfiinate in the 
Pra£lice of Things indifferent ^ when others 
did not look upon them as fuch. 
\ .Out of the fame Spirit of a charitable 
' Condefcenfion, he refolv'd never to let fall 
any Words of Reprbach in fpeaking to 
Heretics, and of their Doftrine, and to 
fct nothing againft their Injuries and Af- 
fronts, but an invincible Meeknefs and 
Patience. His Fellow-labourers in the 
Mifllon of Chablais blam'd him for it, 
and accused him of Ihewing too much Civi- 
lity to Heretics, and of not fufficiently 
maintaining his Prince's Authority, which 
was known to maintain and warrant him. 
But in receding from his Example, they 
Vol. I. G h^d 
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had like to have blaftcd the great Defign 
they had undertaken, of re-uniting thefc 
People to the Church ; and in efFeft, their 
Succefs was wholly owing to Francif% 
wife Conduft, fo that all entitul'd him to 
the Glory that attended it. The firft 
thing he did upon his coming to Thon$n^ 
was a Vifit to the Magiftrates, to whom 
he deliver'd fome Letters from Baron 
Hermance. They contain'd in fhort thofc 
the Duke of Savoy had written to himfelf 
concerning the Miflion of Chahlais and 
the Bailiwicks ; but he added farther, that 
he plac'd Francis and Lewis of Sales^ 
their Servants, and thofe that afterwards 
might be join'd with them, under their 
Proteifbion, that he charg*d them with the 
Safety of their Perfons, and that they 
Ihou'd ftand accountable for whatever At- 
tempts were made againft them. 

The Magiftrates of Thonon receiv'd 
thefe Letters in appearance with great Re- 
fpe<5t, and promised to obey them : But 
upon the fpreading of this News through 
the Town and adjacent Villages, the People 
were ready to mutiny ; it was common 
Talk among them, how they wouM hunt 
away thefe Emiffaries of Rome ^ who came 
to difturb them in the peaceable Pofleflion 
of their Religion j how they ought to be 

fo 
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io ruffly handled, as to put them out of all 
Thought of coming a fecond time \ that 
Moderation in this occafipn wou'd be dan- 
gerous, where nothing lefs lay at (lake, 
than that Liberty of Confcience, which 
they had bought at fo dear a rate 5 that 
the Duke himfelf wou'd be obliged to 
overlook the Matter, fmce the great 
Number of Delinquents wou'd deter him 
from enquiring into it, or at leaft from 
proceeding to Punifhment. 

While thefe things went thus at Thomn^ 

they were paffing their Verdict at Geneva^ 

\ which is only four or five Leagues dillant, 

with much more Spite againft thefe two 

Miflioners. They pretended, that the 

Duke of Savoy by fending them having 

broken the laft Treaties of Peace, they 

! were no longer under any Obligation to 

I obfcrve them ; that they ought to implore 

■ the Afliftance of die Swijfers^ as being the 

Guarrantees ; that they might with Juftice 

I return to their Arms ; in the mean time, 

I they muft get rid of the two Miflioners 

fome way or other •, and that it were even 

lawful to kill them, if they couM not 

otherwife make them retire. 

This News being brought to "Iljonony 

redoubled the P'ury of the People againft 

the two Mifiioners -, and Matters were 

carried to that Excefs, as to {Ivvke the. 

^ G 2 Co\\v.\^^ 
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Courage of Lewis of Sales i he aflcM 
FranciSj what he thought they cou'd be 
able to do amidft a mutinous Populace ; 
what Hopes he had of their being heard ; 
that if they cou'd not appear in public 
widiout Danger, it were a Ralhneft to 
pretend to go farther. He added, that he 
did not mean, that fo pious an Under- 
taking was wholly to belaid afide ; but to 
his thinking, it were better put off to 
another time, *till better Meafures were 
taken, becaufe (hou'd the People happen 
to affront in their Perfons the Majefty of 
the Prince, and the Laws of Hofpitality, 
they fhouM be blam'd for having brought 
by their Indifcretion a War upon their 
Country, and in fome fenfe wou'd be 
guilty of the Defolation which ufually at- 
tends it. 

But FranciSy kindly embracing him, 
defir'd him to confider, that as yet they had 
met with no worfe Treatment than what 
they had reafon to expeft ; that he cou'd 
not think thefe People wou'd have met 
them the half way, and in one Moment 
laying afide their Prejudices, have come in 
crowds to hear them •, that as yet they 
^ere as fafe and found, as when they firft 
left home, and the People wou'd think 
upon it more than once, before they dar'd 
io aflault their Perfons j that it was ufual 
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for a Populace to make a noife •, but, in 
cafe one has but Courage to bear it, of 
themfelves they'll come acquainted with 
thofe very Things which at firft feem'd 
fuch Bugbears to them; that upon the 
whole, God had often relcu'd his Ser- 
vants from much greater Dangers; and 
fo long as he was their Proteftor, they 
ought not to fear the Malice of Man, 
which is always weak and impotent, when 
it offers to oppofe him. 

He added, that he thought however they 
had done enough for that Day, and that it 
wou'd be proper to return to .dllinges^ and 
give Baron Hermance an Account of what 
had pafs*d at Thonon. But^ faid he with 
a Smile, you Jhall let me give it : For^ as 
Fear is apt to extend and fwell its ObjeiJs^ 
Tm afraid^ fhou^d you do ity the Matter 
wou^d appear worfe than it reaUy is. 

§. 7. Baron Hermance^ upon hearing 
from themfelves the manner of their Re- 
ception at ^bonofiy was not of opinion, 
that either the MifTion (hou'd be broken off, 
or be refpited to another time. On the 
contrary, he thought, that to let it fall 
wou*d be a Difhonour to the Duke of 
Savoy '^ but however, he thought himfclf 
obliged to provide for their Safety, and 
not to abandon them to the Infults of a 
giddy' Mob, obftinate in their Errors^ 
G 3 'wx^ 
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and animated by the Emiflflirles of Geneva. 
For this Rcafon he ofFcr'd them a De- 
tachment of his Garrifon for their Guard, 
Frams was abfolutely againft it, and pro- 
teftcd to the Baron, who preffcd them to 
accept of one, that he wou'd fooner quit 
the Miflion, than fufFer the leaft Severity 
to be us'd againft the Inhabitants of Thonon \ 
or give them caufe to fay, that a Force was 
put upon them. He faid likewife, that, 
as they had entered Cbahlais in Quality of 
Apoftles, they intended to go on in the 
way they had begun, and wou'd never em- 
ploy any other Arms againft Heretics, than 
thofe of the Word of God > that indeed 
temporal Princes had been many times ob- 
liged to make ufe of others, and had done 
it with Succefs j but the Cafe was other- 
wife with Perfons of their Charafter ; and 
liiat, as they did theFunftions of Apoftles, 
they ought to imitate their Behaviour. 

The Baron anfwer*d, he wou'd let the 
I'own of Thoh'oji underftand , that the 
(nurd he pretended to fend with him 
was not delignM to put any Force upon 
tlieii^, but only to keep the People within 
the Bounds of Duty, anil to prevent a 
Riot which perhaps might be their Ruin. 
Bur Francis continuM to refule it 5 and all 
the Baron cou'd gain of him was, that he 
fliou'd write, before he return'd to "TbotwH^ 
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a fecond Letter to the Magiftracy, to 
make them fenfible of their true Intereft, 
and once again to declare them anfwerable 
for every thing that cou*d happen con- 
trary to their Soveraign's Intentions and 
Authority; and that they wou*d not be 
going till he had an Anfwer. 

Purfuant to this Refolution, Baron Her^ 
tnance writ to the Council of Ttwnon^ 
that the Duke of Savoy ^ in fending Franch 
of Sales into the Province, had no Inten- 
tion to incroach upon their Liberties of 
Confcience, or any of their other Privi- 
leges ; that to convince them he defign'd 
not toufe Compulfion, he had only lent 
two fingle Priefts, without Company or 
Attendants, and without any other Arms 
than thofe of the Word of Grod ; that they 
and their Allies having firft violated the 
Treaty, wherein it was ftipulated, that no 
Innovation (hou'd be made in matter of 
Religion, the Duke of 5^w^ was no longer 
obliged to obferve it ; but yet was refolv'd 
to put them under no Conftraint, but to 
give them endre Liberty in fo important 
a Concern •, that, however, there were fe- 
veral Perfons in Chablais^ who defir'd to 
be inftrufted in the Catholic Religion^ 
which they had never quitted, had it not 
been for the Severities us*d agai ft them '^ 
that the Duke was pleasM to re-inftate fuch 
G 4 Vcx'i.^NW 
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Perfons in their full Liberty, and for this 
Realbn there fhou'd be feme or other in 
the Country able to inftruft them ; that for 
all their Buftle and Noife about Liberty 
of Confcience, they were upon the mam 
againft it, fince they wou*d not fuffer thofc j 
who had an Inclination to the Catholic j 
Religion to embrace it with Security^ that i 
he wou d have them know, the Duke took '" 
thcfe Perfons into his Protcftion ; he in- 
tended Francis of Sales fliou'd without Lett . 
or Molcftation preach the Catholic Doc- : 
trine ; none wou*d be forced to hear him ; 
but it was not reafonable any fhou^d be 
hinder'd, who defir*d it; in fine, he de- 
clared to them, that from that Inftant he 
made them anfwerable for any Mifchief 
which fhou'd happen io Francis of SaleSyOV 
to fuch as might hereafter be joined with him. 

The Council, in their Anfwer to this 
Letter, chargM all paft Mildcmeanors on 
the Populace, which cannot always be 
over-rul*d in unforefeen Occafions ; as that 
in queftion was-, and they promised with 
the utmoft of their Authority to fee the 
Prince's Intentions executed with all due 
Refpeft. 

§. 8. In effcft, Francisy at his Return 
ro Tbonon^ was receiv'd with more Civi- 
lity; but he foon underftood that fecret 
and fevere Orders had been given againft 
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one's going to hear him, or having 
leaft Correfpondence with him. Thefe 
lers were fo punftually obferv'd, that 
:hc midft of Thonon he found him- 
as abandon'd, and as folitary, as if 
lad been hid in a Defert. He failed 
however to walk thither every Day 
1 Allinges^ as punftually as if the 
I preffing Affairs had call'd upon 
: And this frequently in fo extreme 
Weather, that the moft hardy Pea- 
j durft not venture into it. Neither 
1, nor Snow, nor Ice, nor the moft 
)us Storms, nor the Darknefs and 
gers of the Night were able to hinder 
from going his Walk. The Cold 
and then benum'd him to that Degree, 
render him in a manner motion-lefs, . 
almoft frozen to Death > but nothing 
able to check or even cool his Zeal, 
all that cou*d be faid of the Dangers 
hich fo unprofitably in all appearance 
cpos'd himfelf, he conftantly anfwer'd 
ofe Words of our Saviour, DonU you 
;, that all I have to do, is to look ta 
ujinefs of my Father who is in Heaven?* 
idded, that God alone knew the Time 
Moment he had decreed for the Con- 
3n of this poor Country-, that it 
d happen when Icaft expcfted; and 

* Lukey ii. 49s 
G 5 t\\^idc>>:^ 
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therefore it was his Duty to be always ready 
to improve Occafions. 

The Winter this Year was {6 (harp, 
and the Cold fo intenfe, that his Feet and 
Legs were chapt with it 5 and one Thing 
there happened fo extraordinary as wou'd 
have chillM the Zeal of any Man, if left -j 
inPiam'd than his own. One Day having \ 
left Thonon fomewhat later than ufual, | 
to go back to AlUngeSy he was benighted, 
and loft his Way > and after he had wan- ; 
der*d for a confiderable time, he came to \ 
a Village, but found aH the Houfes fhut ' 
up ; the Ground was covcr'd with Snow, : 
and the Cold fo violent, that even in the 
Day-time the Country People were forc*d 
to keep at home with their Cattle j he 
knockt at every Door, intreating and con- A 
juring the Inhabitants in all the moft moving : 
Expreflions, not to let him die of Cold : 
but not a Soul of them wou'd give him 
Entrance ; tliey were all Calvinijls ; and 
what increased the Misfortune, his Servant, 
in hopes to gain their Refped, told them 
his Name. But God, who never aban- 
dons his, made him in this Extremity meet 
with the common Oven of the Villagp, 
which was ftill warm ; they lodg'd them- 
felves in it as well as they cou'd, and by 
this fav'd their Lives, which otherwife they 
muft inevitably have loft. 
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He had like to have perifti'd another 
rime through the Cruelty of another Vil- 
lage. He was come to it at Night in a fijri- 
ousRain, butcou'd not get them tofheker 
him, for all the Intreaties he was able to 
make ; fo that he pafs'd the Night expos'd 
to the Weather, praifing God, like the 
Apoftles, that he was judged worthy to 
fiiffer for the Glory of his Name. 

Any other lefs fubmiffive to God's 
Orders, and lefe zealous for his Glory^ 
from fo many crofs Accidents wou'd have 
taken fome Refolution to provide againfl: 
the like; but Francis^ who cou-d never 
think of fparing his Life, where the Sal- 
vation of Souls lay at ftake, fell again 
fome time after into Circumftances no lefe 
hazardous, than the two we have men- 
tioned. As he was going out of Tbonon 
for Allinges^ he met a Calvinift^ who 
waited for bim, and told him, how he 
was touch'd with his good Example, his 
Patience and Meeknefs, and the incredible 
Pains he daily took for the Salvation of a 
People, who made him fb ungrateful a 
, Return 5 that upon comparing his Life 
with thofe of their Minifters, he was induc'd 
to believe that Purity of Dodlrine might 
very probably be on that Side where Purity 
of Manners mofl appeared j that he came 
to be inltrufted ^ and heconjurM^himby the 
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Blood of Jefus Chri/i, (bed for the Salva- 
tion of his Soul, to take pity on him, ahd 
not delay his Inftcu&ion. 

The Night came on, and it was the, 
more dangerous for Francis to delay hit ^ 
Going, becaufe he had a Wood to pa& 
It feem'd but reafonable to put off tjiis 
Inflrudion till the next Day ; and this was 
the Opinion of Lewis of Sales : and the j 
Servant, who never quitted him, and had \ 
ihar'd in fo many of his Dangers, in moft 
prefling Terms conjur'd him fo to do| 
but Francis anfwer'd them, that no-body 
cou*d be fure of To-morrow, ancj that, as 
long as he liv*d, he fhou*d reproach him- 
felf for having neglefted the Salvation of a 
Soul, out of an Apprehenfion of Mis- 
fortunes, which perhaps wou*d not fall 
upon them, and from which God*s Good- 
nefs wou'd preferve them. 

What Lewis of Sales fear'd came to 
pafs ; Francis ftay'd fo long with this Cal- 
vinijlj that the Night over- took them as 
they entered the Wood ; and it grew ib 
dark, that it was not poflible for them to 
find their Way. Mean while the Howl- 
ings of Wolves, and the Cries of Bears and 
of other wild Beads, which gathered there 
from the neighbouring Mountains, carry*d 
fuch Terror with them, that it was not pof- 
fible to over-rulc one's Fear j the Servant 

was 
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was almoft dead with Apprehtnfion ; nor 
was Lewis of Sales much better : Francis 
alone, full of Confidence in God, com- 
forted them, and promised in God's Name 
he wou'd deliver them from this Danger, 
as he delivered Daniel from the Lions Den, 
where his Cafe was infinitely more de- 
fperate than theirs in the Wood, to which 
they had been reduced, for not denying 
to a Soul the Afiiftance which was afk*d 
them in his Name. And now the Moon 
rifing, they found themfelves near a ruin'd 
Houfe, where there ftill remain'd a Part 
of the Roof, fufficient to Ihelter them from 
the Injury of the Weather. They put in- 
to it, and there pafs*d the remainder of the 
Night i but Francis cou*d take no Rett. 
The Moon being now more bright, dif- 
cover'd to him that thcfe were the Ruins 
of a Church which the Hfretics had de- 
ftroy'd. This Sight brought to his Mind 
the deplorable State of Religion in Cbab- 
lais 5 the Churches beaten down, the Priefts 
expeird, the ancient Worfliip abolifh*d, 
Herefy triumphant. Truth banifh'd, the 
People's Blindnefs, and almoft invincible 
Hardnefs and Obftinacy in refifting the 
• Voice of God, who invited them to return 
to the Bofom of the Church Catholic; 
from which Error and Illufion had with 
fo much Violence broken them ofi; In 
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this Contemplation, fitting upon the I 
of this Church, as once the Prophet 
remiah upon thofe of -Jerufalem^ and 
netrated, like him, with an holy Griei 
vented it as the Prophet did in Won 
this EfFeft ; Wholes become of thofe Her 
who once peopled thefe Woods^ and \ 
tbe?n Day and Night to eccho back 
Praifes of our Lord ? where are thofe 
ginsy who every^where follovfi the fp 
Lamb? thofe Priefts employ* d in his 
vice ? thofe Churches dedicated to his Gl 
*How has the Gold been thus tarnifh*d, 
lojiits glorious Colour? How have the S 
of the San£luary been thrown at the 
trance of every public Place ? fTo*. 
fball I compare thee. Daughter of J 
falem ? To whatfhall I fay thou art be 
like^ O Virgin Daughter of Sion ? . 
Jsall I comfort thee ? for thy Grief is 
as the Sea ? fVho is able to apply a R 
dy to thy Miferies ? Thy Prophets , 
had nothing for thee but Fifions falfe 
extravagant ; they have notfet before the 
Iniquity y to excite thee to Repentance, 
their Vifions they have feen nothing i/ 
Behalf but falfe Trophic s^ and falfe De 
of thy Enemies. Jerufalem, Jerufa! 

* Lament, iv. x, f Chap. ii. 13,.! 

con 
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co^iverl tbyfelf at laft to the Lord thy 
God, 

The Day found Francis bufy*d in thefe 
pious Thoughts j he awakenM his Com- 
panions; they recovered their Way, and 
came at laft to Allinges. Such as are lull 
of the Spirit of the World receive no 
lively Impreflion from any other Objedls 
but thofc of their Paflions, and therefore 
will not eafily believe, one can be fo fen- 
fible of what concerns God's Glory. But 
Perfonsof an Apoftolick Zeal, who have 
tafted how good the God of Ifrael is to 
Men of an upright Heart, will find nothing 
in all we have related, but what's agreeable 
to their own Experiences on the like Oc- 
cafions. However, thefe are the Senti- 
ments, and nearly the fame Words, which 
the Hiftorians of St. Francis of Sales y 
put in his Heart and Mouth when he 
fpent the Night in this ruin'd Church. 

§. 9. But tho' his Labours feemM 
fruitlefs in regard of the People of Chab- 
lais^ they were not fo as to the Garrifon 
of ylllinges. His Piety, his Zeal for the 
Salvation of Souls, and his exceeding 
Meeknefs, had gain'd him the Efteem and 
Good-will both of the Officers and the 
Soldiers ; he made his Advantage of it 
to gain them to God, and infpire them 
with his Fear and Love i firfthccouvertecl 



i6o The L I F E cf BookIL 

to the Catholic Faith fome Cahimfi 
Soldiers, who had lifted among the reft; 
and God blefling his Labours, their Con- 
verfion was fo perfed, that they reform'd 
their Lives, and were as much changM 
tor the better in their Manners, as in their 
Faith. They even help'd him to bring 
the Catholic Soldiers to a better Lite. 

Three great Diforders then reign'd 
among the Men of the Sword, Blafphemy, 
Duelling, and Drunkennefs. Francis made 
it his Endeavour to find a Remedy, and 
the Succefs furpafs*d his Hopes. The 
Hiftorians of his Life relate, how he fo 
well regulated this Garrifon, that the 
Officers and Soldiers rather fecmM to be a 
Body of religious than of wartaring Men. 
Not that he Tubjefted them to the Praftice 
of any Virtues improper for their Calling ; 
never any Man had greater Skill than 
Fran:is of S.iles^ in direding each par- 
ticular according to his Condition ; but 
fo ftrongly did he imprefs upon their 
Minds a Fear of God's Judgments, and 
fo thoroughly perfuade them, that as their 
Profeffion obliged them above the reft of 
Mankind to expofe their Live?, they ought 
the more to difpofe their Souls in fuch a 
manner, as not to be in Danger of the 
tatal Confcquencc of an unhappy Death ^ 
that he changed them into other Men, and 
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nc'd them to that Uprightncfs of 
rt, that fohd Piety, which, tar from 
I inconfiftent with Courage and true 
ur, contributes not a little to its In- 
e, and to fet it forth with a greater 
itnefs. 

hings on this Occafion fcem'd to carry 
; fomewhat refembling the firft Age, 
I the Gentiles were converted. The 

of War were the firft that werecali'd 
e Faith in the Perfon of Cornelius^ a 
ain of an hundred Men, and of fome 
5 Soldiers ; God being pleas'd to let us 
% that no State is incompatible with 
Jty. In like manner the Converfion 
hablais commenced by that of the Gar- 

of ^liw^esy as if Heaven dcfign'd 
vc Weight and Authority to Francis 
^iffion, by rendering its Effefts con- 
ible to thofe of the Miffion of the 
lies. 

:laft arriv'd the Time, [Jn. 1595.] 
ed by Almighty God for the Conver- 
)f Chablais\ in vain did Geneva op- 
it by her Emiffaries ; in vain did the 
nifl Minifters endeavour to prevent it 
•ir Cabals, their Calumnies, and their 
)us Preachments. *Tis not for the 
r or V/it of Man to think of hin- 
• thofe Events which our Lord has 
decreed. And the way he works 
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upon the Minds of Men is the more, 
infallibly followed with its EfFcft, ^A 
afmuch as coming from an Almighty! 
Caufe, 'tis eafily reconcil'd with human ] 
Liberty. 

Notwithftanding the Inhabitants of 72»- 
noH were ftrangely prejudiced againfl:frtf«f«, ' 
they cou*d not chufe but be mov*d at his j 
Piety, his Meeknefs, his invincible Pa- 
tience, and his unweary'd Zeal for the 
Salvation of Souls: To no purpofe did 
the Calvinift Minifters attribute all he did 
to a fecret Ambition, which purfues its De« 
figns by Ways very rugged in appearance^ ' 
but which the more infallibly gains its Point, 
the more it feems to wander and run from 
it. The Brightnefs of his Virtue, his dif- 
interefted Spirit, and the little Care he tt)ok 
to clear himfelf of the Calumnies widi 
which they laboured to blaft his Rcpu- 
. tation, the little Ufe he made of the Prince's 
Authority which he had on his fide, his 
Confidence in God, who appeared to be all 
his Hopes, the Innocence and Candor of 
his Behaviour, which carry'd him far a- 
bove the Sufpicion of any worldly Pretcn- 
fions, fpoke fo loudly in his Favour, that 
the moll Obdurate and Perverfe were not 
able to fhut their Ears againft it. 

Over and above that the OjfHcers and 
Soldiers of the Garrifon of Allirtges went 

pretty 
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pretty frequently to Thomn, and there fpoke 
>f/r^««Vs Virtue and great Qualities with 
n uncontroulable Liberty •, but their own 
tehaviour in a much more convincing 
nanner fpoke his Praife. Inflead of that 
nbridled Luft and Licentioufnefs, of which 
icy us'd to boaft themfelves, inftead of 
leir horrid Blafphemies, and their frc- 
iicnt Duels, which rob'd Heaven of fo 
lany Souls, and the Prince and State of fo 
lany helpful Subjefts, they now were dif- 
eetin their Difcourfe, modeft in all their 
Aions, peaceable, juft, compliant to the 
aws, and more exaft than ever in all 
eir Duties, by reafon that they afted upon 
irer and fublimer Motives, and did for 
onfcience fake, what before they only 
;rform*d out of mere human Refpefts, 
'he People cou'd not but admire a Change, 
here the Hand of the Almighty fo vifibly 
)pear'd : Nor cou'd they chufe but efteeni 
e Inftrument, he had employed to work 
Thus it was that God difpos'd their 
[carts in favour of his Servant, and 
Den*d the way to thofc wonderful Things 
e are going to relate. 
And now Francis perceiving that the 
verfion the People of Cbablais had for 
m was daily on the Decreafe, and that 
cy were not fo follicitous as formerly to 
un his Company, he thought he might 

venture 
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venture into private Houfes, and make i 
fomc civil Vifits ; he there difcours'd about | 
Things indifferent, and thought it enough j 
to accuftom them infenfibly to admit of his ] 
Company. 'Tis certain, his tranfcendent 
Meeknefs gave fuch Charms to his Con- 
verfation as were notcafily to be withftoodj ! 
Perfons were taken with a liking to him, : 
fo foon as he open*d his Mouth j and at the 
fame time he gained the Efteem and Af- 
fedion of thofe he frequented, were they 
never fo much upon their guard ; the haughty 
and imperious Carriage of their Minifters 
contributed to fet off his 5 and the Harfli- 
nefs with which they treated him when they 
chanc'd to meet him, and the injurious 
Language they gave him, fcrv'd only to 
increafe the Luftre of his Meeknefs and 
Moderation, and to bcfpeak him more 
Efteem in the Minds of tiiofe, who were 
daily Witnefles to the Ra^^c of his Advcr- 
liiries, and to the Patience with which he 
fufter*d them. 

This was the Poflure of Affairs, when 
one came to tell fronds that two Gentlemen 
of his Acquaintance were juft gone out of 
Town to fight a Duel in the Fields. He 
ran after them with his unweary'd Zeal ; 
they had already made terrible PuQies at 
each other, and the Rage which flam'd 
in their Faces left no Room to doubt, but 

the 
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? Combat wou*d end in the Death of one 
them, or perhaps of both. Francis 
iwever feparated them with Danger of 
s own Life ; and fo clearly fet before 
em the Enormity of thcfc Duels, which all 
aws both<livine and human condemn, the 
ifquethey ran of being eternally miferable, 
d all upon a miftaken Point of Honour, 
at he reconciled them upon the Spot, and 
ilig*d them to embrace each other. But 
e Grace of God, which was, as one 
sty fay, annexed to his Miniftry, had 
rthcr Effefts j it brought them both to 
general Confeflion of their Sins, and a 
cformation of Life. One of the two, 
ore fenfibly touc'd than the other, quitted 
eWorld, and retired to a pretty Country 
!oufe of his own near ihomn^ which 
as all that remained to him of a ruined 
ftate. 

In this Retreat, difabus'd of all thofc 
npty Objedls, for which he had fo fre- 
jcntly ventured upon the Brink of Hell, 
I reviewed in the Bitternefs of his Soul 
ic YearsTie had pafs'd in Rebellion againfl: 
is God, and in a total Forgetfiilnefs of his 
alvation. Francis^ who had reclaimed 
im from the World, and advis'd him to 
i)is Retreat, had conftantly his Eye upon 
im, and vifited him every Day. He knew 
lat Perfons newly converted, lik^ ^owt\^ 
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ador'd but one God, the Creator and Lord 
of all things ; that flie underftood thli 
Adoration chiefly to confifl: in believing 
with a fteady, humble, and fubmiffivc 
Faith all that he has been pleas'd to reveal 
to us ^ m adhering to him by Hope j arid 
in loving him above all things, with all 
the Powers of our Soul, as our fole aiid 
foveraign Good, who' alone by the PoflcSp 
fion of himfelf is able to make us happy 
for Eternity ; that fhe looks upon all 
things, befide God, as limited arid de- 
pendent Beings, which owe thcmfejves to 
nim J and that fhe is ib far from believing it 
lawful to addrels the. Adoration, which is 
due to God alone, t6 any odier Being 
whatfoever, that Ihe condemns it as an 
execrable Impiety. 

As to the Mediation of Jefus Chrift^ 
he faid, the Catholic Church was fo fer 
from defeating it, that fhe profefs'd fhe 
ow*d all to him •, that fhe believed fhe had 
neither Life nor Hope but in him, alone. j 
by him fhe afk*d for all, hop'd for all, 
gave thanks for all; in this Mediator 
between God and Men fhe plac'd .all her 
Hopes of Salvation. He added, that 
flie likewife believ'd all our Sins were par- 
doned out of pure Mercy for the Sake of 
Jefus Chriji ; that we are beholden to his 
pztmxom Liberality for the JufUCe infus'd 
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into us by the Holy Ghoft 5 that all the 
good Works we do, are fo many Gifts of 
his Grace •, that everlafting Life ought to 
be propounSed to the Faithful, both as a 
Grace which is mercifully promised them 
through y^/us Chrift the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of all Mankind, and as a Re- 
ward which is feithftilly given to their good 
Works by virtue of this Promife ; but 
that the Catholic Church teaches at the 
feme time, that thefe good Works are the 
Gift^of God, that we cari do nothing of 
ourfelves, but can do all in him who 
ftrengthens us, and that our whole Con- 
fidence ought to center in Jeftis Chriji. 

Never were any Men fo lUrpris'd, as 
the Calvinijis who aflifted at this Con- 
ference-, they had all their Life-time been 
told, how the Catholic Church held quite 
different Opinions from thc^ that Francis 
protcfted were hers ; they had heard her 
accus'd by their Minifters of giving to 
Creatures the Worfbip due to God, of 
mining the Mediatorfhip of Jffus Chrift^ 
by joining Co-adjutors with him at the 
Throne of God, of extolling Free-will to 
thePregudiceof Grace, and of weakening 
our Saviour's Satisfaftion by her Doftrine 
touching the Neceffity of good Works 
in order to Salvation. 

H 2 ^^^ 
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But their Aftonifhrnj^nt was not a little 
increased,; wheu: Francis added that die 
Catholic Church likewife held, that Jefus 
Chrift^ God and Man, was the only Per- 
fon capable, through his infinite Dignity, 
to offer to God for our Sins a fufficient Sa- 
tisfaction; that this Satisfaction was infinite; 
that our Saviour had paid the full Price of 
our Redemption ; that nothing was deficient 
in this Price, being it was infinite ; and that 
thcRefervationof Punifliments, which he 
cxercifes in Penance, fprang not froiifany 
Defect of Payment, but from an Order 
which he has fix'd, that Man might be 
kept to his Duty by reafonable Appre- 
henfions, by a Reparation proportion'd to 
the Scandals he might have given, and by 
a wholefome Difcipline. 

This laft Explication quite cleared the 
Minds of the Perfons, prefent at the Con- 
ference, from the falfe Conceptions they 
had hitherto entertained of the Church's 
Dodtrine^ they now began to think {he 
was wronged ^ that their Minifters were 
cither not fufficiently acquainted with her 
Tenets, or for fome Reafons induc'd to 
difguife her ; . and that it wou'd be as eafy a 
piece of. Bu^nef^ to confute their Calum- 
nies touching the otiier Points which had 
been proposed, as it was in relation to thcfe 
he had expounded: But Francis^ that he 
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might not overcharge their Memories, re- 
mitted to another Conference, the Expo- 
fition he had promised them, upon the 
other Heads. In this manner concluded 
this Aflembly ; after which, feveral others 
were held, with the like Succefi. 

Mean while, the News of thefe Aflem- 
blies being brought to Geneva and Tbondn^ 
and fpread through all Chahlais^ Men's 
Sentiments wereyery different as to theEx- 
pofitidn of the Dodrine of the Catholic 
Church which Francis had delivered. Some 
• faid, the Con ver fat ion he had had with the 
' Calvinifts had reform'd his Judgment, and 
that in a little time he wou*d come over 
to them ; others pretended, that he had 
■not faithfully laid open the Senfe of his 
Church J and that, if what he had faid 
came once to be puHifh'd, the Catholics. 
wou*d difown it i others again wou*d have 
it, that an Ambition to make Converts, 
and to raift his Reputation amongft his 
Party, had induced him to cloak his Sen- 
timents, and to come as near as poffibly he 
Gou'd to the Doftrine of the pretended 
Reformers ^ and they agreed with the reft, 
that he wou'd never dare to maintain in 
public what he had advanced in thefe 
private Affemblies, in Prcfence of a few 
brib'd Witnefles, inclined to favour him. 
But, what was very remarkable in this 
H 3 ^^^% 
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Cafe, the very ablcft of their Miniften 
ip/cre either fuch Strangers to the Church's 
Tenets, or fo prejudiced againft her, that 
they cou'd not, or wou'd not own her Doc- 
trine to be what Francis advanced for it r A 
certain Proof, that a Spirit of Faftion, P^^ 
judice and Animofity contributes^ above all 
other Reafons, to foment the Divifiom 
iw^hich are betwixt us y and that if the pit- 
tended Reformed fincerclv lov^d the Ptacc 
of the Church, we foon ihou'd come to an' 
Agreement. 

Francis being informed of the Coiiincs 
pafs'd upon his Conferences and Opinions, 
he thought himfelf oblig'd to anfwer them| 
lead his Silence^ by a ialfe Conftrudioa 
upon it, might make ill Impreffions.on 
weak Minds. For this Reafon he pAy- 
lifli'd an Account of what had pals*d in the 
Aflemblies he had held. 

In this Tra£l, he reprelenctd widi bis 
ufual Sweetnefs, how inconfiftent ic was 
both with the Fidelity he ow'd to his 
Miniftry, and with his private Charader, 
to alter the Doftrine of the Catholic 
Church, or todifguifehis own Sentiments ; 
tliat the Manner of his Behaviour among 
them ought to have given them a better 
Opinion of his Sincerity ^ that indeed he 
pailionately defir'd their Return to the 
Catholic Church, but this Pafllon ihou'd 

never 
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icver tranfport him to that degree, as to- 
nake him betray his C^uic, or ufe indireft 
Means to gain it ^ and therefore he had 
expounded the Faith of the Catholic 
Church, not only according to his own Sen- 
nenis, or thofe of fome private DoAors, 
xit according to the Senfe and Judgment 
>f the Council of Trent \ that this Coun^ 
^ cou'd not be accused of being ignorant 
[)f the Doffa-ine of the Catholic Church 
which it reprefcnted, or pf having chang-d 
ind falGfy'd it > neither cou'd the Church 
be reproached, as if fhe followed not the 
Dodlrine of this Council, fince one Reafon 
pf the Proteftants Avcrfion to her "was 
tiecauie fhe publickly profels'd that fhe 
smbrac'd its Decrees : It cou'd not there- 
fore be deny'd, but that he had explicated 
the Catholic Dodtiine with tall poilible 
Exadnefs and Sincerity. 

But for their parts, they ought candidly 
:o confefs, the Reafon why they had mi& 
:aken this Dodrine was, becaufe they had 
3nly view'd It under thofe frightfiil Colours 
ivhich were laid over it \ that being ac- 
niflom*d to the monftrcus Shape in which 
:hcir Sermons fet it forth, they no longer 
iCnew it, when it met them in its native 
DrcTsj that the more one exposed it in its 
Purity, the more obftinately they prctend- 
:d it was cbang'd and cloakM 9 and that 
H 4 iSwtri 
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they imagin'd he was coming over to them, 
when his whole Defign was to difabufc 
them of their Miftakes, and cure them of 
their Prejudices. 

This being faid by way of Preface, he 
expounded the Catholic Doftrine touch- 
ing the Adoration due to God alone, the 
Mediation and Satisfaftion of Jefus Chrifi^ 
after the manner we have related •, and he 
cited the Paflages of the Council of Tnnt^ 
which juftify'd all he had advanced, that 
they themfelves might compare them, and 
no longer accufe him of having altered or 
varnilh'd-over the Church's Tenets, nor 
pretend that he wou'd be blam'd by thofe 
of her Communion, for having wrongM 
herDoftrine. 

Then he explicated, with the like Sin-; 
^ cerity, -the Belief of the Catholic Church, 
*as to the Interceffion and Invocation, of 
Saints, and the Honour Ihe pays to their 
Images, and their Relicks. He told them, 
on this Occafidn, how he held, that the 
Saints reigning with Jefus Chrijiy be- 
ing far from lofing any thing of that Cha- 
rity which obliged them, when' 6h Earth, 
to pray for the Church ; but on the con- 
trary, being now rais'd to the State of a 
confummate Charity, offer'd their Prayers 
fer us, but offered them thro* Jefus Chrifi \ 
that fhe pmy'd them in the fame Spirit as 
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we pray our Brethren on Earth to pray 
with U9 and for us, to our common Lord, 
in the Name of our common Mediator 
Jefus Cbriji j that, when fhe addrefs'd her- 
feJf to God, fhe faid to him. Have Mercy 
on usj hear us j whereas flie contented her 
felf with faying to the Saints, Pray for us ; 
and in what Terms foever the Prayers were 
exprefs'd, which Ihe addrefs'd to them, flic 
wou*d not have them to be uhderftopdih 
any other Senfe than what's included in 
thdc wordis. Pray for us. 

That this way of Praying was fb far from 
transferring to the Creature what is God's 
Right,, that it cannot be addrefs^d to the 
Independent Being •, that if thefe words. 
Pray for us^ when addrefs'd to the Saints, 
diminilhM the Confidente we ought to have 
in God, St. Paul wou*d not fo frequendy 
have faid, Brethren^ pray for us\* fmce 
they wouM be no lefs blameablc in regard 
pfdie Living,, than in regard of the Dead, 

That, upon the whole, the Catholic 
Church neither attributed to the Saints. Im- 
menfity, nor the Knowledge of the Secrets 
of Hearts, nor any other of the Divine 
Perfections, as the Idolaters did, and as 
flie is falfely charged ; that flie only be- 
Jiev'd God let them know our Wantis and. 
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Prayers, either rfter the fame manner as he 
imparted to the Prophets Things to come, 
(the Knowledge whereof is his own Prero- 
gative) or in lome other way only known 
to himfelf, as to which the Catholic Church 
did not explicate herfelf ; but always ac- 
knowledged, that the' Saints had no Ad- 
vantage, no Infight into human Affairs, 
nor any Power to help us by their Prayers, 
but fo far as God was pleas'd to commu- 
nicate it to them ; that after a Declaration 
of this Nature, there cou'd be no reaibn 
to acqufe her of Idolatry, in the Honour 
flie gave to Sairjts. 

As to Images, Francis cited the ezprcis 
Words of the Council of Trent ^ * which 
forbids us to afcribe to them any Divinity 
or Virtue, for which they ought to be re- 
verenced i to aflc of them any Grace, or 
to put our Confidence in them ; and it 
requires that we refer the Honour given 
them to the Originals which they repre- 
fent ; as that given to the Originals them- 
felves muft be refer'd to God, who has 
fanftify'd and glorify'd them, forafomch 
as he is the End and principal Objc^ of 
all religious Worlhip. 

He added, how the pretended Reformed 
muft needs agree with him, that God had 
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not forbid the Ufe of all Som of Images^ 
but only of fuch as were made to figure 
God^ and to Jbew bim prefent^ and which 
are us^d with diis Incenuon, as full of Vir- 
tue and Divinity 5 he aver*d, that the Ca- 
tholic Church fufier'd nothing of thia 
Nature ; pretended not to reprefent God, . 
as he is in himielf 5 fince there cou'd be no 
Reprefentation of a fpiritual, invifible, and • 
infiniteBeing } but thought (he might inno- 
cently expofe him to the Eyes of theFaithful i 
under the fame Figures he had condefcended ; 
CO appear to the Eyes of the Prophets ; in • 
a Word, that the Catholic Church ferv'd ; 
not Images, but made them ferve to raife. 
lis toward the Originals which they repre- 
^t \ and thefe Sentiments fb plainly dif- 
tinguifli*d her fi-om Idolaters, that it were 
an Injuftice to rank her with them. 

Then as to the-Honour fhe pays to the 
Relicks of the Saints^ Francis maintain'd it '^ 
to be fi) ancient, as to have been univer- 
(ally and conftantly pradtis'd by the Church 
in thefirft Ages; that God had authorized 
it by eminent and undoubted Miracles^ . 
fuch as Augujiincvelzxes^ and was an Eye- 
witnels to ; fo that it were a Raihneis to 
condemn it ; that in the main, it was fb ^ 
&r from withdrawing us from the Wor- 

* Caiecbi/m rf ihi Calvinias. 

ibip 



i8o The L I F E of Book IL , 

ihip we owe to God alone, that we lo<^M 
upon Relicks no otherwife, than as the 
precious Remains of Bodies, which, in the 
Language of Si. Paul, had carry'd and 
glorify'd God. 

§. II. Infine, Francis ofFer'd to juftify 
the Catholic Church with the Kke Evi- 
dence, as to all the Points in Controverfy, 
either in Writing, or in regular Conferences, 
as the Minifters fhou'd think fit ; and he 
defir'd them to read this Trad without Bit- 
tcrnefs, and in that fame Spirit of Charity, 
which bad mov'd him to make it public 

But they were very far from thefc peace- 
able I^fpofitions^ not content to rmeat 
their old Calumnies, and to back them 
with new ones, they refolv'd to make the 
Gentleman be murder'd, who had lent bis 
Houfe to Francis for the aforefaid Confe- 
rences, that by this terrible Example they 
: nught frighten others from feeking his Ac- 
quaintance. A Calviniji Gcntlemah, who 
was his Relation, blinded with d fidfe 
: Zeal for his Religion, engagM to eMoM 
the Dcfign. 'Tis highly probable, he was 
not the only Perfon that laid this Plot, 
fince the Catholic Gentleman had Intel- 
ligence of it. He was advis'd to (!ake 
fucb Precautions, as might render hiin 
fuperior to his Enemy, and he wanted-not 
Friends^ who wou'd have . come to his 

RftUcf^ 
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Jicf, at the lead Notice given of the 
nger which threatened him. But he an- 
5r*d, that in cafe his Enemy came alone, 
fliou'd be able to defend himfelf, or 
:afe he brought more Hands with him, 
fhou'd ftill have time enough to take his 
eafures. The Day after the Information 
;cn, the Calvinift Gentleman came to fee 
n, with all the Airs of a Friend, who 
.s come for his Diverfion^ he came 
me, and appeared to have no other 
rms befide his Sword. The Catholic 
:eiv'd him with his ufual Sweetnefs and 
vility 5 they fpent the reft of the Day 
jcthcr, and the Calvinift attempted nothing 
ainft him ^ whether it was 'that it went 
^inft him to perpetrate fo bafe a Crime 
.ainft a Gentleman, or that he met not 
th any favourable Opportunity for the 
ecuting his villanous Defign. 
The next Day, the Catholic Gentle- 
an, that he might friendly difcourie the 
latter with him, invited him to ta'ke a 
^alk in the Fields 5, they went abroad 
ithout any other Company, and the Ca- 
olic having led him to a Place where 
ere was no fear of being interrupted, he 
Idhim he knew his Defigqs : Upon this, 
ic Calvinift chang'd Coloiir, but the Ca- 
ddie affur'd him that he needed not to 
jprehend his Rcferttirientj that if CaU 

%. ■:■:■. -^ 
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vinffm inrpir'd him to murder his Rthr 
tions and his Friends, the Catholic Re- 
ligion direded him, after the Exampk of 
Jefus Cbrijiy to forgive his moft mortal 
Enemies : This faid, he fo affc<aionatcly 
embraced the Calvinifty that it put him to 
the utmoft Confufion ; he own'd his wick- 
ed Defign, beg'd his Pardon, and protefted 
that for the future no Man living lhou*d be 
a better Friend. 

But the Time of God*s Mercy for this 
Gentleman being come, and the lame 
Grace, which once of a moft .violent Pcr- 
fecucor of the Church made a moft zealous 
Apoftle, working upon his Heart, he 
defir'd of his own free Motion to diicourie 
with Francis : This Godly Map bv his 
private Converfation put the finiuing 
Stroke to what the Catholic Gentleman^s 
Example had begun ; he abjur'd his Er- 
rors, and became as zealous a Defender of 
the Catholic Religion, as he had been of 
Calvinifm. 

The Converfionofthis Gentlemanmade 
the greater Noife in the World, forafinuch 
as he was known to have been a leading Man 
among the Calviniftsy who had ftuck ^t 
nothing in order to defend their Caufc j 
andk was Matter of Amazement hoW be 
cou'd change fo on the fudden from the one 
extreme to the other. Such as attriJ^xijUKlall 

^ to 



Scft. II. 5/. Francis of Sales. 183 

to human Means, and knew not the 
Strength of that Grace which God had an- 
nexed, as it were, to Francis his Miniftry, 
wou'd have it, that he had been wrought up- 
on by fair Promifes j and others pretended, 
that ne had received a confiderable Sum of 
Money : But thefe Reports met with the 
Jcls Credit,' becaufe it was well known, 
that Francis made this Miflion at his own 
Expence, and that the Alms he be- 
ftow'd on the new Catholics, reduced 
him many times to a Want of Neccf- 
£iries. 

But the Noife this Converlion made in 
Cbablaisj was not fo confiderable as what 
was occafion'd by the Writing he had pub- 
lilh'd. It juftify'd the Doftrine ot the 
Catholic Church in fo clear a manner, 
that there was no Poflibility of anfwcringit. 
For wotfd his Enemies have attempted any 
fuch thing, they muft have prov'd, either 
that the Council of ^rent was ignorant of 
it, or that Francis had wrong cited or 
faififyM the Council, or that the Catholic 
Church follow'd not the Doftrine of this 
fame Council ; but thefe kind of An- 
fwers wou'd have appeared fo very weak, 
that the Minifters themfelves did not think 
it proper to make ufe of them. Mean 
while, their Silence made a deep ImprefTion 
in the People's Minds, and to ib great a 
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Difadvantage of Calvinifm^ that there 
were daily new Converfions ; neither were 
they now fo fecret, nor was it thought 
neceffary to go in private to Francis % 
Friends introduced Friends, Parents their 
Children, Mafters their Servants, and 
the Country People repaired to Tbonon 
on purpofe to hear his Sermons. This 
Progrels did the more alarm the CalviniftSy 
by reafon of the great Zeal the new Ca* 
tholics exprefsM for Francis his Safety, 
fo that it was not cafy for them to attempt 
his Death. It was defign*d however, two 
AJfaffins were hired for the Purpofe ; they 
received Part of the Money they had 
agreed for, and were promised the reft after 
the Execution. The Agreement was, that 
they fliou'd murder him in the Way as he: 
returned to Allinges ; but as Francis had 
Correfpondents unknown to the Cahinifts^. 
the Confpiracy cou'd not be carry'd on 
with fo much Secrecy, but the new Ca- 
tholics got an inkling of it. Some mourn'd 
for him, as if already dead-, * others delibe- 
rated about the Means to fave him ;'but aJl 
of them were perfuaded, that, notwith- 
ftanding their beft Endeavours, the Calvi- 
ftijls wou'd facrifice him at Jaft to their 
Hatred, and to the Security of their 
Religion. 

♦ Jffj XX. 
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Under thefe difmal Apprchcnfions they 
fought him out, and with Tears in their 
Eyes informed him of the Danger he was 
cxpos'd to. But Francis difcours'd them 
with fo much Energy and Undion, upon 
the Subjedb of Confidence in God, and of 
the Glory and Happinels of Martyrdom, 
that he fill*d them with the Confolation 
which penetrated himfelf,. amidft the 
Perils that furrounded them. However, he 
receiv'd the Offer, which fome of them 
rnade him, to go along with him to ^Z- 
linges ; they fet forward, but hardly had 
they entered a Wood> which was neceflary 
to be pafs'd, when the two Aflaffins ruih'd 
out of the Thickets where they had waited 
for him, and. made td" him. Sword irt 
Hand. In this Extremity of Danger 
Francis fdllnotthe leaft.fliort of his ufual 
Courage, he forbad his Company to ufe 
their Arms, and advancing to thefe Aflaffins 
with His infeparablc Sweetnefs and Tran- 
quility, To'u mijtake me^ Friends^ faid he to 
them, prohaUy.you have.no Dejign againji 
one^ who is fo far from bavihg injur'*! you^ 
that with all his Heart be wou'dgive his 
Life for you. 

Thefe few Words in the fame Moment 
calmM the Rage of thefe bloody-minded 
Men i they ftood for a time quite motionlefs; 
then cafting themfclves at his Feet, they 
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beg'd his Pardon, and proceftcd diat 
for the time to come none Ihou'd be 
his more faithful Servants, nor readier 
to be his Followers. Francis took them 
up, pardoned them, embrac'd them ten- 
derly, and advis'd them to be gone, that 
they might fave themfelves from the Pur- 
fuit of the Governor of the Provbcc, 
who wou*d not be fo indulgent as he 
had been, if once they fell into his 
Hands. The Men, that accompanyM 
FranciSj who attributed the feeoung Re- 
pentance of the two Criminals to a Want 
of Power to ejtecute their ill Defign in the 
Prefence of fo many Witnefles, were not 
for letting them gooflf at fo cheap a nitej 
they found they were enough to feize them, 
and were abfolutely for condudting them to 
Allinges^ and delivering them up to the 
Governor. Francis's Servant was the hotteft 
of all, and with much Freedom repreiented 
to him, how every Day they fnou'd be 
exposM to the like Attempts, unlefs Ckre 
were taken to punifli them : But Francis^ 
making ufe of all his Authority, was pofitive 
that none Ihou'd meddle with them, and 
even forbad them all to fpeak of what had 
happen'd. 

But when they were come toAllinges^ the 
Servant did not think hin>felf obliged to obey 
him. He gave an Account of the Matter to 

Baroo 
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Baron Hermance : And the Baron con- 
cluded that his Authority wou'dbe flighted, 
ihou*d hefuffcrfuch Villanies to be commit- 
ted in the Sight of his Fortrefs, and in a 
manner under his Eyes ; and therefore he 
was going to order a Detachment topurfue 
the Aiiaffins, and to bring them to him 
a]ive or dead. But Francis^ to whom he 
cou'd not deny any thing, fo ftrongly opr 
pos*d it, that he was forced to wink at an 
Iniult) which indeed might have been at- 
tended with very terrible Confequences. 
He yielded not however but upon Con- 
dition, and he thought a neceilary one, 
tho* Francis protefted againft it, that he 
ikou'd neither go to thonon^ nor return 
thence without a Gu^rd. Francis in vain 
opposed it} the Baron was refolv'd, that 
halfa dozen well-arm'd Soldiers, under a 
Serjeant, fhou'd accompany him whercfo- 
ever he went : They did fo againft his 
Will. But Francis^ not able to fuffcr thefe 
Precautions, foon thought of an Expedient 
to rid himfelf of them. 

§. 12. He imparted to the Baron a De- 
fign he had to fettle at ^honon : To main* 
tain it, he faid it was the only way to fparc 
himfelf the Trouble of going every-day 
two long Leagues, and this frequently in 
miferable Weather 5 that the Time he had 
been forc'd to fpcnd on the Way wou*d be 

laid 
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laid out to better Advantage ; the new Qt- 
tholics defir'ditj and when he came to 
be conftantly on the Place, he might im- 
prove feveral Opportunities which perhaps 
flip'd away in his Abfencc; that in the 
Night-time fome or other of the new Ca- 
tholics might chance to die, and it^ wou'd 
be a continual Trouble to his- Mind not 
to be at hand to aflift them at a Jundint 
when they moft needed his Help -, that the 
Day -time alone was not fufficient for the 
Inftrudlion of all that defir'd it ; and fe- 
veral, who were afraid to vifit him bjr 
Day, wou'd make no Difficulty to repair 
to him by Night. 

As piauftble as thefe* his Reafons appeared,. 
Baron Hermance was ftill of aniptlicr opi- 
nion ; he defir'd him to cqnfider how manv 
Dangers he Ihou'd expofe his Life toby 
(hutting himfelf up in Thonon in the Nighti 
that this wou*d in efFeft be abandoning 
himfelf to the Mercy of the Calvinifts^ 
whofe Hatred he had reafoii to know: 
They who attempted to murder him in the 
Day-time wou'd be much more daring by 
Night J and the new Catholics were too 
weak to defend him •, or, fhou'd they 
endeavour it, wouM infallibly be over- 
power'd by the great Numbers of Herc- 
ticsj who with Joy wou'd embrace this 
Opportunity to take their Revenge > that, 

(ince 
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fnoe the Duke oi Savoy had taken him 
into his Protedion, his Authority wouM be 
afironted in every thing that might hap- 
pen CO be done againft him 3 Matters 
might run fo far as to ruin Tbonon ^ a little 
Time might bring his Defign to bear, and 
the Ids hafte he made, the more firmly he 
might fettle Affairs. To thefe the Baron 
added feveral Reafons of State from the 
Vicinity of Geneva and the SwifferSj with 
whom the Duke did not intend to quarrel, 
and therefore above all things Care was 
to be taken not to provoke them to invade 
the Province. 

But Francis^ who, in accepting the MiC- 
fion of CbablaiSy had abandoned his Life 
and his Concerns to Divine Providence, 
and had alwaysan entire Confidence in God, 
and in his All-powerful Grace, promised 
he wouM manage Matters with fo much 
Gentleneis and Circumfpedion as to pre- 
vent the Inconveniences he apprehended. 
The Baron ftill urg'd his Difficulties ; but 
at laft, in confideration of the Trouble 
there was to go and come every Day to 
and from Tbonon^ he yielded to his fixing 
there 5 and writ again to the Magiftrates, 
that they fliou'd anfwer for any Mifchief 
that happened to him. 

The Catholics neceiv'd Francis with 
incxpreffible Joy i the Refpeft and Efteem 
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they had for him, and the Confidence thefl 
had in him, were hardly capable of any 
Addition % they confider*d him as a true 
Apoftolical Man, replenifli'd with Grace? 
and Courage, infinitely rais'd above human 
Intereft, and as one who had nothing in 
view but Gkxl's Glory, and their Salva- 
tion. Francis^ on his fide, fupported his 
Miniftry, as the Apoftle expreffes it, after 
a manner worthy of God ; nothing eicap'd 
his Charity and Carej he beftow'd the 
Days in Inftruftions and Conferences, in 
vifiting the Poor and the Sick ; and the 
Nights in Study and Prayer, and recon- 
ciling Sinners. His Life bore Evidchcc 
to his Sermons, and his Sermons firtlhy 
what his good Example had begun. 

Such an apoftolical way of Living met 
with the Succefs, with which God bleis'd 
the Miffion of the firft Apoftles. Nothing 
coU'd more r^femble the new-bdrn Church, 
than this little Church of 7lE^«^« j the like 
Charity for their Brethren, the like Zeal 
for the Faith, the like Purity of Malmicrs 
in all refpeds. For in reality Francis made 
fmall account of their abjuring their Errors, 
unlefs they chang'd their Lives ; and unlefs 
Grace fuper-abounded, where Sin abound- 
ed i and the Bleffing, which God had 4iBncx*d 
to his Miniftry, did all at once cnKghbn 
their Underftandings^ and refornl their 

Hearts. 
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Hearts. But nothing ftruck fo forceably 
upon the Eyes of the Heretics, who did 
not obftinately fhutthem againft the Light, 
as the Method which was taken for the 
helping of the Poor and Sick : Francis 
fpent upon them all that he had for his 
own Subfift/nce \ fo that, many times, when 
he had fed others, he was forc*d for his 
own part to fuffer Hunger : He perpetually 
(bllicited his Relations and Friends to affift 
the poor Faithful of Chabldis : He often 
received Sums of Money confiderable in 
thcmfelves, but fmall in refpcdt of his 
Charity ; the Catholics feconded his Zeal^ 
fo as to content them'felves with Ncccf* 
faries} and one might have obferv'd 
among thetn an holy Parcimony, which 
had no other Aim, than the Relief of the 
Poor. . 

%. 1 3. The Reputation of fo many Virtues 
drew daily to the Church fome new Con- 
vert, but at the fame time it added Fuel 
to the Fury the Heretics had conceived 
againft him. What are we doing ? (faid 
they, as the Jews faid formerly in regard 
of JefusCbrift) Here's a Man^ that in/en -^ 
fihiy gains People^ s Efteem \ they look upon 
him as an Apoftky and every -day we 
hfemore orlefsof our Credit ; Jhall we ft and 
with our Arms acrofsy till we are reduced to 
hig our Bready and that he hath fet up Po- 
pery 
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pery on the Ruins of our Temples ? Jf wt 
fuffer him to finijh the Work he has Se^uMf 
the Duke of Savoy will come^ and takini 
his Advantage of thefmall Number we an 
like to be reduced to, will ejlablijh bis Aa* 
tbority on the Ruins of our Privileges^ ani 
bring us under a miferable Slavery; , , 

A like interefted Prejudice it was, that 
once form'd the Refolution of our Saviqu^i 
Death-, ^Tis better ((zid the JewsJ tb^m 
Man die^ than to fee all our Nation pgrifih 
The Calvinifts in Thonon thus reafbn'd the 
Point in relation to Francis -, and the GoU" 
cluiion they drew from thefe Premifb Wa$ 
this, that they ought to get rid of him^ 
and the fooner the better. ; 

Purfuant to their Refolutions taken, the 
Night following, as Francis, according to 
his Cuftom, was fpending Part of it iq 
Prayer, he heard a Noife of Ara^, ^ 
afterwards of ieveral Perforis talking in a 
low Voice. He immediately, concluded 
the Houfe was befet, that it was4mpaflU>le 
for him to eicape them, and th^t thqy liad 
a Defign upon his Life. On this Occafioh 
he imitated our Saviour's ConduA, ' who 
knowing, that his Hour was, qqt. cohne, 
declined the Fury of the ^^wj J)y . hic^^ 
himfelf, whereas He went to meet t^e^ 
when the. Time appointed by tis Faster 
was come. - T 

' Fraitrfi 
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Francis had fcarcely provided for his 
Security, when the Door of his Lodgingps 
was forc'd, and the Rioters, entring with 
loud Clamours, fought him in every Con- 
ner, without being able to find him out ; 
upon this they imagin'd themfelves to be 
under a Miftake, and that Francis was 
with Ibme of the Catholics, either giving 
Inftrudtions, or comforting fome fick Body ^ 
it was not fafe for them to fpend much 
time in this fame Houfe, for the Magiftrates, 
the' they fecrcdy fevour'd them, durft not 
have difpcns'd themfelves from their Duty 
of coming to FrancifsRclkf \ fothat they 
left it with all Speed. The Holy Man, 
havingefcapM the Danger, abated nothing 
of his former Zeal i and the great Rifque 
he had run, ferv'donly to enlarge the Con- 
fidence he had in Gpd. 

Baron Hermance^ being inform^ of 
this frefli Attempt, did his utmoft to dilco- 
ver the Autliprs, that he might bring them 
to condign Punifhment \ but as all who 
coii*d have appeared as Evidences were Ac- 
complices in effed, he was not able to 
make the Difcovery. Francis^ on this Oc- 
cafion, gave an Inftance of a moft heroic 
Charity; from the Place, where he lay 
conceal *d, he had a Sight of fome of them \ 
and yet fo far he was from giving Inior- 
roation againft them, that he us'd all En- 

Vol. L I Atv^wix^ 
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deavonrs toappeafe the Baron, and tApn- 
vent his Enquiry after die Authors. of tbis 
wcked Defign. 

As for the Criminals, fo far :tli^ 
were &om being won by fo unparallel*d;a 
Generofity, that. they took Occafion fimi 
it to make him pais for a Wizard They 
underftood he was in the Houfe, all 
the Time they "were feeking him; and 
therefore they gave it out, that, liad he 
not by fome Secret rendered himielf in- 
vifible, it had been impoflible for him id 
have efcap'd them. An Inhabitant too of 
Thonon, who little confidcr'd how* his Evi- 
dence condemned himfelf, made Oath in 
public, that he had feen him at a Bodmxnl 
Meeting of Sorcerers, and that he was 
one of their chief Members. In this 
manner did the Jews accufe our Saviour, of 
calling out Devils in the Name oiBedzehuh 
the Prince of Devils. 

Francis^ when he heard qf this horrible 
Calumny, only fmil'd at it; and then ma- 
king the Sign of the Crofsj Bebdd^ £ud 
he, all the Charms I ufe: *'fis by tUsS^ 
I hope to conquer HeU, fo far Ism Jrun 
holding Intelligence wiih it. . ■'.,•. 

§.14. But tho' Francis"^ livelyFairhrarifiSd 
him againft Fear amidfl the greitttft Dan- 
gers, it was not fo with his Friends and Re- 
Jadons. There went foArong ak^ 
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about. Savory tbat .the Galvinijis bad vfworn 
his rEk^th, >nd tbat .notwithftandipg hiis 
bcft Precaudons, he flioja'd certainly be mur- 
jSi/^^j that >th^ were mightily alarrii'd. 
Tlie Prefident Mpnfieyr Favre, the Bifliflp 
of Geneva himfelf^and above all the Qoqpt 
of Sales, his Fatheifjwrit to him in the ftr'^ng- 
cft Xerms» to oblige him to leaye Cbablais^ 
.and return to Anmcy^ where his Zeal 
WQu'd not want Employment, 

He repeated to him all he had formerly 

&id at his taking leave ^ the little Succeis 

he had hidierto met with^ the Pains it had 

coft him, the Danger of loiing his Life, 

' which ^d been fo frequent, pardy by the 

;. Malice, and pardy by the Hard-hcartedncfs 

■ of the Calvinijis : He pretended to know 

' them better than he did, that they were 

not only obftinate in their Religion, bc- 

caufe they believ'd it a good one, but be- 

caufe it was, for their Interefl: ; and they 

IpokM upon the Catholic Religion as a 

politic Means to deprive them of the Aid 

of their Neighbours, and to bring them 

at lad into Slavery ; that as long as thefe 

ftubborn Prejudices furviv'd among them, 

nothing cou'd be done to the Purpofe, or 

.ofCownuancej that infine there were fo 

many Things neceffary for the fupporting of 

, tbe ,CajthoUc Religion . in CbablaiSj in cafe 

^'he 'ihou^d be fa happy as to fet it up. 
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(as Churches and Perfons to fervc tl 
Faftors of Learning, and an irreproacfa 
Life, and Colleges too for the Inftnk 
of Youth) that the leaft Deficiency in 
of thefe Things wou'd entirely fruftrat 
Defigns. Then he aik*d him, at w 
Expence he expefted thefe Churches 
Colleges fliou'd be built, who wou*d 
ni(h a Maintenance for the Paftors, oi 
the Mafters in the Colleges? As foi 
Prince, he doubted, hd faid, wheth( 
coif d be able to contribute towards d 
being his Exchequer was drained by 
many Wars he had been oblig'd to uc 
take; and then, ihou'dthe People be t 
for to raife fuch a Fund, to his thinkin. 
wotfd be the ready way to make them 
volt, and abandon the Catholic Relig 
in cafe they had embraced it. Fron 
thefe Reflections the Count conclude 
cou'd not do better than lay afide a ! 
jcft which carryM no Appearance of . 
cefs, and at length might colt him 
Life ; and, in the Clofe of his Letter 
told him, as already he had told the Bii 
of Geneva^ That be Jhou*d think bi\ 
very happy to have Saints of bis Fat 
but be wififdibey might rather be Confi 
than Martyrs, 

Francis was very far from being of 
fame Sentiment ^ die Obftades he 
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with Icrv'd onlv to inflame his Zeal. He 
ihs not one of tnofe, who, by driving on 
at random, hamperthemfelves in Difficul- 
ties of their own creating ^ but then on the 
other hand he was not of that cold and coward- 
ly Complexion, which imagines Dangers 
where diere are none, which fwells out litde 
ones, and ftarts at every Shadow -, he wou'd 
neither challenge nor provoke his Enemies -, 
but neither wou'd he fly before them ; he 
even went in queft of them, when the 
Caule of God, or the Fundions of his 
Minifl:ry reguir'd it of him. Never cou*d 
the Fear ot Death deter him from doing 
his Duty, as already has appeared from 
ieveral Inftances : and in the Progrcfs of 
this Hiftory one will find, that Martyr- 
dom^ rather declined him, than he Mar- 
tyrdom. 

C6nformably to thefe Sentiments he 
writ to the Count his Father and to his 
Friends, that public Reports were but 
weak Afliirances of the Truth ; that on 
the one hand they had increased the Dan- 
gers he was thought to be in, and leflbn'd 
on the other the Succefs God had mercifully 
beftow'don his Labours ^ the former were 
not fo great as was rumour'd abroad ; . nor 
the Number of the Heretics, who had 
already entered, or were difpos*d to enter 
the Pale of the Church, fo inconflderable 

1 3 ^ 
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as fomeifAagin'd ; but in cafe it were^mucli 
left, ana God had only employed him for 
th; ConvcrfionofonefingleSoul, heftiotfd 
think- all his Labours well beftow'd j that 
Men ought not to frame a Judgment of 
any Undertaking from the Speedineft of 
Succefs, fince after three Years at Icaft 
of continual Prea,ching, after fo many Mi- 
raclesand Wonders wrought, our Saviour 
himfelf only converted about five hundred 
Perfons;' that 'the Church confifted of no 
greater a Number after the -Refurreiaion, 
and yet, in a fhort Time after, fhe ym 
fpread over all the World, and MulH- 
tudcs of People came into herGommunionj 
that God required nothing elfc of liir 
Minifters but their Labour, and to hihi-- 
felF rcferv'd the Succefs 5 t\\?ctjeftt5 Chrift' 
faid not to his Apoftles, Go and contert aW 
thff ^^orfd'y but, Go and- preachy and teach 
all Nations 'Oohat 1 have commanded you^ 
He granted, that when the Catholic Re-- 
ligion came to be eftaWifh'd in CbablaiSy 
tliere won'd need a great many Things to 
maintain it ; but thefe fame Things were 
not lb hard to be provided as fome might 
imagine J he had already drawn a Scheme 
for that Purpofe, and hop*d in a little time 
to fend it to the Bifliop of Gfneva^ and to 
the Duke of Savoys and it was fo con- 
trived, as neither to put the Prince nor the 

People 
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People to Charges. That, infine, as he 
was upon the Place, and had a near View of 
Afiairs, he had Reafbns to hope God wou'd 
quickly give an extraordinary Bleflingtohift 
Labours 

§, 1 5. In effeft, the Affaffination intended 
againfl: Francis, of which we have fpoken, 
being now the public Talk on all Ades^ 
with fuch as were not too much preju- 
diced, it rais'd the Refentments which 
might rcafonably be expedted. They faid 
in plain Terms, that had the Minifters 
thought themfelves a Match for Francis^ 
they wou*d not have taken fuch violent 
Nfethods j their employing Ruffians in 
fuch a. Conjundure, was a plain Argu* 
menrtfaat they.diftrofted their ownCaufe, 
and had not enough to fay in its Defence^ 
that' ir was v.ery unaccountably ftrange, to 
fee one fingle B-ieft attack all the Minifters 
It the very Gates of Geneva^ the Center 
:^ die Calvinift Religion, without fo much 
as one to appear in favour of their conunon 
Caufe; that, if Francis advanQ'd any 
erroneous Tenets, it was their Bufmefs to 
:onfute him.) and the Minifters deceived 
Jicmiclves, if they thought the. People 
spcre to take their bare Words for what 
Jiey taught, when they themfelves gave fo 
much Reafon to queftion the Truth of it. 

Every-body imagined, that, after fo 
I 4 many 
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zz^M cisrkg Rqxmchcs, the Miniftei^ 

^c^-'c c^utir to come to a DiiputCi and 

-Tix^x tdTcir foir.e Auxiliaries from tkeir 

N?:g-::X'cr5w t'-ur. continue their Silence, 

'srhjjh ib iruch IclferAi their own Reputa- 

Licr, 2r.d ib highly reflected on the Reli- 

g^icn :r^' r-^ught, and which it was their 

LrfT^xl to rriair^uin. Bu: it is cafier to 

^iccu.e XT^ C^thoac Church of teaching 

Errc:?, than to p:x>ve the Chai^ a^inft 

her. Ir was not r.ow an Age, when Pafiors 

through their Ignorance found themfelvei 

too weak todetoid her; on the contrary, 

ir was as dangerous to encounter a Man of 

flirh Learning, and io exemplary a Life as 

/rjnri.s as formerly it was eafy to fcduce 

Si Pfopk, govem'd by Pafiors that were 

Men of IntCTcft, of no Courage, of ir* 

regular Lives, and hardly knew the firft 

Principles of the Catholic Doftrine; fo 

far they were firom being ftor'd with iiif* 

ficient Learning to repell the Calunuiics, 

which focne made it their Bufmels to throw 

upon her. Nothing fo eafy as to beat an 

Enemy, who ftands not on his Defence j 

the Catholic Religion was defcrted, and 

fo fubdu'd ; to this Defcrtion, Calvinism 

ow'd its Succefs. This needs no other 

Proof, than what at this very time pali'd 

at 1'honon^ that is to fay, at the very 

Gates of CJeneva\ Frantis all alone offers 

to 



Se&.'i5- f/. Faancis ^Salss. 201 

CO juftify the Catholic Church, and not a 
Soul of thcmdaresenter the Lift againft him. 

In efied, as ihameful as it was for the 
Mbifters to remain filent, when there was 
fo important an Occafion to fpeak, and to 
make at leaft fome Shew of a Defence, 
thiey ftill perfifted in their Silence 5 they 
contented themfelres with declaiming from 
their Pulpits againft the Catholic Dodtrine 
and againft Francis^ its Defender 5 but 
when they were urg*d to enter upon a Con- 
ference with him, and to put it to the IfTue 
of a r^ular Difpute, not a Man of them 
wou^d do it ; and they had always fome 
frefli Pretence to dilpenie themfelves. 
However, fince their Caufe grew very 
lickly, and that it was neceflary to pro- 
vide a Remedy, which might hinder it 
at leaft from growing worfe, they ftridly 
forbad all to go to hear Francis^ or to have 
any manner of Correfpondence with him. 

But thefe Prohibitions only irritated the 
People's Curiofity •, they ran in Crowds to 
hia Sermons 3 and himfelf in a Letter he 
then writ to Lewis of Sales his Brother, 
fignify'd that nothing but fome Remains of 
human Confiderations, which in all ap- 
pearance wou'd not laft much longer, 
bad hindered Baron DavuHy a Man of Quali* 
ty. Worth, and Learning, and of great 
Efteem with the Calvimjlsy from coming 
I 5 publicly 
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publicly to hear him, with the Syndics of 
tlic Town i that the moll confidcrable dfi 
the Party were no, longer afraid to own the 
Defire they had to be fatisfy'd in the con- 
troverted Points ; had been much ftartled 
at aSerrfion he made on the real Prefcncc; 
and fuch as dui*!! not openly appcar'at it, 
had plac'd themfclves in a private Room. 

Thus much Francifs Humility per- 
mitted him to impart to a Brother, from 
whom he us'd to conceal nothing as to 
other Affairs \ but we learn from the Hif- 
tbrians of his Life, that he preach'd with 
fo much Energy on the real Prefencc, ditt 
there afofe amoAg the Auditors a confiu^d 
Nbife, as of Perfons that felt thenrielves 
overpowered with the Force of Truth J and 
that thisSermon converted fix hundred SoUls. 

This Succefs did the more frighten the 
Confiftory, becaufe it was eafy to foi*efeeit 
wou'd foon be followed by a grciater, tinlefi 
fome Means might be found to put a' Stop 
to it. For this End feveral Expedients 
were motiori'd. Some were of opinion, that 
both Parties fhou'd give in Writing a Cotl- 
Icffion of Faith, and an Aflembly ffapu^d 
meet to confer about it in a fincere and 
friendly Mannef.; Ochers were for com- 
miffiotiing the Miniftei* Viret^ who was atf 
eminent Mariirt the I*arty,' to coiifer alone 
:WithFr4»a7 -, arid fome again wtrc for join- 
ing other Minifters with him. All 
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Ail ttiefe C^kuons were attended with. 
tlleir Difficulties, as to the Execution. A» 
to the jBrft, which r^arded the Confeflioa 
of Faith, it fuppos'd, that they agreed 
upon the main, when in reality they did 
not, as appeared afterwards from the Dif* 
putes that arofe among the Calvinijis. Th& 
O^inioH' which was for the Minifter VtreCi 
confeiring alone with Fr^uirm, had likewifer 
lAfnGonvenieftces: It was moVdas to this 
Particular, that it wou'd be dangerous to 
tnift ^le Caufe of Faidi to a fingle Man ^ 
that Franch was aPerfon of Learning and 
Experience in Controverfy, had a perfedt 
Ctaimand of himfelf, purfu'd his Subjiedfc 
tO' die feft, and' therefore woa'd have too 
g^eac am Aditantage in difputing wixh ons: 
Mft»: This^ Opinion being rejedted, they 
bad no other Choice before them^ but 
t»einbrace the third : But here too it was 
cbjeAed, that this wouM do too much 
nkxiour to Franch of Sales^ and wou'd 
makethe World think they flood in fcai^ 
of him-*, that already- his Reputation wa»' 
too great, to increafe it by fo folemn a- 
Difpute, which wou'd make the greater 
Noife abroad, the greater Concourfc of 
People it (houM draw togi^ther. 

To coine to a Refolution, is very hard 
to be done in- Aflfemblies which cmfifl: off 
Perfims almoft.equal in Authority 5 whti(heir 

it 
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it be, that every Particular is ambitious to 
have his own (pinion prevail, and thinks it 
below him to fubmit to another's ; or that 
more there are, who can ftart Difficukies, 
than are able to remove them by fatisfaftory 
Anfwers. 

§. 16. Thus it was with the Confiftory 
held at Tbonon\ many Difficulties and 
Expedients were brought upon the board, 
but there was no coming to an Agreement 
upon them. Francis himfelf informs us, 
in his above-mention*d Letter to Lewii of 
Sales^ how the Minifters were at a puzzje 
concerning him ; that he had run them to 
a Neceflity of coming to a Conference, but 
they were not able to reiblve upon the 
Matter. Thefe Perplexities increasMamoi^ 
them, when Francis^ who knew their weak 
fide, and refblv'd to make his Advantage 
of it, prefs'd them by feveral public 
Writings to accept of a Conference, as the 
only Expedient to put an End to their 
Differences, and to remove the Scandal 
which the People had taken at their 
Silence. 

There was no waving fo public a Chal-^ 
lenge 3 and then again to fruftrate any 
longer the £xpe6tation$ both of the Catho- 
lics and i^tCalvin%fis\yj refuting it, woifd 
have inEinitely endangor^d the Reputation 
of their Caufe^ They accepted it thov- 

fore* 
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fore, and both Parties agreed upon the Day, 
the Place, the Matters to be handled, and 
of every thing, in6ne, that might bring 
iheir Differences to an happy lifue. 

This News, upon the fpreading of it, 
drew Multitudes of People to Thonott^ 
fix>m Geneva fiom the neighbouringTowns, 
and from all fides of Chahlais : Francis firft 
repaired to the Place appointed for the Con- 
ference^ 'twas thought the Minifters wou'd 
not fail to appear^ and the CalviniJlszXvtz&f 
proclaimed theirViftory. But it damp'dthem 
exceedingly, when the Miniflers, inflead 
of appearing, feni to be excused, upon Pre- 
tence that Care had not been taken to ob- 
tain the Duke of Savoys Leave for the 
holding of this Affembly. This counter- 
feit Refpedl for their Soveraign's Authority, 
from which, it was well known, they had 
difpens'd themfelvesin Occafions of greater 
Nicety, was by no means fatisfaftory to the 
People of either Party : It was common 
Talk, that this Inconvenience might eafily 
have been forefcen, and as eafily rcmedy*d j 
that it cou'd not rationally be doubted, but 
the Duke of Savoy^ by whofc Orders 
Francis was known to be come into Chablaisj 
wou''d approve of every thing he Ihotfd 
think proper to be done within the Prccinds 
of his Miniftry -, that he wou'd not have 
been the firft at the Place of Conference, 

had 
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had he not a full Aflurance, that in all this 
he did nothing which couM give Difplea- 
fure to his Prince, or Offence to his Au- 
thority i that, infinci this Excufe of the 
Minifters was in Equity of Conftruftion a 
pure Evafion, equally difgracefol to the 
Calvinift Party and Religion. 

But becaufe thefe Pretences, as ground- 
lefs as. they were, had yet ai plaufible' 
Appearance, Francis receivM their Excufe 
with great Civility, and took care to have 
them told that he wou'd anfwer for all, and 
undertake to gain the Duke's Pernniflion, 
and Approbation too, for all that might 
be done before it were receiv'd. The 
Minifters anfwcr'd, that the Security he 
dffer'd was not fufficient, and that in Things 
which might poffibly interfere with the 
Prince's Authority, no Precautions cou-d 
be too much. Francis, to this lecond 
Excufe reply'd, that till the Duke's Per- 
miflion arriv'd, they might content thenFi-^ 
fclves with that of Biron Hermanee^ Go- 
vernour of the Province, whom rite 
Prince had invefted with full Power 
as to Things relating to Religion, and that 
he wou'd engage to procure it. 

And now there fccm*d to be no waykfc 
them for a Retreat, and every-body ex- 
pcfted the Minifters wou'd repair at laftto 
the Conference, But, asthcy hadpCJfoMd 

not 
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not to venture thcmfelves in a Difputrwith 
Francis, not heeding what Judgment Men 
wou'd pafs upon ib Ihameful a Flight, 
which as to outward appearance at leaft 
gave up the Caufe to the Catholics ; they 
anlwer*d, that they own'd no Authority in 
Baron Hermance, fave only in civil Affairs 5 
and this Affembly being wholly defign*d 
for the difcufling of ccclefiaftical Matters, 
it was abfolutely ncccffary to have the 
Prince's Leave j that in cafe Things fuc- 
ceeded not according to his Intentions, he 
might clear himfclf, by difowningthe Go- 
vemour's Leave •, buttheiraflembling wou'd 
infallibly be charg'd againfl: them as an In- 
droachmcnt upon the Sovcraign's Autho- 
rity. 

§•. ty. Thefe Proceedings carry*d in the 
very face of them fo much Infmceriry, 
and fo clearly fliew*d the great Diffidence 
the Calvinifti had in their Caufe, that on 
the one fide they confirmed the new Ca- 
tholics in the Faith ; and, on the orher^ 
ftrangely fcandaliz'd the Calvinijls. This 
Scandal went fo far, that one of the Mi- 
nifters themfelvft being aftiam'd to fee his 
Bretliren play fall and toofc, went himfclf 
to Francis^ and told him he came to make 
good their Promife, and to dilputc; with 
him. This Conference made not th^t Noifc 
which the other wc have been Q)eakingof 

wou'd 
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wouM have done ; but as they a£ted with 
Candour and Sincerity on both (ides» it 
had greater Succefs than the other in all ap- 
pearance wou*d have had. 

The Method which Frtf««j oi Sales fol- 
lowed on this occafion was the fame he had 
fo fuccefsfully us'd, and which had put the 
Minifters to a Nonplus; he made this 
Pcrfon grant him, that without infifting 
upon Things which they themfelves look'd 
upon as indifierent, the whole Subject of 
Debate ought to be thofe EfTentials which 
they had made the Grounds of their Sepa- 
ration, and declared to be the true Motive 
of their Rupture with the Catholic Church. 
Having gained this Point, he eafily con- 
vinced him of two others J the one, that 
the Catholics ought not to be charged with 
fuch Confequences of their Doctrine as they 
deny'd j the fecond, that the Senfe of the 
Church was not to be gathered from the 
Writings of fome private Dodors, but 
from the Fountains themfelves, as from the 
Council of Trent ^ which was exprelly call*d 
to decide the Points in queftion, and which 
cou'd not be charged with.mifunderftand- 
ing or mifreprefenting the Doctrine of the 
Catholic Church. 

The Minifter cou'd not but admit thcfc 
three Propofitions ; neither was it cafy for 
him afterwards to evade the Confequences. 

In 
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In cffeA, Francis of Sales fo clearly de» 
monftrated to him, how the Church had 
been calumniated, her Doftrinc mifrepre- 
fented, Opinions put upon her which (he 
had never held, and her real T'enets tor- 
tured into Confequences, which Ihe always 
dcny'd j in a word, how ftie taught nothing 
but what was pious and orthodox when 
rightly underftood, that the Miniftcr was 
fdrc*d to yield. 

His Converfion cou*d not be kept fo fe- 
crct, but the contrary Party got Intelligence 
of it. They quickly faw it wou*d infal- 
libly produce fome ftrange EfTedts, unlefs 
care were taken to prevent them. They 
employed his Friends and Relations to 
bring him back to their Communion -, they 
fpar*d not for Threats nor Promifes, but 
both in vain^ iniine, they caft him into 
Pfifon, fuborn*d falfe Witnefles, charged 
him with Crimes he had never done, and 
did their utmoft to flatter or frighten him 
into Compliance. As this Minifter was 
one of known Probity, it cou d not enter 
into any Man's Thoughts, that they wou'd 
have carry'd the Matter any farther ^ but 
this Occafion made appear on the one hand 
the Violence of a falfe Zeal, and on the other 
the Power of Grace in a Soul, whofe Conver- 
fion was not any way&influencM by human 
Confiderations. Injuftice was here carry'd 

to 



«iO 21b^ L I F E of Book II. 

CO its higheft Pitch ; the Minifter was 
condemn'd to die, and the Sentence executed 
with fo much Precipitation, that Francis 
had not time to addrefs the Prince in his 
Favour, as he defign'd to have done. 

This Cruehy was equally abhor'd by 
Catholics and Calvinifts^ and had a quite 
different EfFeft from what they defign'd, 
which was to ftem the Tide and Courfe of 
Converfions. The Advocate Poncet^ a 
Man of great Repute both in Gtneva and 
in all Cbabiais^ and Baron Davuli^ whom 
we mentioned above, cou*d not endure to 
fee, that after fuch peaceable Methods were 
rejefted, they fhou'd take fuch Ways to. 
preferve their Religion ^ Calvinifm loft 
ins Credit with them*, they begahto think 
that what they laboured to maintain by 
Cabals and Means wholly human,' in -all 
Probability was firft fet on foot by the like 
Methods. On the contrary, Fr<i«m-'s Apof- 
tolical Deportment, exempt from the leaft 
Sufpicion of Intereft, his incomparable 
Meeknefs, infinitely removed from every 
thing that carry'd the leaft Appearance ^ 
Frowardnefs ; his Piety and Charity, his 
Patience and unweary'd Zeal for the Salva- 
tion of Souls, which nothing in the World 
was able to weaken, were fo many ftrong 
and eflfedlual Calls, whereby God invited 
them to return into the Bofom of theCatholic 

Church i 
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hurch ; but the Prejudices of Education* 
c Conveniences of a Religion which no 
(s flattered the Senfes, than the Catholic 
hurch madeit her Bufinefs to fubdue them \ 
I imaginary Shame to fhift Religions, the 
'alk which fuch a Change wouM raife, the 
ncmies it wou'd bring upon them ; in a 
ord, the Lois of the Credit and Au- 
ority they had gain'd in a powerhil Par- 
' which had the Afcendant in the Province, 
ere fo many Chains which retained them 

their Error, and hindered them from 
illowing the Diftatcs of their Confcience. 

The Advocate Poncet was the firft of the 
TO that pafs'd by all thcfe Confiderations j 
r made a Vifit to Francis j had a long 
onference with him, and, one may fay, 
: yielded not, till he found he was 
stable to hold out longer. Ht was 
>wcVcr for having his Converfion kept 
tret ; and exprefly capitulated, that two 
7itnel!fes only Ihou'd be prefent when he 
lade his Abjuration. But Francis^ who 
irefaw the Advantages which wou'd follow 
pon the Converfion of a Man of his 
.cpute, after he had condefcended to hinfa 
I this Point, in fuch perfuafive Words 
prefented to him, how one ought not to be 
» timorous in the Affairs of Salvation y 
lat nothing elfe but an unfeafonabte' 
tiamc cou'd hinder him from publicly 

acknoW' 
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acknowledging the Favour God had done 
him ; how Jtfus Cbriji was not for thofe 
lurking Difciples, who had not Courage to 
own him for their Mafter in the &ce of the 
World ; and wou'd not before his Father 
own chofe for his, whom temporal Intereft 
had deter'd from confefling him before 
Men, that in the End he made a public 
Profcffion of the Cathode Faith. 

§. 1 8. His Example was followed with 
the Converfions of a. great Number of 
Per fons of every Condition . Put none fur- 
nilh^d fo much matter of Difcourie, as 
that of Baron Davuli. He was the main 
Pillar, as one may fay, of the Cdhnnifi 
Farcy in Cbahlais\ and by his excellent 
Qualities had gain'd an extraordinary Re- 
putation in Geneva^zndi in the neighbouring 
Provinces. He had marry*d a Catholic 
Lady of an illuftrious Family, who yet 
was more illuftrious for her Virtue : The 
Condefcenfion, theMeeknefs, theCharity, 
and Piety of this Lady, were the firft At- 
tradlives which God made ufe of, to recover 
her Spoufc from the Ways of Error» 
wherein he had been engagM more by his 
Birth, than his own free Choice. He again 
cou*dnot imagine that God, whofe Mercies 
were infinite toward the greateft Sinners, 
wou*d abandon fo virtuous a Perfon to Lies 
and lUufions ^ with this Perfuafion, he en- 

deavourM 
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deavour'd by fiiir and gentle Means to 
draw her ovttr to Cdvinifm -, but the Lady, 
being direfted by Francis of Sales^ made 
appear fuch a Steadineis m her Faith, that 
he promis'd to give her no farther Molef- 
tation. This Point being won, fhe gained 
another u^n him, which was, that he ftiou'd 
go andhearFr^;inj, who preached the Lent 
at Tbonon. They went together, and Francis 
being informed of it, preach*d with fo much 
Strength of Argument upon the Marks of the 
true Church, that Davuli began to waver : 
At the fame time theMinifter above- menti- 
on'd was put to death, to the great Scandal of 
Parties ; Davuli^ being a rerfon of great 
Equity, publicly difapprov'd of this Vio- 
lence I they gave him but forry Reafons in 
defence of it, which made him quite lofe the 
Efteem he had had till then for the Minifters. 
But as yet Che Work was far from being 
perfeAed. Davuli was a Man of Learning, 
and till this time had been a Calvinift of a 
fincere Hearty the Minifters had incurred 
his Sufpicion by fo bafely refufing to enter 
upon a Conference with Francis:, their 
Cruelty to the converted Minifter had in- 
creased his Jealoufy : But as it was not 
agreeable to the Rules of Juftice, to pro- 
nounce upon the Goodnefs of a Religion 
from the ill Behaviour of its Preachen 
Qi^; Profeflbrs, his Mind continued in an 

equal 
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equal Ballance, ib as not to fuffer him^to 
declare himfelf in favour of one of the 
two Religions, to the Prdjudice of tljc 
other. The Converfation he had witii 
Francis refcu'd him from this dangeroijs 
State, and made him to incline to the Catho- 
lic Religion. The Lady Davuli, hh Wife, 
fccondcd the Endeavours of this Apoftolicil 
Man by her Alms, by her fervent' Prayers, 
and by the continual Tears Ihe pour*d 
forth in the Prefence of God, in order to 
obtain of him the Converfion of her Huf- 
band. The Father of Mercies inclin'd 
" his Ear, he heard the Prayers which with fo 
much Faith this virtuous Wife prefentcd 
* to him. Davuli now acknowledged that 
■ it was not Ihe, but himfelf, that had been 
engaged in Error and Illiifion j and, infine, 
the Infidel Hufband, as the Apoftle fays, 
was fanftify'd by the Faithful Wife. 

This Converfion coft Francis more Piuns 
than al 1 the reft together. As the Seeps that 
Davuli had taken towards it Were of the laft 
Confcquence, ahd like to make a great 
Noife in the World, he refolv'd there fhou'd 
be nothing left undone that might reproach 
his Confcicnce. He frequently difcours'd 
with Francis^y he writ down his own Doubts, 
and. .Fr^^^/j's Anfwers to themj then he 
*c*atnin'd tHem widi all the Attention th^t 
a Man Wou'd ufe under the Appreheiifipns 
'' ■ ' '"of 
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of being miftakcn in his neareft and moft 
important Concerns. : All this falling fhorc 
of giving him Satisfadtion, and i3ecaure.he 
cou'd not treat with him at Ihonon^ with 
that Liberty and Secrefy he defir'd ; he 
-gave him a Meeting in a Foreft a League 
out of TbonoHj whither they both repaired 
feveral times in the Week, and difcours'd 
at their full liberty of all the Points con- 
troverted between, the Catholics and the Cal- 
viniftiy infine, Davuli^ being now upon 
the point of yielding, had a Thought fug- 
gelled to his Mind, that there was one-.Pre- 
caution more to be taken in order to lecure 
himfelf from the Reproach which fome 
might caft upon him, for having confulted 
himfelf .alone in the important Choice he 
was gouig to make of a Religion wherein 
he pretended to live and die. , Hepropos'd 
to Francis the putting down in writing the 
principal Points of their Entertainments, 
and the fending them to Geneva and Berne^ 
to fee what; the ableft of their Minifters, 
who ufually refided in thefe. two Towns, 
cou'd anfwer to them. Francis reply'd, 
that it was never his Defign to deceive or 
furprife any body, that he approved of the 
.Pfoppfal, but withal alTur'd him, that ei- 
ther they, wou'd give np Anfwer at all, or 
;fuch as wou*d not in any manner conhite 
his Tenets: And cben he defir'd him that, 

after 
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after he had made this laft Effay, he wouM 
no longer defer to make a public Profef- 
fion of the Cadiolic Faith. Davuli gave 
him his Word upon it. The Conferenca 
they had had together were written, and 
fent to the Minifters of Geneva and Bern. 

It happen*d juft as Francis expected % 
Davuli receivM no Anfwer j he took ihcir 
Silence for a Confeffion of their Unable- 
nefs; and deploring their Obftinacy and 
Blindnefs he renounced the Schifm, and was 
received into the Catholic Church. 

This was done in fuch a manner, as abun- 
dantly rewarded the Pains which Francis 
had taken in this Converlion. Davuli^ 
who did nothing by halves, wou'd have 
all the Country and Geneva too to know 
the Day he was to make his Abjuration. 
He invited to it all he cou'd think of. The 
Day being come, he made a public Decla* 
ration of the Motives of his Converfion, 
exhorted every one to follow his Example, 
and to difpofe themfelves for the like 
heavenly Grace. He abjur'd the Errors 
of Calvin^ and was received into the Ca- 
tholic Communion in the Prefcncc of ail 
the People of Tbonon^ and of a great 
many Geneva Calvinifts^ who had refomd 
thither on purpofe to be Witneflcs of 4 
Thing they cou'd not have bclieVd, had 
they not fccn it with their own Eyes. ? 
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So authentic a Converfion fillM the Ca- 
tholics with Joy, and the Cahinijls with 
Confufion ; and this the greater, fbrafmuch 
as it was follow'd with a great Number of 
others, fb that Francis not being able to 
turn himfelf to fo much Bufinefs, was 
obliged to fend for fome Afliftance. One 
thing there happened at the fame time, 
which entirely ruin'd the Minifter's Repu- 
tation. Davulfs Affairs required him to 
go frequently to Geneva j as he glory'd in 
his Converfion, and was withal too great a 
Man to fear his being infulted, he appear d 
as publickly there, and fpoke with as much 
Liberty as ever he did before his Change ; 
nay, fo great was their Refpeft toward 
him, that they durft not fo much as men- 
tion it to him. However, a Minifter called 
La Faye^ who had formerly been much 
efteem'd by him, undertook to do it; but 
Daiuli anfwer'd, that his Advice came 
too late, that he fhou'd have anfwer'd the 
Writing he fent to the Miniftersof Geneva 
and Bernej that he and his Brethren were a 
Company of Cowards, who durft not 
defend their Religion againf: fmgle Francis 
of Salesj who had fo frequently and fo 
publickly challeng'd them to do it. The 
Minifter, nettled at thefe Reproaches, re- 
ply 'd, that he was ready to go to Thonon^ 
, and difpute with Francis^ and wou^d en- 
- ga^e to convince him in his Hearing j that 
Vpl. I. K he 
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he had palm'd upon him a wrong Esqm^ 
fition of the Catholic Do6hinc, which ill 
cffcft was very diflfcrcnt from the Tums 
and Explications vrhichFrancis had given it 

Davuli took him at his word. They 
agreed upon a Day to go to Thonon^ and 
Davuli went and inform'd Francis^ that 
in a few Days he wou*d have to do with an 
Adverfary worthy of himfelf. Fronds 
anfwcr*d, he fliou'd be welcome, that he 
wou'd not foil to meet him, but cotfd 
hardly believe, that, after the Minifters of 
^hononh^iA refused to encounter him, thofc 
of Geneva wou'd undertake to do it In 
cfieft. La Faye broke his word, and tho' 
Baron Davuli went three or four times W 
Gen&ua toexaft hisPromife, he had always 
fomenew Pretext to bring himfelf off. 

Nothing cou'd have happened more fta- 
fonably, than this obftinate Refufal of the 
Minifter, for the confirming Davuli in the 
Faith he had embraced -, but being one that 
wou*d not eafily let go his hold, he proposed 
it to Francis that he (hotfd go himlelf to 
Geneva^ and challenge this Minifter to a 
Difpute. Fr^«rfjanfwer*d, that in his Opi- 
nion, this were venturing a little too ^,his 
Miffion reached not Geneva^ which was 
not fubjeft to the Duke of Savoy ^ but 
was conSnM to Cbahlais and the three Bai- 
liwicks } 'that this Conference being held 
without 'Orders and without Witncffi% 

the 
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tbe Miniftets, tho^ worftcd in e&St, roigkt 

proclaim thcmfclves the Viftorsi and in 

ofehe (hou*d tdccl widi any ill Treatment 

fom their hands, the World might rca- 

fonably blame hb IrAdifcrecion, which 

had exposed him to ir^ that he knew tlie 

Genius of the Genrjians^ how they were 

naturally feditious, and fuch deadly Ene- 

Aiies CO the Cathoiic Religion, that they 

cotfd not brook the Appearances of it, 

and therefore worfd infallibly take it as an 

Affront, for him to go and attack their 

Paftors within their very Walls. 

Davuli reply*d, there might indeed be 
rcaibn to fear thefe Inconveniences, were 
the Conference, he motion'd, to be made 
in pi^lic and in form, or did it appear to be 
their Dcfign ; but that all he dcfir'd was to 
have him join in a civil Vifitto the Minif- 
va La Faye\ that himfdf wou'd infenfibly 
draw on the Difpure ; in a word, he wou'J 
anfwer for the Confequences, and had ftill fb 
much Credit and fo manyFriendsin Geneva^ 
is to be able to fcrecn him from all Infalts. 

Francis having rothing more at heart 
than to ftrengthcn Davuli in his Faith, and 
fearing on the other hand that hisRefjfal, 
3id he perfift in it, might be liable to the 
fameCenfurc as that of the Mi- iftcr, and 
3C mifconftruM to the Prejudice of rl:e Ca- 
holic Religion, yielded to his Requcft. 
Accordingly they went for Geneva, ac- 
K 2 com^jiv\^*vl 
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companyM by feme of Davul?% Friendsi I 
who, in cafe of Neceffity, might be Wit- y 
neffcs to all that (hou'd happen in the Vifit I 
they were going to make. \ 

Never Man was fo furpris'd as this Mi- \ 
nifter at the Sight of the famous Francis 
of Sales^ whom he dreaded in efFedt more 
than he let appear by his Looks. The 
Conference held for three Hours-, but for 
all Francis of Sales cou'd do to oblige the 
Minifter to clear one Point before he went 
to another, the Man finding it his Ad- 
vantage to examine nothing to the bottom, 
trumpt up fuch a Multiplicity of Difficul- 
ties, that he wou*d give no time to have 
any of them clear*d. There was brought 
upon the board the Unity of the Church, 
the Sacrament of the Eucharift, good 
\!Vorks, human Satisfaftions, Purgatory, 
the Interceffion and Invocation of Saints, 
and feveral other Points of Controverfy > 
Matters fo very copious, that . three whole 
Days wou'd have been too ihort to kt them 
in their proper Light : But there was no 
help for it, the Minifter was of neceffity to 
be followed, and whenever he was pinch'd 
upon one Queftion, he leapt immediately in- 
to another ^ but this however with fo clear 
a Difadvantage, that reading in the Hearers 
Looks the Infufficiency of his own An- 
fwers, he broke off the Conference, with 

a whole 
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a whole Torrent of injurious Language, 
which he threw on Francis of Sales. 

The Gentlemen who fat by, incens'd at 
the Minifter's Infolence, fuggefted fomc 
biting Anfwers to Francis^% Ear, which 
indeed the Minifter gave him a fair Occar 
fion to return. But he anfwcr'd with his 
ufual Mceknefs, ll:>at had be been provided 
withfolid Reafons^ be wou'd not have flood 
in need of reproachful Language^ that a Man 
who is Jinking has a right to catch at what 
he can \ and for his own part, he never in 
bis life fpoke a harjh Word to any Man 
biit what he repented afterwards. 

The Advantage which the Ifliie of this 
Conference brought to Francis and the 
Catholic Church, may eafily be gathered 
from what Baron Davuli did afterwards. 
He writ a Book of the Motives of his Con- 
vcrfion, and had it printed at Lyons', in 
which he fpeaks fo largely in the Praife of 
Francis of Salesy as to leave no room to 
imagine that he looked upon him as one 
that had deceived him, and given him a 
wrong Account of the Catholic Doftrine ; 
nor could he have thought him any better. 
Man, had he been worfted in the Con- 
ference, of which we have been fpeaking, 
or rather, had he not been vidtorious in: 
every Point; 

K ^ THE 
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K. 4, mwt 
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BOaK IIL SECT. L 

THE Fame of the great Sutcefi- 
and Advantages, which Francis, 
had lately obtain'd againft the 
Heretics, foon fpread itfelf through air 
Savoy \ itpafe'dthe Mountains^ and reached' 
even Rom^ itfelf. It came to the Ears of 
the Duke of Savoy ^ and the Pope too* 
The more this truly Apoftolical Man en- 
deavoured, as one may fay, to conceal his 
Performances from hknfclf, and to afcribe 
all the Glory to the Father of Lights, the 
Author of all Good, from whom, as from, ' 
the original Source, fpring all thofe excel- 
l^t cSts, which Men arc arpt to admire,, 
K 5 .. without 
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without looking up to their Caufe ^ the 

more did this fame God, whom he ferv'd 

with fuch a Purity of Intention, take a 

Pleafure in fctting forth the Glory of his 

faithful Servant, who had nothing but his 

Intereft in View. Every-body talk'd of 

his Zeal and Courage, of his Meekneis 

and Capacity, of his fingular Addrefs in 

infinuating himfelf into the Minds of 

Men, and of his unweary d Conftancy in 

the Labours of his Apoftolical Miifion. 

This it was that brought him from all 

Parts Letters of Congratulation. The 

firft chat wrote to him was the Bifhop of 

Geneva^ to whom he had all along given 

an exa£l Account of whatever had pafs'd 

in Cbablais^ and whom he always con- 

fulted as to every Undertaking. The next 

was PreGdent Favre^ who congratulated 

him, both in his own and the Duke 

of Savo/s Name. Baron Hermance^ that 

celebrated Man, Father Pojfevin a JefuitCi 

and the Archbifliop of Bary fhe Pope's 

Nuncio at Turin^ did the fame. But rrc- 

fident Favre did fomething more ; for at 

the fame time he dedicated to him his 

twelfth Book of Conje£lures on the Civil 

Law. The Praifts he gives him, in the 

dedicatory Epiftle, feem incapable of an 

Addition ; and they are the more to Frah^ 

di*s Honour, for as much as it was his 

fingle 
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fing!6 Merit that procured them ; and that 
this great Man was in his Nature very 
foaring of them, Infine, the Pope him- 
iclf fcnt to hitn a Letter full of Efteem^ 
[An. 1596.} wherein he exhorted him ta 
continue his Apoftolical Labours, and to 
compleat the Cbnverfion of Cbablaisp 
which fo happily he had begun. 

But nothing gave hiin fo much Satis* 
faiftion as a Brief. he received for Baroa 
DavuiU whtrein the Pope exprefs'd the 
Value and Efteem he had for that Gentle- 
man. From this Brief we learn how much 
the Lady Davuli contribured to her Huf- 
band*s Converfion, as likewife the great 
Efteem the Duke of Savoy^ and all the 
Country had for him ; for Clement Vlllth^ . 
after having congratulated him upon his 
happy Return to the Catholic Communion^ 
exhorts him to protedl the Infant Church 
cf CbaMais, and to imitate the Apoftle 
of the Gentiles, who, after he had beca 
one of .the fierceft Perfecuters of the Faith^ 
by his exaft Correfpondence wkh God*s 
Grace, turn'd one of her moft zealpus. 
Champions. 

Nothing^more intoxicates the Mind of 
Man than rraife and Conimendation: For^ 
tho' an affeftcd Modefty may falve Ap- 
pearances, he generally yields to the Temp- 
tation, and entitles himfelf to fome Share- 

at 
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at lead of what entirely belongs to God. 
Francis was very clear of this Fault, as ap- 
peared from his manner of receiving the 
above-mentionM Letters. Some he anfwer'd 
in the Words of the Apoftle, that as we have 
nothing but what we have received from 
God, we have no reafon to fet a Value 
on ourfelves •, others, that neither he that 
plants', nor he that waters, is any thing, but 
the Succefs is wholly owing to God who 
gives the Increafe •, that it were in vain 
for a Man to fpeak to the Senfe of Hear- 
ing, unlefs God fpeak to the Heart-, and 
that he who made all out of nothing, can 
with Eafe do any thing by the vileft In- 
ftruments. And his Behaviour was per- 
fectly agreeable to his Sentiments ; he 
cou*d not endure to have more Refpeft 
than ufual fhewn to him *, he was of an 
eafy Accefs, as familiar with the poor as 
ever : The moft honourable Functions he 
left to others, and chofe for himfclf the 
ineaneft and moft laborious : His Meek- 
nefs and Patience, inftead of growing lefs, 
was daily on the Increafe : He was never 
known to value himfclf, or to ftand upon 
the Advanuges of his Birth, nor upon the 
Credit, Efteem and Favour he had with 
his Prince: The Injuries that were daily 
done him went off unpunifh^d, infomuch 
that he feem*d to iiave no manner of Con- 

cera 
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:rn for any thing, but the Intereft of 
fodand his Church. 

§. 2. In this manner he continued Ris 
liflion with as great Succefs as he couM 
dl defire: But no Condition of Life 
in be fo happy as not to lie exposed to the 
bntradidlions of unforefeen Events. About 
lis tinie Baron Hermance^ a Perfon of 
nown Wifdom and Zeal for the Catholic 
Ldigion, fell dangeroufly ill, and foon 
ficr dy*d, when there appeared the great- 
ft need of his Advice and Authority. 
Ic lov*d Francis of Sales as his Friend, 
nd honour'd him as his Father, was always 
ady . to forward his Defigns, and had 
;ain*d fuch Credit in the Province, as en- 
bled him to* go through with Affairs of 
lie greateft Difficulty. Francis affifted him 
1 his Sicknefs and at his Death, and we 
nay reafonably look upon it as a Re- 
gard of his Virtue even in this World, 
hat he iiv'd fo long a time in the Com* 
any: of fo great a Saint, and renderM up 
lis Soul in his Arms. 

His Death was the more lamented, by 
tafbn that the Perfon who fucceeded him 
vas far from beinghis like : He was Jerome 
Lambert^ .a Man of Merit, but very flen- 
ierly provided, as to thofe bright Qua* 
ities which appeared in Baron Hermame \ 
)f a rigid and haughty Humour, who un- 
der 
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der Pretence of aflcrring the Prince's Au- 
thority, difpleas'd all the World 5 fo that 
he rais'd the People's Hatred as much as 
his Prcdeceflbr had won their Love, Franm^ 
who made the beft of every thing, fuffcr'd 
a great deal from this Governor without the 
leaft Complaint. Not that the Man had 
no Confideration for him^ the Duke of 
Savoy had prevented it by his Recommen- 
dations. But his fevere and haughty Ways 
did by no means fuit with Francij^s extreme 
Sweetnefs ^ who was often for having fome 
things not done at all, rather than they 
fliou'd be carry'd in fuch a manner as to 
bring upon him the Averfion of the People. 
For diis reafon not daring any longer to 
fay Mafs in Tbono/t^ be went every Day to 
celebrate in a Chapel, which ftood at ft 
confiderable diftance from the Town. The 
Winter was very fevere, and a Brook which 
he was to pafs fwell'd to that d^ree 
with the melting of the Snow, that k had 
carry'd down all the Bridges. For all this^ 
he pafs'd it to and fro every Day. upon a 
Plank all cover'd with Ice, Aiding albng 
upon his Hands and Knees, not without 
riiquing his Life. The Danger to which 
be expos'd himfelf, ftruck a /Terrour 
into all that beheld him } but nothing 
^ou'd ftem the Zeal of this Apoftolica] Man \ 
over and above that be found §6 nnuch 

Comfort 
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Comfort and Increafe of Strength in feed- 
ing on the Bread of the Strong, that the 
itioli: apparent Dangers cou'd not have 
retarded nim. And he took a PJeafurc in 
owning, that he had advanced the Conver- 
fion of ChaUais more by his fervent and 
continual Prayers, than by all the other 
Talents it had pleas'd God to beftow upon 
him. ^be Apojiles^ faid he, always joined 
Prayer with Preaching ; and the People of 
Goa overcame their Enemies no lejs by the 
Prayers of Mofes, than by the Arms of 
Jofue *, *tis a Mijiake to think to convert 
People by any other Means y than what were 
emplofd by Jefus Chrift and his Apojlles. 
^be Change of Marfs Heart can only come, 
from Godf and we can never fujficiently 
beg it of him. 

Baron Hermance^ mov'd at the Danger, 
which he daily rifqu'd of falling into this 
rapid. Torrent, where he riiuft inevitably 
have been lofl, had fome time before hu 
Peath with a great deal of Prudence pro- 
moted the Rc-ellablifhment of the Mais in 
fhonon ; and in all appearance he wou*d 
have gain'd his Point without ufing Vio- 
lencC) and even with the Confent of thofe 
whofe Intereft it chiefly was to oppofe it. 
But his Succcffor wanting both his PruJencc 
and his Credit, Francis chofe rather daily! 
to cxpofc his Life, than to hazard the 
^ ' Mif. 
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Mifcarriagc of an Undertaking which had 
coft him fo dear, by a Method fo dircftly 
contrary to what had hitherto been us'd. 

$ . 3. Mean while his Succefs going daily 
forward, the Duke of Savoy^ who cx- 
pefted no fmall Advantage from the Con- 
verfion of Chabiais^ thought it proper to 
difcourfe him about it. He difpatch*d a 
Letter to him full of Efteem and Thanks, 
with exprels Orders to repair immediately 
to Turin ^ to confer with himfelf about the 
Ways and Means to advance a Work of 
this Nature, which equally concern*d both 
Church and State. 

Francis J who was fully perfuaded that 
this Prince had hitherto been fomewhat too 
forgetful of his Intereft, and that the Con- 
currence of the Royal Authority, if mildly 
manag'd, wou'd certainly be of good Effed,^ 
gave humble Thanks to God for having^ 
at laft open'd his Eyes, ind touched his 
Heart \ and was preparing for his Journey,. 
when Father Baumes^ z Preacher of the 
Order of CapuchtNs^ arrived at Tbonon^ 
with the Pope's Brief for Francis^ and upon 
an important Affair, which he was to pro- 
pofe to him in the Name of his Holincfs. 
This Brief, which was dated the firft of 
OSober^ 1596, was nothing but Creden- 
tials, in which Pope ClementYlll^ after he 
had exprefs^d the great Opinion be had of his 

Prudence 
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Prudence and Ability, and the Confidence 
he repos'd in his Zeal for the Holy See, 
rcfer*d him to Father Baumes, who was to 
comnnunicate to him on the Part of his 
Holineis a nice Affair, which he thought 
fit to entruft him withal, as the moft capa- 
ble Perfon to bring it to a happy Ifliie. He 
therefore add refs'd himfclf to Father Baumes^ 
and defir*d to know the Orders he had 
brought from his Holinefs. The Father 
anfwer'd, that the Pope's Defire was, that 
he fhou'd endeavour to have a Conference 
with Theodore Beza, that he (houM fpare 
for nothing to win him back to the Catho- 
lic Church, and if he gain*d him, (hou'd 
give him AfTurance on the Part of his Ho- 
linefs of all the Advantages he cou*d defire, 
excepting only Ecclefiaftical Dignities, 
which were not to be offer'd him, and this 
upon the beft Security himfelf cou'd think 
of. 

; E very-body knows that Beza was the 
moft femous Minifter of the Calvinijt V^rty. 
Even while Calvin was alive, he Ihar'd 
in his Authority, and it all devolved 
to. him at his Death. It muft be own'd, 
he was one of the greateft Genius's of 
his Age 5 he fpoke and wrote both in 
Profc and Verfe with the utmoft Politc- 
nels J and tho* he was not Calvin^s Match . 
in point of Learning, he was fuperior 

to 
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of Man was changeable, whereas polSibly a^ 
this Junfture he was in a good Difpofition, 
which perhaps, if this critical Moment 
were negleded, wou'd never return upon 
him. 

Any Man, of lefs Zeal than Francis^ 
wou'd without delay have yielded to thefc 
Reafons of Father Baumes. He had not 
come Poll ^ and after his leaving Rome the* 
Weather had chang'd fo to the worfc,.that 
hecou'd not, without evident Danger of his 
Life, think of paffing the Mountains. 
Befides that, the Father's Arguments were 
very ftrong, for he cou'd not deny, but that 
in cafe he cou'd prevail with Beza to return 
to the Pale of the €hurqh, his Converfron 
wou'd be attended with as advantageous 
Confequences, as any thing he cou'd nego- 
tiate with his Royal Highnefs. But this 
Apoftolical Manaim'd always at the great- 
eft Good, and never valu'd what it might 
coft him, were it Life itfclf, when the 
Salvation of Souls was the Pbkit in 
Queftion. 

This it was that oblig*d him to' an- 
fwer Father BaumeSy how he agreed with 
him that Beza^s Converfion, couM it be 
efFefted, wou'd doubtlefs be much to hia 
Honour, and to the Advantage of the Ca- 
tholic Church J but that this was very un« 
ccrtainj whereas Ci&^W^w and the three Baiii-^ 

wicks 
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:ks were viQbly in a Difpofition to be 
ivefted, did but the Prince's Authority 
ea little more Encouragement ; that in 
si*s Return to the Church, it was ftriftly 
aking but oneSoul gain'd, for who cou'd 
)mife that his Example wou'd be followed j 
ereas in that of Chablais and the three 
iliwicks, a great Number of Souls wouM 
recovered, the leaft of which coft Jefus 
rifi no lefi than that of Beza^ with all the 
putation he had gain'd in the Eye of the 
orld 5 he cotfd not believe, but that if 
I Pope as to this Affair had taken any 
eafures which might be broken by a 
>rt Delay, hewou'dhave communicated 
: fame for their better Improvement j 
that he thought he might conclude there 
>uM be time enough after his Return from 
Tin -, he granted 'twas very true, that 
5 Minds of Men were changeable, but 
rn the Minds of Princes were much 
Drefo, than thofe of the reft of Man- 
nd, becaufe they were oblig'd to fquarc 
;ir Thoughts to the Intereft of their Do- 
inions, which often vary'd againft their 
''ills ; whence it was certainly of the laft 
iportance immediately to engage the Duke 
favour in a public Manner the Conver- 
»n of Chablais ; becaufe, when he had 
ice imbark'd in this Defign, he cou'd not 
:1I lay it a&de > and infine, the Aflair 

flood 
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§. 5. It was now about the End of JVi- 
V€mher\^Anno 1596.] when fuch a Quantity 
of Snow fell, and the North- wind bl^ io 
furioufly, that the Cold was infupportablCi 
The Ways were quite bury'd under the Snow, 
and the Precipices which lie on the Edge 
of them, ftruck a Terror into the Inhabi- 
tants of this wild Country, notwithftand- 
ing they were fo much acquainted with 
them. No Day pafs*d without the News 
of People frozen to death, and found upon 
the Roads, Thefe Difficulties ftartled the 
moft defperate of Men ; and it was every- 
body's Judgment that it cou'd not be his 
Royal Highnefs's Intention, that Francis 
fliou'd begin to travel in fuch wretched 
Weather. But this Apoftolical Man knew 
not. what Danger meant, when the Glory 
of God, and the Salvation of Souls feem'd 
to call upon him. The few Friends whom 
he informed of his intended Journey op- 
posed it, but in vain : He fet out when 
they lead expefted it, attended by one 
only Servant, for whom he had moreCom* 
paffion than for himfelf, but it was im- 
poffible for him to go without him. 

*Tis eafy to imagine how much Francis 
had to fuffer in this terrible Journey. The 
greateft Part of the Way he went without 
a Guide, the Weather was io bad, t^ 

there 
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there was none to be had at any rate, fo 
that generally fpeaking he was forc'd to rely 
on the general Scheme which himfelf and 
his Servant hadofthisdifmal Country. Af- 
ter incredible Fatigues he arriv'd at laft in a 
furious Storm at the Monaftery of Mount 
St. Bernard^ himfelf, his Servant, and their 
Horfes half-dead with Cold. A ftrong Sur- 
prize it was to thefe religious Men to 
fee a Man of his Charader arrive in {o 
terrible a time, that the Bears themfelves, 
of which there are abundance in this Country, 
wou*d hardly peep out of their Dens. He 
had bid his Servant conceal his Name, to 
avoid the Civilities and Refpeft which his 
Birth and Reputation wouM procure him |. 
but the Servant, who did not think him- 
felf obliged on all Occafions to obey him, 
nor much relifh'd the Maxims which his 
Mailer's profound Humility often prefs'd 
upon him, by the firfl Words he fpoke 
let them know who he was, and for what 
Reafons they were forc'd to travel in fuch 
bad Weather. 

Here was enough faid to oblige the Re- 
ligious to receive him with all the Confide- 
ration he deferv'd, and to give him tho 
beft Entertainment they were able. His Re- 
putation had reach'd their Mountain, and 
his Performances in Cbahlais were become 
fo public, that no-body cou'd be a Stranger 

Vol. I. L to 
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to thctn. They confidePd him as a Saint 
of the primiuve Ages of the Church, and 
thought it no fmall Happinefs to hartxiur 
io mcritoriops a Gucft. Francis receivM 
their Kindneis with fuch Sweetnefs and Ci- 
vility as won him all their Hearts. 'Tis 
a common Notion that Saints are as auftere 
to others, as they are ufually to themielves. 
But Francis was not of that Sort : Hi$ 
Converfation w^^s foil of Charms, his Be- 
haviour foft and eafy, and in Things in* 
diflferent he gave as great Allowances to 
others, as he gave little to himfelf. • 

But for thefe Religious to detain him 
as long as they defir'd, was a Thing im- 
poflible \ fo foon as the Storm, we men- 
tioned, was well paft, he fet forward again« 
and arriv'd at 7urin^ after having fufibr'd 
all the Inconveniences that the Vorft of 
Ways and Seafons cou'd bring upon a 
Traveller. 

§. 6. The Duke of Savoy received him 
with all the Regard, that any Soveraign 
can (hew to a Subjedt. Before all his Court 
he gave him the Commendations he de- 
ferv'd, and prefented him to the Pope's 
Nuncio as one of extracx^inary Merits who 
had done moft fignal Services to theCI^rchj 
nay, he made fome kind of an Eacculc fqii 
having obliged him to travel in fqch Wr- 
ieafonable Weather ; and widid cold him 

in 
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in iecrccy, that forefeeing how in alicd^ 
time he might probably go in Perfon to 
ChMblaiSf he thought it were not bed to do 
it before he had advisM with him, and 
taken all neceffary Meafures for the entire 
Converfion of that Country^ which he 
was refolv'd to fuf^rt with his whole 
Authority. 

This public Audience was followed by fe- 
veral private ones, wherein the Duke of 5^ 
voy^ who was a Prince of deep Knowledge, 
coi^r'd with him for a long time alone 
touching the Affairs of the Tran/alpim Pro- 
vinces. Francis gave him fo- exaft an Ac* 
count of them, as dilcover'd himfelf to be 
no Ids learn'd in Politics, than in the 
Science of the Saints. As to what particu- 
larly regarded the Places where his Mifliot 
lay, he told him the common People of 
Chablais followed for no other reafpn the 
Odvinift Religion, but becaufe they knew 
no other ; that thofe of the middle Sort» 
as Merchants and Tradefmen, were enga^d 
in it with a certain Sincerity of Heart, 
but had more of an Averfion to the Catho- 
lic Religion, than of a Liking to thq.C^^/tnV 
nifi \ and this Averfion- fpuranK from the 
frightful Charadier und^r which me Church^ 
Doftrine was repre&pQsd to them, and 
from the Errors ^u wer« falfely laid to her 
Clvu'ge i fo that botb the one.and the. other 
L 2 might 
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might be reclaimed, if fbme zealous Paftors 
and Preachers were fent among them, who 
•might rid their Minds of their groundicfe 
Prejudices, and confute the Calumnies, 
whereby fome made it their daily Endea- 
vours to blacken the Church Catholic, 

That the Cafe was otherwife with the 
Minifters and Leading Men of their Party, 
whom a Love of Liberty, Independency, 
and worldly Motives kept true to their 
Se6i: : And of this there needed no other 
Proof, than their conftant Rcfufai to con- 
fer with him, and their Obftinacy in 
maintaining that the Catholic Doftrine was 
not what he had reprefented it to be, tho' 
he had taken his Expofition of it from the 
Council of 2lr^»/ icfelf, which was the 
- Rule of Faith as to the Points in Contro- 
verfy. Over and above, the perpetual Con- 
tefts among themfelves about their Con- 
fcffion of Faith, as to which they cou'd 
never yet come to an Agreement ; thfcir 
violent Methods in detaining Peof)le in 
their Perfuafion ; as for Inftancc, the put- 
ting a Minifter to death upon falfc Accu- 
fations, becaufe of his own free Choice he 
return'd to the Pale of the Churcbt ; the 
Spirit of Calumny which every-where pre- 
vails among them againft the Catholics ; 
their Corre^ndence with the Enemies of 
the State, and the AflalTinatioh plotted at 

Geneva^ 



Scft. 6. ^/. Francis ^ Sales. 245 

G^neva^ and fo many times attempted 
againft himfelf. He added, that he men* 
tion'd not this to foUicit a Revenge, foe 
he had pardonM them from his Heart, 
and was perfuadcd it were belt to diitemble 
that Outrage ; but it cou'd not be deny'd 
but that thofe, who took fuch Ways, were 
extremely to be fufpefted of Infincerity, in 
a Matter of that Imporunce ; and which 
required as much Sincerity and Fair-dealing 
as that of Religion *, that, their Hatred to 
the ChurchrGovernment refleded on the 
Civil Powers thtCalviniJis were by Prin- 
ciple Republicans, and Enemies to Mo- 
narchy I and the Neighbourhood of Ge^ 
neva and the Swijfers^ the perpetual Com- 
merce which pafled between them, and 
thcCbnforn)ity of their Religion gave them 
great Alliirance of their Protection ; that 
their ftrongeft Argument for detaining the 
People in their Errors was this, that their 
Liberties and Privilegiss depended on CaU 
vinifm j hence they gave it out, that the 
chief Aim in re-eftablifliing the Catholic 
Religion was to bring them into Slavery & 
whereas did the Calvinijis ufe no other 
Way, but that of preaching and inftrufting,. 
to keep the People on their Side, he fhotfd 
be of opinion that no other ought to be 
employed againft them ; but fince for 
the Support of Error they had recourse 
L 3 tt> 
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to Ways and Means entirely human, the 
like might reafbnably bepurfued towards the 
l^-inftating of Truth in her old Poffcfrion. 
$. 7. The Duke thinking he was pcr- 
fuading him to ufe Force in order to make 
the Calvinifts return to the Catholic Church, 
Interrupted him, and anfwer'd, that was 
not a String to be touch'd, that it was 
dangerous, and wou'd infallibly bring the 
Arms of Geneva and SwiJ/erland into 
Chablais j which woif d by no means fuit 
with the prefent Pofture of Affairs. In 
cflfedl, Hifir^ the Great being turn'd Ca- 
thoHc was in peaceable Poffeflion of the 
Crown of France 5 he demanded the Mar- 
quifate of Saluzzo^ a Fief of Datepbhtf^ 
which the Duke had tifiKped during the 
Civil Wars of France 5 and as he was re- 
folv*d to keep it, he forcfaw that 'ere long 
the French wou'd be upon him y fb that 
ftiou'd he provoke the Swijfers to join their 
Forces with them, he cou*d not be a Match 
for thefe two Powers, but lhou*d rifque 
the Io(ing of his Dominions, which had 
been his Father's Cafe : And as this home 
Example was ftill frcfh in Memory, it 
made the deeper Impreflion upon this 
Prince, forafmuch as the French being 
now united under fo glorious aSoveraign 
as Henry the Greats they were enough, 
without the Help of Swijerland^ to aft the 
feme Tragedy once again. But 
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Buc Francij yVfho had not the leaftThought 
ot any fuch Propolal. reply 'd, that tho* the 
People of Swijferlana and Geneva had us*d 
Violence for bapUhing the Catholic Religion 
out of dieir own Dominions, and his too, be- 
fore he was fucceeded to the Duke his Father, 
he was far from giving him any fuch Advice ; 
that a great Prince, as he was, knew when 
to uie the Sword which God had put into his 
Hand ; but that for his part, he meant no- 
thing elle by human Means, but Honours, 
Offices, Prote£lion and Rewards, and other 
Liberalities, which he thought Ihou'd all be 
difpos'dofto Catholics, and in their Favour: 
That a Chriftian Prince had not a Power 
only, but an Obligation to make ufe of fuch 
Means for the Eftablilhment and Support 
of the true Religion, which himfelf pro- 
fefled ; and that m reality the new Catho- 
lics were fo periecuted by the Heretics, as 
to (land in need of their Prince's Libera- 
lity and Protection ; infine, he thought he 
might take the Liberty to tt 11 him, that 
the Genevefe and Swijfers were not (©.ter- 
rible as fome might imagine : For as to Ge^* 
neva^ fo fmall a Commonwealth, wou'd : 
never think it prudent to draw upon them- 
felvcs the Arms of fo puiflant a Prince as 
himfelf; their Budnels lying. wholely in 
Commerce, Peace was mgft to. their De- 
fire \ fo that fo long as none atfack'd.theoH 
L, 4, ^ they 
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they wouM never make it their Choice to 
quarrel with their Neighbours ; indeed the 
Protedtion of France made them infolent, 
but this fame Proteftion being more for 
the defenfive, than ofltnfive Side, (fo that 
it was their Bufinefs not to wear it too 
much) it wou'd keep them to their Duty ; 
for the moft Chriftian King, being but 
lately turn'd Catholic, and ftill fufpcdted 
to favour the Heretics, was too much a 
Politician, to encourage a Company of 
Burgh- mafters, as thofe of Geneva were; 
in controlling the Methods which a Ca- 
tholic Prince thinks fit to follow in re- 
lation to his own Dominions 3 in time 
of War every thing is made a handle, but 
Peace being now reftor^d. Princes wou'd 
re-afliime their real Maxims, andeafily 
fee the ill Confcquence of fupporting Sub* 
jefts againft their lawful Soveraigns, and, 
as Republics have the famelntereft, their 
Sentiments wou'd, or ought to be the fame; 
I-Je added, that ihtSwiJJirs in panicu- 
lar, being exhaufted by that furious Civil 
War, which the Change of Religion had 
kindled in their State, thirfted after Peace; 
all their bell Troops were in the Service 
of the Kings of France and Spain^ and 
upon Conditions fo advantageous to the 
Re-public, that nothing lefs than aprcfling 
NeceflTity of Self-defence, in cafe of an 

Attack, 
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Attack, wou*d make them think of re* 
calling them : Over and above , that a So* 
veraign Prince, as he was, being account- 
able to none but God for what he did,, 
fhou'd on this Occafion confult his true 
Intereft, as it certainly was to re-eftablifh • 
the Catholic Religion in his Dominions ^. 
and that in this Afiair he needed only to 
advife with his own Lights, his Honour 
and hi$ Confcience. 

The Duke was much fatisfy'd with this. 
Difcourfe, and the more, becaufe he ex- 
pected not that one of Franci/s Age, who 
look'd very yoi#ig, and eftedually was.- 
but in the thirtieth Year of his. Age, wbu'd 
have fpoken fo fully to the Point, i He. 
believ'd he was learn'd in School and Po- 
lemic Divinity, but he little thought ta. 
have found him fo underftanding in Matr. 
ters of State. Yes upon the main, had he 
been a Stranger to them, he had not^beea. 
fully qualify *d foe the Funftions to.wKich: 
God defign*d him. The Affairs o^ iStatei 
and Religion are fo interwoven, that the. 
touching of the one mud. of neceflity af-^ 
fc£k the other *, and that Man muil of 
neceffity run into great Miftakes, ^who^ 
only ii)fofms himfelf.in Things relating, 
to the one, without confidering'Vi^at ma/: 
tspAxp the Peace of the other. .'And in' 
other iflefpeds thefe two Branches' o£ 
lie^rning are not fo iticonfiftent as'fo'itie 
L 5 may 
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may imagine. When God gave tlie Law 
to the Jews, and cftablifti'd the bed Polity 
upon the Face of the Earth, he lodg'd both 
the Sacred and Civil Authority in the Hands 
of Priefts 5 and even under the Chriftian 
Difpenfation, the Charafter of Paftor and 
Ecclefiaftic docs by no Means defiu^ that 
other of a Citizen, of a Member of the State, 
of the Prince's Subjcft. A Man muft 
cither refolve not to embark in any Office, 
wherein the Public is concerned, or he's 
oblig'd to inform himfelf of Things that 
may have any Influence upon it, good or 
bad : And this we may Hake for a certain 
Rule, that there's always Danger in trufting 
even the Concerns of Religion in the Hands 
of thofe, that are in any Degree ignorant 
or neglcftful of the Intcreft which the State 
may pretend therein. 

Francis was the more obliged to have 
an Eye to thefe Confiderations, becaufe he 
had to do with a People, who only of 
late had been fubjeft to his Prince, profcfi'd 
a Religion dificrent from his, and kept a 
ftridt Alliance with his Enemies j fo that 
great Caution was neceflary not to weaken 
the Prince's Authority, nor to difturb the 
public Peace by the Reftoration of the 
ancient Religion. 

This Specimen of his Wiidom fe «- 
larg'd the Dnkcfs good Opinion of him, 

that 
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that not content with thefc general Ad-» 
vkes, he wou'd have him tdl in parcicu-^ 
Ur all that might contribute to the Ad- 
vancement and Perfe£tion of the great 
Work he had undertaken. Francis did (o^ 
and the Duke was fo pleased with hia 
Schenne, that heorder'd him to put it id 
writins, and pceilent it to the Friiry-Cbuo- 
cily which was to be held the next Day^ . 
that ir might be cxaminM in their hearing. 
Francis appearing in Council, to which 
jic Archhifliop of Bary the Pope'* Nun- 
cio was invited, repeated the iame in Sub* 
ftance that he had in private communis 
cated to the Duke of Savoy^ and pre- 
(ented to the Board the Memorial he had 
urder*d him to draw up > which Ihew'd^ 
that the Calvinift Minilters fhou'd be ob- 
liged to depart out of the Duke of Savoy^s 
Dominions, and efpeciilly from Tbonon^ 
jiis Town being of a more violent and 
fedicious Temper than the reft: For theie 
Minifters dkl not only hinder the Con« 
mrfion of the People^ but intedted them 
vidi the Spirk of Difobcdience, and held 
iecret Intelligence with the Enemies of th& 
kate ) and therefore fa long as tbeyicpn^: 
mx^d inChabUis ^md the Qailiwicks, where 
lis Mifflon by, hisEnoeavours wiouHin ^ 
Sreat meafmie be underaiki'd ; because iif-r 
m groac £aim takea i& kxftroOing^ibnie 

yfboL 
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who fecmM to be well difpos'd, he had 
found that a filly Reafon or Menace of 
a Minifter often ruin*d all his Hopes, 
and engaged them more obftinately than 
ever in their former Errors: That notwith- 
llanding thie amicable way of Conferences 
for iabove two Years had bem ofier*d 
them on their Prince's Part, they had con- 
ftantly rejefted it, with an invincible 
Stubbornnefs, fo that they cou'd have no 
reafon to complain of this Severity, which 
their own Beliaviour had rendered neceflary ^ 
befides, that a Catholic Prince being under 
an Obligation to provide for the Salva* 
tionof hisSubjeAs, he cou'd not do other- 
wife than remove thofe, who made it their 
whole Bufinefs to corrupt them, and damn 
them to all Eternity. 

Th^ for the fame Reafon a diligent 
Search. ought to be made after heretical 
Books, and to be abfolutely forbidden 
the Reading them, becaufe they bad 
well nigh the fame ill EfFed as the Preach- 
ments of the Minifters, and nouriih'd the 
People in their Errors and Difobcdience ; 
and when thefe Books were removed, others 
ought to take their Place, which might 
inftnift. the Peoplg in. the Citholic. Rcli* 
gjion, and in: all the Eflfehtials of a viitQoui 
Life-i (inde^the more faichfui. a People 
are to God^ : ihe more 'cxaft: chey; utrcj io 

rcndruig 
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rendring to the Prince what belongs to 
him ; and 'tis always found that Perfons of 
the greatcft Piety make the beft Citizens 
and beft Subjeds : That thefe Books might 
cafily be difpers*d, and at an caly Price, if 
the Duke wou'd only he pleased to fettle a 
Catholic Printer at ^«»^ry, with fomepar- 
ticular Privileges and Exemptions, which 
might help him to carry on his Trade. 

That upon the lame Account of the 
People's Sal vadon, Honours, Offices, Dig- 
nities and Employments ought to be taken 
from Heretics, and be given to Catholics : 
Since the Calvinifts had taken this Courfe 
to propagate Error, and blaft the Progrcfs 
of Faith ; firicc they made it a Duty of 
Obligation . to maintiin their Party, and 
by their fecret Intrigues brought Troubles 
upon the Catholics, and fuch- as were in* 
clin'd to a Converfion, in order to ftrike 
a Teitour into weak Souls^ who, ^as fatal 
Experience made appear,, flood more in awe 
of prefent Evils,, than of thofe. of Eternity :; 
fi> that this Abufe of their Authority w^ a* 
jufl: Reafon why they nought to lofe it. ^ i \ 

That after this Retrenchment of what 
wotfd fisivour Error, there fhou'd be a 
oew.Eftablifliment of whatever racourag'd) 
Religioa and good: Manners, th^tis to^iay,. 
the ancient Pacifhes and Paftors > to which' 
Efied ^ere OQsdedtao moce^ thaxi xhat* 
... .V " the 
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die Duke (hou'd caufe an cxadt Eoquiry xo 
be made into the BeneBces ufurp'd by the 
Heretics, or unjuftly poffcfs*d by Perfoos 
without due Title and Chara£ler ; tbeRef* 
titution of the Profits unjuftly rccciv*d 
ihou'd be apply'd to the Rebuilding of 
demoliih'd Churches, and that the prefent 
Revenues wouM fuffice for the Mainte- 
nance of the Paftors. 

That for fome Years, over and above 
the ordinary Paftors, there (hou*d be al 
leaft eight fciedt Preachers, who/ without 
being fixt to any particular Place, fliou*d 
go and preach up and down the Province % 
and thefe might be maintained without Coft 
to the State, from the Fund which bad 
been fettled for the Penfions of the CaU 
vini/i Minifters. 

That TbonoH^ being the Capial of the 
Province, and containing already a great 
Number pf Catholics, without reckoning 
thofe of whole Converfion he had hopes^ 
be thought the Church of St. Hypp$lUuf 
ought to be reftor^d to the Catholics, and 
therein the Holy Mais and Divine ServicQ 
immediately to be celebrated. 

Infine, that nothing being more con^ 
ducive to the Prefervation of Heligtoa 
2fid good Manaert, thad die pious iEdt^ 
citkwofYoMth^irwasaflrgflary^het^ 
tD crc&iii fimtm m Cdlqgp of Jefiua% 

which 
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which wou*d ferve for a kind of Bulwark 
againft the Enterprifes of Geneva^ and a 
perpetual Antidote againft Herefy, which 
many had ib deeply imbib*d, that there 
was always Danger of a Relapfc : This 
College wou'd be a kind of Seminary, 
which in a little time wou'd fend abroad a 
good Number of well-inftrufted Perfons, 
able to confirm their Brethren in their Faith ;. 
for he knew none more fit to oppofe the 
Heretics, than thefe Religious, who were 
accuftom*d to encounter- them, and by their 
regular and irreproachable Behaviour were 
guarded againft the Calumnies, with which 
it was their Cuftom to bfacken thofe that 
oppos'd their Errors: And if this Pro- 
Joft were approved, it wou'd be an eafy 
Matter to put it in Execution. 

§.8. Francis had no fooner made an 
End of reading this Memorial, but the 
Pope's Nuncio, not content to flicw his 
Approbation, promisM in his Holinefs'd 
Name, whatever his Authority cou'd 
do in order to its fpeedy Execution. 
Several of the Privy Couniellors approv*d 
in general of what he had advancVl, 
but were of c^inion, that nothing fhou'd 
be <lone on the fbddcn } but the Exe- 
CQtkm of fome of tlie Artkries at leaft 
flMH^d be remittfxl to ttnodier tinfie-, their 
Reaibn (hey Isrought &9BI 11 certain Ana^ 

logy 
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logy between a Body politic and a Body 
natural ; in the latter they obferv*d that a 
broken State ot Health was not to be 
repairM in an Inllaiit, but the Medicines 
were to be allow'd due time tor |he working 
of their Eftedt, and Nature was not to be 
overcharged with them, much to be allow'd 
to Nature and to Time, for both to do 
their Work ; and that fome Reafons and 
Circumftanccs were fo improper tor me- 
dicinal Applications, tliat the hailening of 
the Cure often ruin'd the Patient. They 
likewifc remarked, that the fame Expedi- 
ents wou'd never do in the Frontier Pro- 
vinces, as might fafely be purfu'din regard 
of thofe that laid in the Heart of his 
Highncfs's Dominions, and out of Sight 
of the Eiicmics Succours •, that Geneva and 
Swijferland being Neighbours to CbablaiSj 
wou'd never ftand with their Arms acrofs 
to fee their Propofals reducy ..to Pradtice •» 
andtheleaft one cou'd expc;^ was, t})at Part 
of his Royal Highnefs's Subjedb wou''d 
quit their Country,; retire to foreign Cquo* 
tries, complete the Ruin of thcfc Pro- 
vinces, and make them wholly ufelels. 
to the State ; in a wprd, that before 
Matters wcr-e carry 'd . (o ^his lepgth, they; 
ought , at lea^ to wait th^ Conclufipq of, 
the Difference they bad with Fratue,yi.coi:^ 
cerning the Marquiftito of S^zzp. •, 

Francis^ 
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Francisj who forefaw his Memorial 
wou'd not pafs Nemine contradicentey bcg'd 
leave of the Duke to juftify what he had 
advancM •, and leave being granted, he re- 
prefented with his ufual Sweetnefs, that as 
there are fome Evils which are not to be 
inflamed, fo there are others not to be dal- 
ly'd with ; that Nature, when too much 
left to itfelf, does often yield, to the Vio- 
lence of the Difeafe, fo that Length of 
Time is frequently fo far from applying 4 
kemedy to our Diftempers, that it only 
fervcs to Fender them incurable. And pat 
fing from thefe general Maxims to what 
he had motion'd concerning Chahlais and 
the Bailiwicks, no-body, be faid, cou*d 
pretend that Matters had been carry*d too 
faaftily, or without a due Regard to Times 
aiid Circumftances mod proper for the 
Remedies he proposed 5 for he had now 
Ipent above two Years in Chablais by the 
cxprefs Orders of the DuKe, he had rry'd 
all the Ways he cou'd imagine, of Sweet- 
nefs and Condefcenfion, which with an in- 
fupcrable Obftinacy they conftanrly had 
rcjcfted •, that for his Part he (hou'd never 
be for violent Methods, but it were yet a 
very palpable Miftake to imagine the Ca- 
tholic Religion cou*d be eftablifh'd in 
Chablais without taking fome other Method 
tlian had hitherto been us'd : That Geneva 

and 
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and the SwiJferswcAi^d think on't more than 
once, before they wou'd come to an open 
Rupture with the Duke > and in cafe thejr 
did, diey were no fuch terrible Enemia ; 
but in efied they had no more Right to 
concern themfclves with the Duke's Way 
of governing his Subjeds, than the Duke 
to intermeddle in their State Affairs ; and 
as they wou'd refent it, fliou'd he undertake 
(o regulate within their Territories fo im- 
portant an ASEavt as that of Religion, they 
cou'd not expeft to be cpnfulted in a paral- 
lel Cafe I they might perhaps complain^ 
incercede, negotiate, nay threaten too, but 
it was not probable they wou*d go any far* 
thfsr ^ he granted, that poflibly the moft 
obftinate and fadious of the Cslvimfis 
might abandon the Country, but this, he 
maintained, wou'd be rather an Advantage 
than a Prejudice to the State ^ and that tbefe 
very Men, after they had experienced 
the Harftincfs 'and Jcaloufy of foreign 
Countries, with all the other Preffurcs and 
Calamities of their voluntary Banifhment, 
wou'd be glad to return home upon any 
Conditions that their Soveraign Cboia'd 
think fit to impofe. 

Then addrefling himfelf to the Privy 
Couofellors, who were not for having his 
Memorial executed as to all its Articles, he 
aik'd them, if. there evercoud be a Fro* 

fpcdk 
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fpeA ot any more favourable Jun6hire for 
Ais Execution, than what now offer'd itfelf, 
while they enjoy'd a fettled Peace under a 
powerful and renowned Prince, who was a 
Tcrrour to his Neighbours, had conquerM 
thefe very States, whofe Intrigues and AU 
h'ances they pretended to be afraid of, who 
was fear'd and lov*d by his Subjefts, and 
who had it in his Power to enterprife what- 
focvcr might promife any Advantage to 
his Pe^le. That he indeed cou'd beft 
judge whethtff thit ASair of SahtzM was 
iny Hindrance to the Projeft now before 
liim \ but that on the other hand every«- 
tibdy knew the moft Chriftian King had 
:onrented to have it refer^d to his Holinefs^s 
Arbitration ; and t-hat it depended on 
lie Duke, to bring it to an annicable Ac- 
x>mmodation. 

Francis having ended his Difcourfe, 
he Duke rofe up, • granted him out of hand 
ill he had afk'd, two Articles excepted, 
vhich al fo he promised him Ihou'd not 
)c (ufpended tor any long time •> em- 
)Ower'd him totakePofleffion of S^. Hyppo- 
iiuy*s Church, to celebrate Mafs and Divine 
Jervice in it, and promis'd him Letters 
or the Officers of the Town, which fliou'd 
ignify his Pleafure to them, and for the 
Sovernor of Chablais to fee his Orders ex- 

ccutedy 
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ccuted, and defir^d him when return'd, to 
fend him frequent Accounts of all Afl&irs. 
§. 9. Francis had llkewife feveral pri- 
vate Conferences with the Pope's Nuncio^ 
he acquainted him with the Orders he had 
receiv'd from his Holinefs conoeming 
Theodore Beza^ and his Reafons why he 
delay'd the Execution till his Return. The 
Nuncio commended his Proceeding^ pro* 
mis'd he wou'd render it agreeable to his 
Holineis, who already, as he afiTur'd lum^ 
had a great Efteem for him and a Con- 
fidence in him, and withal that he worfd 
be his Sollicitor to the Pope and the Duke 
of Savoy for the Execution of what wa 
promised him. And you f^ay need fucb 4 
one^ faid the Nuncio, for tM the Princihe 
one of good Intentions^ be has yet fomt 
Counfellors about him who are either t09 
timorous in tbemfelves^ or too much Friends 
to the Heretics •, fo that every thing frightens 
tbem^ and thefll leave no Stone unturtfd^ 
to carry him from his good Deftgns: Bui 
be bas given you bis H^ord^ and nothing 
fhall be wanting on 'my fide to oblige him to 
make it good. 

Francis having fettled Matters in order to 
his Return, had his laft Audience of the 
Duke, who gave him the Letters he had 
promised, and fome others over and above, 
which empowered him ta draw from his 

Revenues 
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Revenues whatever might be neceflary for 
his own and the Miflionaries Support. 
The Duke expefted he woii'd have aflc'd 
ibme Favour for himfelf, or at leaft to be 
re-hnburs'd of what he had laid out, but 
finding no fuch Inclination in him, he 
made the Motion himfelf, and that in fach 
kind Expreflions, as wou'd have encou- 
rag'd almoft any one elf^ to have cultivated 
the Opportunity to his own Advantage. 

Francis indeed did not flip the Oppor- 
tunity, but not at all for his own Intereft, 
but only in favour of the Chapter of Geneva^ 
of which he was formerly inverted with the 
Deanry. He therefore reprefented to the 
Duke the extreme Neceflities of this Body, 
ever fince the People of Geneva had ufurp'd 
then- Maintenance, and their Inability to 
perform the Divine Service with that De- 
cency it ought to be performed in the firft 
Church of the Diocefs ; that for this Rea- 
fon the Popes Pius IV, and Gregory XIII, 
had exempted them from paying the Tenths 
ujpon any Accounts whatever, whereas the 
Officers ft ill exafted them: He therefore 
petitioned, that the Chapter might enjoy 
this Privilege, and be permitted to enter 
again upon the ufiirp'd Effefts which lay 
in ^is' Ddmitiions, and namely upon the 
iPribry of yfrwijy, to which they were able 
to produce anunqueftionableXide. 

The 
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The Duke, infinitely plcas'd to fee him 
fo entirely forgetful of his private Intereft, 
without any -Delay granted him hi3 Peti- 
tion, caused Letter- Patents to pafs ibt 
Seal ; afTur'd him again that in a little 
while he wou*d go in Perfon to favour bis 
good Defigns, and 'till then only delayed 
the two Articles of his Memorial, relating 
to the Cahiniji Minifters and Magiftrates, 
and difmiis'd him with a thouland Mark9 
of his Efteem and Favour, 

The Winter ftill continued without any 
Abatement of its Cold ; the Jlfs too, un-> 
der the Load of a frelh Snow which was 
fall'n fincc he arrived at Turin^ feera'd tQ 
forbid hi m to return. The Duke of Savof^ 
the Pope's Nuncio, and all the Fri^s 
he had gained at Court, advis'd him to 
wait for a better Seafon. But Francis^ 
being never accufl:om*d to fpare himiclf, 
wherefbever God's Intereft feem'd to b$ 
concerned, and being likewife perfuaded 
that his Prefence was neceflary at TboHon^ 
was not to be ftopt by any Confideradon i 
all the Precaution he took, was to ^s 
by Littld Si. Bernard^ where in efieft he 
found the Way not quite fq bad« Upon 
his Arrival at Sr2w»a«.hevi6ted aU theCa^ 
tholics, and to his jgreat Joy found they 
had loft nothing oftheir Zeal during his 
Abfence % he recommended to their Prayers 

the 
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tiie public Re-eftablifhment of the Catho- 
lie Religion in Thonon^ and all thro* Chab^ 
Ims \ communicated to them the Orders he 
had received from the Duke^ and for K\9 
pwn part fpent feveral Days in Prayer and 
Fading, to implore the Divine Affiftancc 
toward a peaceable Re-eftablilhment, and 
for the preventing thofe Severities which 
the Dake of Si»voy wou'd be obliged to 
have Recourieto, in cafe of any Oppofition 
to his Royal Pleafure. 

$.10. Cbrijimas drew near, and as 
Framsznd the Catholics paffionately defirM 
to have the Church of St. HyppolituSy 
which they had leave to take Pofieffion of, 
in Feadinefs for the celebrating of the 
Holy Mafs on this great Feaft, he made 
Ittfte to deliver to the Governor of Cbablais^ 
and to the Syndicks of Tbonony the Letters 
the Duke had written to them to that EfFeft. 
The Governor promis*d him all the Pro- 
leftion he (hou'd ftand in need of, and 
defir'd him to fend an Account of all that 
pa(s-d at ^omn. 

But as for the Syndicks, no fooner had 
diey received the Duke*§ Letters, which 
order'd them to reftore St. HyppolUu/% 
Church to the Catholics, and to give no 
IXfturbance to the Divine Service, which, 
purfuaotto his Commands, was there to 
be-pa^form^d, but they th^mfclves fomented 

a Sedi- 
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a Sedition. The next Moment the Town- 
Gates were (hut, to hinder the GoVemcMr 
and the Catholics of the Country from 
coming to the Afliftance of thofe in Town: 
At the fame time the Calvinifts took Arms-, 
and one Part of them invefted the Church 
of St. Hyppolitusj while the other traversed 
the Town, threatning to maflacre all the 
Catholics, and to burn Francis of Salea 
alive in the public Market-place. The 
Catholics, alarm'd at their own Dangers^ 
and more for that of their Paftor, took 
Arms like wife, and owning no other Leader 
but him, and in his Perfon the Duke their 
Soveraign, whofe Orders he was execu* 
ting, threatned in their turn to fell their 
Lives at the deareft rate, and that the 
Heads of the Syndicks themfelves fhoa'd 
be anfwerable for that of Francis: They 
were too numerous, and too well arm'd to 
be defpis*d 5 the Prince's Authority, which 
flood for them, heightened their Courage 1 
and the defpi^ate State to which the Vio- 
lence of the Calvinifts had reduced them, 
wouM not fuffer them to take any gentler 
Methods; fo that there was caufe to appre- 
hend the urmofl Efk£is of their Refent- 
ment : It likewife look'd, as if fome Per- 
fon of military Experience gave private 
Commands,for with great Order they feiz'd 
the mofl advantageous Pofts, where a few 

of 
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of them might cafily Hand their Ground 
againft fuperior Numbers. Francises Safety 
was one of their firft Concerns j they fur- 
rounded his Houfe, and tho* he told them 
he pretended not to repell Force by Force, 
and Ihou'd think it the greateft Happinels 
imaginable to die for fo juft a Caufe, ic 
was not in his Power to make them retire. 

Mean while, the Night drew on, and 
the Cahinijisj who had inverted St. HyppO" 
Utus^s Church, being retired to take fome 
Reft ^ the Catholics in their turn made 
themfelves Matters of it; and Francis 
who had his Workmen in readinefs, began 
to repair it. No fooner was this known 
to the Cahimjlsj but they took to their 
Arms again ; and the two Parties, after 
having threatned one the other for a 
long time, were about to engage, when 
Francis^ out of his extreme Meeknels, that 
cou*d not fufier the leatt Violence, threw 
himielf between them both, to the great 
Danger of his Life. His Prefence calm*d 
the Catholics, and check'd the Fury of 
their Enemies. Hecall'd for the Syndicks, 
and in a Voice, fo loud as to be heard by 
all there, he reprefented to them in the molt 
pathetic Terms, that, in cafe he had pretend- 
ed by his own private Authority to take that 
Church for the Catholics, they might have 
had fome Reafon to oppofe it, but ftill 
Vol. I. M ic 
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it ouglit to have been done in due form of 
Jufticc, and not Swerd in Hand, which 
cou'd never be legally drawn but with the 
Prince's Leave and for his Service, and not 
in contradidion to his Intentions ; that they 
knew very well, he went not beyond his 
Soveraign's Orders, which he had delivered 
into their own Hands : And yet fo far they 
were from feeing them executed, as their 
Office obliged them, that now cither by 
their Orders, or at leaft by their Conni- 
vance, the Inhabitants were armM one 
againft another, and a fedicious Multitude 
trampl'd on the Prince's Orders 5 diat 
there was too much done already, and 
fhou d Matters go never fo litde farther, 
a Fault of fo heinous a Nature wou'd not 
be expiated by any thing lefs than the 
Kuin of their City ; that he pretended 
not to be their Accufer, but as he was in- 
truded with the Prince's Orders, he cou'd 
not do otherwife than inform him of the 
Manner they were executed : That it was 
not the Prince's Intention to deprive them 
of the Liberty of Confcience he had granted 
them, but it was reafonable, that as they 
had fo many Places for their Worfhip, 
the Catholics, who were numerous, ihou'd 
have one at Icaft for the Exercife of their 
Religion ; that nothin gs was taken from 
them they cou'd properly call their own, 

fince 
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* the Church in queftion was not of 
: building, but had belong*d to the 
lolics for many Ages, fo that they 
r rc-cntci'd on a Property, which had 
I violent a manner been t^ken away ^ as 
' might juftly complain of, were the 
Violence now made ufeof in regard of 
n : that it was very ftrange, if a Prince 
lin his own Dominions might not be- 
\f upon his Subjeds of the fame Religion 
1 himfelf, a Place to afiemble in j for 
ch Reafons he conjur'd thtm by that 
ve they ow'd to their Country, by that 
iccrn they ought to have for their own 
fervation, to open their Eyes to the 
nger they were running upon, in con- 
ling to difobey thdr Prince; that 
himfelf wou'd undertake to be their 
:diator, provided they wou'd return to 
ir Duty, but they had every thing to 
^ from his injur'd Juftice, in cafe 
y any longer withftxxxi the Execution of 
Royal Plcafure. 

This Difcourfe of his was received with 
at Applaufe on the Catholics fide. But 
Cahnnifls anfwerM it with abufive Lan- 
ige. Nothing was heard from them but 
conhis'd Sounds of Papift, Idola- 
,. Conjurer, Difturbcr of the public 
ace, declared Encn>y of their Country, 
1 the like ^ and ready they were to exc- 
M 2 cute 
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cute their utmofl: Malice, when fome of 
t^eir Council, lefs tranfpoited than the reft, 
thought it proper to offer an Accommoda* 
tion. This Motion ftem'd the Peopltfa 
Fury; they went together to Francis's 
Houfe, and made their different Propo- 
fals, but the Drift of them being to delay 
the Execution of the Prince's Orders, 'tili 
they had fent him their Remonftrance, and 
rcceiv'd his Anfwer, Francis rejedcd them 
with fo fteady a Refolution, that it ftartPd 
them all ; 4ie maintained, that the Sove* 
raign's Command ought provifionally to 
be executed •, and added,that if they received 
a favourable Anfwer, theylhou'd not need 
their Arms to obligp him to obey. The 
Counfellors, finding there was no Hopes 
of bringing him to their Point, threatened 
they wou'd procure him to be aiTaflined by 
fome Calvinijl or other, who (hou*d pretend 
to be his Convert 3 but Francis with an Af. 
furance, which quite dafh*d them out of 
Countenance, reply'd, that he fcar'd not 
Death, but that his only Trouble in giving 
his Life for fo good a Caufe wou*d be this, 
that a heavy Revenge wou'd overtake them, 
and that none of them wou*d efcape the 
Prince's Indignation 5 he therefore defir*d 
they wou'd well confider it, and inftead 
of perfifting in their Obftinacy, endeavour 
to recall the People to their Duty. The 
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Counfeilors made fbme other Inftances, but 
at laft retired, after they had enter'd their 
Proteftations againft all that might happen, 
in cafe he refolvM to proceed any fav- 
ditr. 

However, upon Confideration of the 
mifdiievous Confequences which might 
follow this Sedition, they told the Peo- 
ple it was screed to write on both 
Sides, and that they did not queftion but 
the Prince upon better Information wou'd 
do them Juftice ; and in the mean time to 
fliew him the Refped: they had for his Or- 
ders, it was agreed that they fhou'd be ex- 
ecuted, but without Prejudice to their Pro- 
tcft. Thus Francis took Pofleflion of St. 
Hyppolitufs Church, caus'd it to be repaired 
and adom'd with all imaginable Diligence ; 
fo that Things were in readinefs for the 
Feaft of Cbrijimas. 

- The Night of this great Feaft, the Ca- 
tholics being gathered thither not only from 
all Parts of the Town, but likcwile from 
the neighbouring Villages, he celebrated 
in their Prefence the holy Myfteries which 
bad been banifh'd thence for alrnoft an 
Age. Eight hundred Perfons communi- 
cated at his Hand^ he preach'd with his 
ufual Zeal, and the Night was fpent in 
praifing and thanking God, who after ha^ 
ving abandoned them to the Defires of 

M 3 ^^VL 
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their own Hearts, had at laft recalled them 
to his admirable Light. On the tbllowing 
Feafts he continued the fame Exercifes of 
Piety J and Heaven fliower'd down fo plen- 
tiful a Blefling on his Labours, that the 
Inhabitants of three adjacent Boroughs 
came in a body to make a public A^ih 
ration of their Hcrefy. 

It is not eafy to imagine how one fingle 
Man cou'd be able to difcharge fo many 
huiguing Employments. As the Numbor 
of Catholics increased, he alfo muitiply'd 
his Conferences and Inftrudlions ; he ad- 
mitted Peribns of all Ranks both in pub- 
lic and in private, without any Fear of the 
Heretics Threats, infomuch that they them- 
felves were aftdniih'd at his Courage and 
Refolution. He afiifled at Funerals, hdp'd 
the Sick, went even to the little Hamlets and 
thatch*d Cottages to vifit the Abandoned 5 
nothing efcap'd his Care, nothing cou*d te 
beyond the Extent of his Charity \ his Con- 
cern was no Icfs for the meaneft poor 
People, than for Perfons the mod confpi- 
cuous by their Birth or Employment •, in a 
word, he made himfelf all to all ; for as he 
confider*d God alone in all his Creatures, 
and that all Souls were equally dear to him, 
he took as great care of the Poor as of the 
Rich, and meafur'd his Charity by the 

NecefQties* 
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Neceffitics, and not by the Quality of 
thofe that wanted it. 

After he had fpent the Day in fuch tire- 
fome Funftions, the Night was no time of 
Reft for him, he fpent a Part of it in car- 
rying the Sacraments to the Sick ^ hefear'd 
leaft in the Day-time the Calvinifts might 
(hew fome Difrefpeft, and oblige him to 
give them Trouble at the Duke's Court, 
who had exprefsly commanded that no 
Moleftation fhou'd be given them in the 
Exercife of their Religion $ for this reafon 
he was afraid to expoie himfelf, lead the 
Hatred he might occafion by the Com- 
plaints he Ihou'd beoblig'd to make againft 
them, might be a Prejudice to the Catho* 
lie Church, and an Hindrance to the Pro- 
grcfs of its Faith. Thus did he always 
carry about him a charitable Regard to 
a Set of Men, who were fo far from 
having any fuch for him, that they had 
none \ for themfelves. After a little fliort 
Sleep, and this moft commonly with his 
Cloaths on^the Remainder of the Night he 
bcftow'd in Prayer, or in preparing the 
Liftruftions he was to give next Day. The 
Strength of his Conftitution prevented hit 
Feeling for the prcfent any ill Efieft of 
thefe Fatigues, which any Man elfe wou'd 
have fainted under ; but 'tis certain it cOk 
off fcveral Years of his Life; every thing; 
M 4 becomcsi 
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Ix'conies Teriible at laft ; and old Age, to 
wMch he did not reach, never fails to feci 
the Smart of the Labours of our Youth. 
His Friends very frequently defir*d him to 
rake fonie care of himfelf, but his Anfwcr 
was, Ihcre^s no Ncceljityfor my livings bui 
^lis necejfiiry the Church befenfd. 

§. 1 1. TWs Strefs of Bufinefs did not yet 
hinder himfrom writingto the Dukeof iStfw; 
an Account of what had pals'd at Tbonon. 
At the fame time [-^«. 1597.3 he writ to 
the Pope's Nuncio, to defire he wou'd 
procure him a favourable Anfwer. The 
Syndicks likewife writ on their fide. But 
the Duke needed not any SoUicitadons 
CO fupport Francis^ in an Occafion where 
his own Authority was fo openly affronted. 
The firft Mark of his Indignation againft 
the City of Tbonon was his returning no 
Anfwer to the Syndicks-, and what he dif- 
[)atch'dto Francis was not any wife in their 
Favour. He commended his Zeal and 
Piudencc, he approvM of all he had done, 
and of all he fhou'd judge proper to be 
done for the time to come toward theRe- 
cftablilhment of the Catholic Religion, and 
orderM him to communicate his Letter to 
the Syndicks and the Council. Francis 
fent it CO them, and by the Mortification it 
gave them, it appeared that they little ex- 
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pcfted their Proceedings wou*d have incur'd 
his Difpleafure. 

But their Surprize increased upon them,' 
when without any forewarning they faw 
marching into Chorion the Regiment of 
CoantMartinengue^ Lieutenant-General of 
the Duke's Army, which was quartered in 
the Town till farther Orders, which he 
expcfted from the Court : Francis was 
then* preaching his Lent Sermons in dif- 
ferent Places of ChablaiSy where he en- 
deavoured to break the Meafures of the 
Heretics, to encourage the new Catholics 
who fufFer'd great Perlecutions, and daily 
to make fome new Conqueft for the Ca- 
tholic Church. 

Immediately upon his Return to 7^- 
non, the Officers of the Regiment went 
in a Body to make him a Vifit, told him 
they had Orders to do nothing without his 
Participation, and even to adt on Occa- 
(ions as he lhou*d judge convenient. But 
FranciSy who never but in Cafes of Ex- 
tremity made ufe of temporal Advantages, 
made none other of their Deference and Re- 
gard, than to induce them to a regularWay 
of Living, and tq be, as little as poffibly 
they cou^d, a Charge to the Inhabitants. 
Finding they were very affiduous at his 
Sermons, he chang'd his Method, and in- 
ftead of controverfial Points, which wer^ 
M 5 hip 
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his ufual Matter, he thought it beft to 
preach moral Truths, which might equally 
be of Profit to the new and ancient Ca- 
tholics. For his Subjeft Matter he made 
Choice of the capital Truths of the Chrif- 
tian Religion, that is to fay, of fuch as 
were intended for Chriftians of all Pro- 
fcflions i and thefe he treated in a Way fo 
peribafive, and withal fo agreeable, that 
People ran in Crowds to hear him. • 

God blefs'd the particular Defign he had 
to diredl his Labours toward the Conver- 
fion of the Officers and Soldiers ; in a 
little time there appeared fuch another 
Change as that, related above, of the Gar- 
rifon of AUinges. There was hardly an 
Officer or a Soldier but made a general 
Confeffion, and received the Holy Com- 
munion at his hands. Changes of this 
kind are indeed too often found to be but 
of (hort Continuance \ ill Habits infenfibly 
grow up to their former Strength, when 
tkot encountered with fufficient Care \ and 
the Examples as well as the Occafions of 
doing ill, are lb frequent in the military 
Profeffion, that it is Matter of great Dif- 
ficulty to bear up againft the Stream. 
Thcfc Inconveniences Francis was aware 
of, and gave the Soldiers fuch wholfome 
Advices upon this Subjedt, that they de- 
(ir'd to bave them in writing, the more 

cafily 
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eafily to conHik them from time to time :. 
he did fo, and gave them over and above 
fome Rules of Life, fo truly Chriftian, and 
fo accommodated to their State, that not 
a Man of them feird to praftife thern^ 
And now all Things being peaceable itt 
Cbablaisj and the Catholic Religion being, 
daily on the Increaft, Francis began to 
think of executing the Commiffion he. 
had received from his Holinefs in relation 
to 7T:^odore Beza. 

$. 1 2. But this Projeft was clog'd with 
many Difficulties. Beza, who was thea 
thredcorc and ten, ftif d not from Gene^- 
va ; nay, he had there a continual Watcb 
upon him: And whether it was that the- 
Genevefe miftrufted him, or that they did 
it in Teftimony of Refpeft, or for the Plea- 
fure they took in his Converfation, his 
Houfe was always crowded with Vifiters;. 
and what increased the Difficulty of find- 
ing him alone, Francis did not think it 
proper to give him any Notice of the Vi- 
fit he intended him. Over and above,, 
that Francis was well known in Geneva^ 
and his Performances in Cbahlais had 
renderM him fo odious, that he cou'd not 
without eminent Danger appear there. The 
Motive of his Journey flill added to the: 
Danger j a Negotiation of that Nicety was. 
not to be finilh'd in one Vifit, a Ncceffity 

there- 
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there wou'd be of feveral Journeys, and 
it was morally impoffible but that the Ge- 
nevefe fhou'd at laft get an Inkling of the 
Matter : They wou'd infallibly look upon 
it as a Crime well worthy of Puniftiment ^ 
and nothing fo eafy as for them to make 
away with Francis in fo private a Way, 
as that none in the World fliou'd know 
what was become of. him ; for in aDe- 
* mocracy, like that of Geneva^ a due Sub- 
ordination is never to be kept with the 
fame Exadnefs as in a Monarchy, fo that 
it never wants fome refolute and daring 
Men ; and every-body knows, what a 
blind Zeal under the Influence of the moft 
powerful of Motives, I mean that of Re- 
ligion, is capable to attempt. 

The few Friends, to whom Francis 
communicated his Intentions, faiPd not to 
make thefe Refleflions, and us'd all their 
Endeavours to difluade him. But where 
God*s Glory was in view, he cou'd fee no 
Dangers. He contented himfclf with writ- 
ing to theBifliop of Geneva j to the Chap- 
ter, and to all virtuous Perfons of his Ac- 
quaintance, that were able to keep a Secret, 
to defire them to recommend to God the 
Iffue of this Enterprize. As for himfelf, 
he redoubled his Fafts and Prayers, and as 
he knew that the Converfion of an obdu- 
rate Sinner caa only defcend from the Fa- 

ther 
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ther of Lights, who from Scones them- 
felves is able at his pleafure to raife Sons 
to Abraham^ he fpent feveral Days in beg- 
ging that Spirit of Fortitude and Pru- 
dence, which gives Succefs to the moll 
difficult Undertakings. Being thus re- 
plcnifh'd Vith Zeal and Confidence, and 
refigning to God the Care of his Life, 
which he was going to expofe for his Ser. 
vice, he went for Geneva. 

Beza, as it happen*d, was all alone, 
when Francis arriv*d at his Houfe. It was 
a valuable Opportunity, and therefore to 
be well employed : So that after the firft 
Compliments, Francis began to fpeak, and 
faid to Beza^ that not having the honour 
to be known to him, he defir'd him not 
to judge of him by the hideous Charafter 
that others had given of him 5 that he 
lov'd Sincerity as much as any Man on 
the Face of the Earth ; and came not to 
furprife him, nor with a Defign to pubJiih 
what might pafs between them y that, if 
he wou*d but be pleased to confider a little 
his Air and Carriage, he was confident he 
wou'd find it altogether regulated by Can- 
dour and Sincerity ; that God had imprin- 
ted as it were on his Countenance the Cha- 
racter of his Heart and Mind ; and infine> 
that in cafe he defign'd to deceive any one, 
which was a Comradi&ion to his Nature, 

he 
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be wou'd not have addrefsM himfelf to a 
Perfon of his Credit and Reputation. 

In effcft, Frapicis had fo happy aPhy- 
fiognomy, and fo great an Air of Candour 
and Simplicity of Manners, that he rifqu'd 
not any thing in appealing to the Judg- 
ment any rational Man cou'd paft upon him 
from the Lineaments of his Face ; and die 
many Stories, which had been raised 
againft him in every Corner of Gemvay 
forbad him to expeft the Good-will of 
Beza^ which was yet fo neceflary for the 
Succefs of his Enter prize, unlefe he firft 
removed the ill Impreflions, which poffibly 
he had receivM to his Difadyantage. Beza 
on his part pretended very much to an 
Opencfs of Temper : Men generally take 
a liking to others of the fame Difpofition 
with thcmfclves ; and nothingopcns a Way 
to the Heart, like this Refcmblance and 
Affinity of Humour. This Preface of 
Francis difpleas'd not Beza 5 on the con- 
trary, heanfwer*d with a great deal of Civi- 
lity, that he had always taken him for a 
Man of Quality, and tranfcendent Merits 
that his very Enemies own'd him to be a 
Perfon of Wit and Learning ; and that for 
his own part, he valu'd him the more, be- 
caufe few of his Age cou'd compare with him 
in point of Knowledge 3 but 'twas a fen- 
fibk Trouble to him» to fix fo many bright 

Talents 
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Talents mifpent in the Defence of fo bad a. 
Cauie, as that of the Church of i^;»^. 

§.13. Francis^ who had no Time to lofe, 
took Occafion from thefe laft Words to 
falJ diredtly on the Matter. To this End, 
heconjur'd him to let him know, if it was 
really his Opinion, that one cou*d not 
be fav'd in the Catholic Church. This 
ieem'd a dircft Confequence from Bezd's 
Words. But however, it fo entangled him, 
that after fome Silence he defir'd Francis 
wouM let him retire for a Moment into his 
Cloiet, to think more ierioufly what At^ 
fwer he ought to make him. There he 
was for about a Quarter of an Hour, 
walking very fait, with a Concern on his 
Face, which cxprcfs'd the Agitation of 
his Mind, and the Trouble of his Con- 
fcience. Francis employed the fame Time 
in a mpfl: fervent Prayer to God, that he 
wou*d vouchfafe to fliew Mercy to this 
Man, whom already he had favoured, with 
fo many Graces, and who by reafon ot his 
advancM Age was upon the Point of 
falling under the Hands of his Juftice. 

But fome Crimes there are, from which 
there's feldom a Recovery ; this the Authors 
of Scbifms and Herefies have abundantly 
experienced \ and 'tis feldom found, that 
they ever fincerely return to the Church, 
after they have on^ abandoned her. Of 

this 
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this terrible Truth, Beza is another In- 
ftance to be added to the Catalogue of fo 
many others. He returned at laft much 
diforder*d with Remorfe of Confcience; 
and turning to f>^«f/j, Touajl^dme^ faid 
he to him, whether or no a Man can 
work his Salvation in the Catholic Church. 
We are all alone ^ and I may venture to tell 
you my real Sentiments, Tes^ I believe one 
may he faifd in her Communion. 

Francis taking his Advantage of this 
Anfwer, which fet him, if I may be al- 
Iow*d the Expreflion, on thehigher Ground 
againft Beza^ reply'd, that then he muft 
believe the Catholic Church to be the 
true Church, becaufe unlefs fhe was fo, it 
were as impoffible to work one's Salvation 
in it, as it was in the time of the Deluge 
to be fav'd without being in No^s yfrk. 
lieza faying nothing againft it, Francis 
alk'd him, why therefore had he quitted 
the Church's Communion, and decoy*d 
fo many by his Example, fince he own'd 
Salvation might be gain'd in it ; whereas 
nothing but an Impoffibility of gaining it 
cou*d authorize a Separation, and excule 
the difmal EfFeds that followed from it. 

Beza anfwer'd, that the Schifm was not 
of their making, but lay at the door of 
the Catholic Church, which had excom- 
municated them, caft them out of her 

Commu- 
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Communion, and condemned them for 
Heretics, with whom ihe wou*d have no 
Communication. 

Francis on the other fide maintained, 
that the Catholic Church did no more than 
what the Calvinijis had reduced her to an 
indifpenfable Obligation of doing ; that all 
well-ordered Societies had a Judge to de^ 
termine without Appeal any Difference 
which might arife between the Fellow* 
members; that the Calvinijis themlelves 
allowed this fupreme Authority, and lodgM 
it in a national Synod, as the Catholics in 
a General Council ; that every Individual 
of any fuch Society was oblig'd to fubmit 
to the final Judgment of this fupreme 
Court; and that when Sentence is pro- 
nounced, every body is bound to acquiefce ; 
for otherwife Difputes wou'd run on to 
Eternity, and it were impoffible to termi- 
nate any Difference how inconfiderable fo- 
ever: That in cafe fome Particulars Ihou'd 
ftill obflinately perfift in their former Sen- 
timents, be wanting in their Deference to the 
Decifion of this fupreme Judge, and there- 
upon fhouM feparate from the Society, and 
raiie others apart, this Separation cou'd not 
with any colour of Reafon be charged on 
the Body of the Society, which only made 
ufe of its undoubted Right, and proceeded 
according to the known and eftablifh^d 

Laws; 
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Laws^ but the Fault wouM lie entirely at 
the door of thofc Particulars that rcftis'd 
their Submiflion to the Laws of the whole 
Body and Society. 

He added, that thefe general Maxims 
ought to be apply*d to the matter in auef- 
tion i that when Calvin^ and fome of his 
Difciples, who ¥rere only private Men, bom 
and educated in the Bolom of the Church, 
fubjed: to her Laws, and obliged to own 
her Authority, rebelled againft her, ac« 
cus*d her of feveral fundamental Errors, 
and of having corrupted the Word of God, 
it was not at all agreeable to the Rules df 
common Equity that they IhouM make 
themfelves Judges in the-Difpute, as in 
efFeft they did •, that it ought to have been 
carry'd to the higheft Court; this the 
Catholics did, for the Council of Treni 
was aflcmbl'd, examined, judg'd and de- 
cided the Controverfy ; the Catholics, ac- 
cording to the eftablifli'd Rule, fubmit- 
ted to its Decifions ; riie CalviniJIs fh6u*d 
have done the fame, had they proceeded 
in the regular Way, and then the Diffe- 
rences had been reconciled, and die Chril- 
tian World had been to this Day of one and 
the fame Communion; but fo hr were 
they from keeping to the Rules appointed 
by Je/iis Chrtft hinffelf, who refers to the 
Church the definitive Sentence over all 

Diffe- 
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Difierences, that they made themfclvcs 
the Judges in their own Caufe ^ and what 
was ftill worfe, they beat down Churches 
confecrated to that fame God whom they 
ador*d, or by Violence feiz'd them, and 
banifh'd the ancient Minifters who were in 
Pofleflion 5 they built new ones out of their 
Ruins, ere&ed Altar againft Altar, ufurp'd 
the Miniftry ; and after they had feduc'd 
one Part of Europe from their ordinary 
and lawful Paftors, they dubbM themfelves 
the Paftors of thefe fame People, notwith^ 
ftanding the Oppolition of that very 
Church, which he himfelf acknowledged to 
be i true Church, and in which he ownM Sal- 
vation was to be found. And after all this, 
what grounds couM he have to fay, that 
the Catholic Church occafionM the Schifm^ 
and forc'd the Calvinijls by unjuft and 
hafty Excommunications to break off and 
icparate from her Communion ? 

Francis not finding Beza difpos*d to in- 
terrupt him, afk'd him how they wouM 
treat a few Particulars in their Communion, 
who (hou*d dare to attempt the fame 
againft their Body, as the Calvinijls at- 
tempted againft the Church Catholic. 

JS^ztf anfwei'd, that they wou'd not con- 
demn them without a Hearing, as the 
Catholic Chwch did the Calvinifis ; and 
that, in cafe they were oblig'd to proce^ 

to 
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to a Condemnation, they wou*d follow the 
true Rule of Faith, which the Council of 
Trent did not. 

Francis^ who expeAed this Anfwcr, re- 
ply 'd, that when the Matter in hand was 
the condemning of certain Dogma's, it 
was not abfolutely neceflary to hear what 
the Author of them had to fay in their 
Defence j for otherwife, a Book. puhlifliM 
without its Author's Name, were it never 
fo impious, cou'd not be condemned \ but 
there was Something more to be faid againft 
the Calviniftsj viz. that they were invited 
to the Council of Trendy and a long time 
waited for, that they might, if they wou*d 
have been prefent sit it, and had a Hearing, 
for to this end they were offered a fafe 
Condufl in the mod authentic Form, 
and all the Security they cou'd defire j that 
upon their not appearing, their Works 
which were made public, and cou'd not 
be miftaken as to the true Senfe of them, 
were confulted, and it cou'd not be imagined 
that their not appearing to defend them 
ought to hinder their Condemnation; for 
this was the ufual Method in all regular 
Courts of Juftice, and the Calvinifts them- 
felves in any parallel Cafe wou'd have done 
the fame. 

To this Beza reply'd, that the Prote- 
ftants had good grounds for their refufing 

to 
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to repair to the Council of Trent ; that it 
cou*d not be deny'd but a fafe Conduft was 
oflcr*d them, but that the Catholics, as 
all the World knew, held it for a Maxim, 
that they were not obUg'd to keep their 
Word with Heretics > and of this the Coun- 
cil of Conftance^ violating the fafe Condudt 
granted to the HuffiteSy was fo public a 
Proof that it cou d not poffiWy be deny'd 5 
that after fo glaring an Inftance, thofe whom 
the Catholics look'd upon as Heretics cou^d 
never more rely on the Security which 
might be offered them, fince no fafe Con- 
duit in the World cou*d be more ample, 
nor in better Form, than what was granted 
to John Hufs by Sigifmond the Emperor, 
which yet the Council of Conftance fcruplcd 
not to infringe, in the Perfon of the fame 
John Hufs J and of Jereme of Prague his 
Scholar. 

Francis anlwer'd, that the Reproach 
thrown upon the Catholics, as if they be- 
liev'd there was no Sin in breaking Faith 
to Heretics, was a Calumny fo old, and fb 
often confuted, that he wonder*d any Man 
cou'd dill make ufe of it $ that the Catholics 
^re fo fully pcrfuaded of their Obligation 
to keep their Word to whatever Perfon they 
have pa^fs'd it, that neither the Example 
of the Council of Cmftancey were it as ill 
as 'tis pretended, nor any other whatfoever 

wou'd 
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wouM ever prevail upon them to change 
their Sentiment. 

I le added, that the Malice of the Church*i 
Enemies had put the mod odious Colours 
upon what had pafs*d at Conjianct^ and 
not even fu(Fcr*d them to examine the Mat* 
ter of Fad: by the Rules of common 
Equity } that the fafe Condudl granted by 
the Emperor had, 'tis true, been violated} 
but then it ought to have been confider'd, 
I that Co»fiance being then a free City, and 
t^ its Magiftracy fovcragin and independent! 
^ I none but themfelves cou'd validly give a 
fafe Condud within the Limits of the 
1 own and its Dependences \ that in efibS, 
John Hufs had obtained one likewife of the 
Magiftrates -, but this being conditional, 
and John Hufs with his Followers having 
deviated from the Conditions evprefly 
mentionM therein, the Council thought 
itfclf no longer obliged to obferve it j and 
that it cou'd be no Breach of public 
Faith to condemn John Hufs and Jnome of 
Prague^ who ownM it for their Judge^ 
and fubmitted to their Judgment. But 
upon the main, however this Matter of 
Fad was good or bad, it was no Ru!e 
in the Catholic Church ; all of her Chil- 
dren being fully convinc'd, that to what 
Perfon focver they pafiM their Word, 
they were obliged to keep it. Bc^a being 

iliU 
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ftill filent, Francis dcfir'd to be infbrm'd, 
what that fame Rule of Faith was, which 
he pretended the Council of Trenl had not 
followed ? Beza anfwer'd, that the Holy 
Scripture alone was the true Rule of Faith, 
whereas the Council in fcveral of its Decifi- 
ons had made ufe of another. 

Francis thought it not to his Purpofe to 
enter upon the Examination of this Fad ^ 
he infifted upon Right, and anfwer*d 
Beza, that as the Holy Scripture was 
capable of many Senfes, and did not ex- 
plicate itfelf, it was fit there fhou*d be 
ibme Authority in the Church, that had a 
Right to expound it, and to determine in 
whatSenfe it ought to be received. 

£€za reply'd, that this Authority was 
not neceflary, every one of the Faithful 
had it, the Holy Scripture was notobfcure, 
and the Holy Ghoft fufficiently infpir'd 
all the Faithful toward a right Under- 
ftanding of it. 

Francis failed not to take his Advantage 
of this Anfwer, which was eafy to be 
forefcen. 'Twas a main Point : The Qucftion 
was about the Rule of Faich, that is to fay, 
the very Foundation of all other Difputes *» 
which, if once ill laid, all that is built 
upon it muft fall of itfelf. He there- 
fore defir'd to know, being the Scripture 
was fo clear, by what Misfortune the Pro- 

teftants 
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teftants themfelves have run into fo many 
different, nay contradiftory Expofitions? 
Why did iMtber, whom they refpcdtcd as 
a Man infpir'd by God, underftand the 
Words of the Inftitucion of the Eucbariji in 
the Senfe of real Prefence, and Calvin 
in the figurative Senfe, which arc fodirefl:- 
ly oppofite ? What Proof cou'd he bring 
for thofe Infpirations of the Holy Ghoft 
allow'd to all the Faithful ^ and what Ap- 
pearance was there that Qalvin was nx)re 
kvour'd with them than the Church| 
which the Holy Scripture ftiles the Pillar^ 
that is to fay, the Support of Truth ? What 
Afliirance any Man cou'd have that pre- 
tended Infpirations were effedbially from 
the Holy Ghoft, and not from the Spirit 
of Error-, who, according to the lame 
Scripture often transforms himlelf into an 
Angel of Light, the more eafily to fcducc 
die Faithful? Beza found him&lf at a puz- 
zle with all thefe Queries, which were fo 
many convincing Proofs of the Falfity 
of what he had aflerted. But as it com- 
monly happens in the Heat of a Difputc, 
that a Man will rather venture on a 
bad Anfwer than fay nothing at all, he 
pretended, that the Undcrftanding of the 
Holy Scripture being of abfolute Neccffity 
to the Church, that is to fay, to the Mem- 
ber^ that compofe it, there cou'd be no 

Doubt 
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Doubt made, but that the Holy Ghoft, 
who invifibly. governs her, made them to 
underftand it by his fecret Infpirations ; 
fince this was the Way he took to en- 
lighten the Minds of Men, and to touch 
their Hearts. 

. As this was but walking the fame Round,' 
Francis continued to alk him, whether the 
Holy Ghoft gave thefe Infpirations to all 
that read the Holy Scripture with a fincere 
Defire of rightly underftanding it, or to 
fome only? If to all, how comes it to 
pafej faid he, that the Catholics have them 
not, but are oblig'd to have Recourfe to 
the Church as the Pillar of Truths to gain 
a right Underftanding of them? Will any 
Man fey, that by the Help of thefe In- 
fpirations every Individual difcovcrs the 
Truth i but difcovers it not, when aflcm- 
blcd all together in a Body ? But then, if 
all Men receive not thefe Infpirations, but 
fome only, there ftiou'd be certain Marks 
for to know them from the reft-, fince a 
Man's bare Word that he is infpir'd can 
never oblige us to believe him fo long as 
he brings no better Evidence. 

Thefe Inconfiftences were more than 
fufEcient to ftifle Bezah pretended Infpi- 
rations -, but to prove beyond all Contra- 
diftion, that the Calvimjls had not only 
no manner of Title to the Name they had 
Vol. I. N ufurp'd 
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ufurp'd of Reformers of the Faith^ but 
knew not io much as the true Rule of it. 
Francis prov'd clearly to him, that allow- 
ing him his pretended Infpirations, he muft 
then be oblig'd to own that the Holy Ghoft 
infpir'd Contradidions: For this he cited 
Luther^ who rejefted fome Books of the. 
holy Scripture which the Calvtnijis held 
for Canonical -, and in the fame Scripture 
found the real Prefence in which the Holy 
Ghoft difcover'd nothing more than a Fi- 
gure to John Calvin. Then he maintained 
It to be a Thing altogether imprafticable, 
that God fhou'd have abandoned all the 
Faithful for fo many Ages to the Ways of 
Error, and referv*d his Infpirations for a 
few private Men of the laft Age ; that he 
ihou'd have concealed himfelf from fo 
many humble and learned Dodlors, who 
made it their whole Bufinefs to leek after 
Truth, for to reveal himfelf to Calvin alone, 
and lay open to him the Dogma's of Chri- 
ftian Faith. 

Francis from all thefe Arguments in- 
fer'd, that the Calvinijls were fo far from 
having any Right to arraign the Church 
for Matter of Dodiine, or to accufe the 
Council of I'rent for not following the true 
Rule of Faith, that they knew nothing of 
it themfelves \ and that the fuppofing the 
holy Scripture fo clear and cafy, that every- 
k. body 
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body without any extraordinary Aids was 
capable to undcrftand it, and the allowing 
every one a Right to interpret it, was the 
dire6t way to hatch Diffcntions without end, 
and to broach as many Religions as thene 
were different Imaginations 5 but on the 
oth^r fide, the admitting without Grounds 
thefe private Infpirations, over and above 
the Inconveniences now mentioned, weuei 
to make a Gap for the rankeft FanaSicifn^ 
Hitherto all went fmoothly on, and 
Bezaj who pretended to a great degree cf 
Moderation, and was always for fhutting 
out Paflion in Debates about Religion, had 
difcours'd Francis with much Mceknels 
and Civility -, when to convince him en- 
tirely by- an Example taken from the CaU 
vinijls themlelves, of the Inconveniences 
he had prefs'd againft him, he thought it 
proper to add what a great many Perfons 
ftill living had frequently heard from the 
Duke of Savoy ^ Emanuel Philiberl\ owa 
Mouth. This Prince, faid Francisy re- 
lated how he was prefent at the Conference 
of Cormajfe^ \it\(\ in 1527, where a great 
Number of Miniftcrs met, and of the molt 
famous of them not -one was wanting j 
the firft Thing motion 'd was to produce 
their Confeffion of Faith, but not 
being able to agree upon it, they dropt away . 
one after another from the Aflembly j for 
N 2 not 
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not a Man of them wou'd yield to another, 
but each held a very difparate Opinion from 
all the reft ; fo that the Conference was 
broken off, without any other Effeft, than 
the expofmg of the Calvintfts to the 
Laughter of the Catholics. The Duke, 
added Francis^ being a Perfon of excel- 
lent Senfe, made this Remark, that where- 
as among the Calvintfts every Soul of them 
pretends to underftand the Holy Scripture, 
their very Doftors cou'd not agree about its 
Senfe •, and therefore he inferred, that their 
Infpirations were very oppofitc, fince they 
were not able to reconcile them j he added, 
that he never cou'd find the Proteftants 
united, favc only in their Hatred, to the 
Catholic Church, while theyliv'd in Peace 
with the Sedaries, whom they yet con- 
demned for Error and Impiety. 

This Piece of Hiftory nettled Beza more 

. than all that Francis had faid before. He 
was ready to give the Lye to the Duke of 
Savoy •, but the Faft was too public to be 
deny'd, fo that his Rcfentment fell upon 

. Francis^ whom he treated very fcurvily. 
But this truly humble Man, who prided 

. not himfelf in the Vicftory he had gain'd 

/ overfo famous a Man as Beza, and had 

nothing in his Eye but the gaining him to 

Jefus Chrift, returned him fo meek an An- 

fwer, i\i2X Beza was a(ham*d of his Paffion, 

and 
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and beg*d his Excufe. Thus ended the 
Conference 5 andBeza having now a greater 
Efteem than ever for Fr^«m,pray'd him to 
come and fee him again, and affur'd him 
he might do. it at any time with all imagi- 
nable Security. 

§.14. Franck-^ upon his Return to Thonon^ 
writ to the Pope to give him an Account of 
the Stateof the Catholic Religion in Chab- 
laisy and of the Conference he had held 
with Theodore Beza^ purfuant to his Or- 
ders. 

In this Letter he affur'd his Holinefs, 
that Beza was not far from Catholic Senti- 
ments, for his granting him that one 
might be fav'd in the Church of Rome 
left no room to doubt itj but that the Re- 
putation he had gained among the Calvir 
nijls^ arid above all, the confiderable Set- 
tlement he had frpm them, were ftronger 
Ties upon him than all the Reafons he 
brought in defence of his Herefy ; that 
he humbly defir'd to know his Holinefs's 
Intentions upon the Matter •, that the Con- * 
verfion of Beza was a Work well be- 
coming his paftoral Solicitude, and what 
OiFcrs foever were made to Beza^ the Adr 
vantages, which wou'd attend his ^^eti^ 
to the Catholic Church, deferv'd to bcv 
confider'd. 

N 3 Thb 
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This Letter the Pope anfwcr'd by a 
Brief, dated May the 29th, 1597, and 
fixch Year of his Pontificate. He con- 
gratulated Francis upon the Progrefs of 
the Catholic Religion in CbablaiSy for 
which the Church, he own'd, was indebt- 
ed to his Zeal ; he exhorted him to con- 
tinue his Apoftolical Labours and Endea- 
vours for Beza^s Converfion, and gave 
him full Power to treat with him, and to 
make him the Offers of which we ihall 
fpeak hereafter. 

In Compliance with the Pope's Com- 
mands, Francis return'd twice to Geneva^ 
where he had two other Conferences with 
JBeza-y the firft without Witneflcsj the 
ftcond in the hearing of Prefident Favre^ 
who wou'd accompany him thither. They 
difcours'd of the Neceflity of good Works 
in order to Salvation •, of the Co-operation 
of Free-Will with Grace, and of feveral 
other Points of Importance. 'Tis true, 
jBeza did not yield, but he was fo much 
Ihaken, that, upon taking leave of Fran- 
cis^ he took him faft by the Hand, and 
lifting up his Eyes to Heaven, with a deep 

V §lgh, If I be not^ faid he, in the right 
'trayy 'tis my daily Prayer to God, that 

'■•^t of his infinite Mercy he wou^d be pleased 
to bring me to it. 

•'^ " Thefe 
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Thefe laft Words of Beza made Fran^ 
cis rcfolve to go a fourth Time to Geneva 
to difcourfe with him in private. At his 
very coming in, he told him, that he 
came not to difpute, but with an open 
'Heart to difcourfe him about the moft im- 
portant Bufinefs he had in thisWorld, which 
was his Return to the Catholic Church ; he 
defir'd he wou'd give him Leave to fpeak 
freely his Thoughts, and to attribute to the 
Efteem he had for him, and to the earneft 
.Defire he had to procure his Salvation, all 
that his Zeal fhou'd infpire him to fay in 
order to bring him to the Point, whereon 
.his Happincfs or his Mifery to all Eternity 
entirely depended. ■ 

Beza, who had already conceiv'd a 
high Veneration for Francis , and cou'd not 
forbear feeling that tender AfTedion to 
him, which was npt eafily to be withftood, 
whenever he fet about the gaining of a 
Heart, anfwer'd, that he fliou'd take it 
very kindly ; for he was well aflur'd of the 
Sincerity of his Intentions ; and there was 
not that Man in the World whofe Cori- 
verfation was fo agreeable to him j and 
therefore he cou*d not but have a Value arid 
Kindnefs for his Perfon, and that whatfo- 
ever he did not yield to upon his Account^ 
be wou*d never do for any Man breathing, 

N 4 Francis 
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Francis being now affurM of Beza*s 
Good-Will towards him, refolv'd to make 
the beft on't, and to begin with things the 
moft diftant: he told him, that tho* for his 
own Particular he extremely wifli'd his Re- 
turn to the Pale of the Church Catholic, yet 
all he had hitherto done was by the exprefs 
Orders of the Pope-^ and that for a Proof 
of what hefaid he had his Briefs to produce, 
and one of the lateft Date he had brought 
to flicw him i wherein his Holinefs offered 
him an honourable Retreat wherefoever he 
llk'd beft, and a Penfion of four thoufand 
Crowns of Gold, to pay him for his Books 
and Moveables, as he himfelf ftiou*d prize 
them, and to give him all the Security 
which he fhou'd judge convenient. 

This unexpcfted Onfet furpris*d Beza^ 
and befpoke his moft ferious Attention ; 
which gave Francis an Opportunity to tell 
him farther, that the Pope did not think it 
juft to propofe his abandoning the many 
Advantages he had in the Communion of 
the Calvinijis, without offering others, which 
might render his Condition even better than 
it was ; that the Offers he made him in the 
Pope's Name were not intended as a Bribe, 
for he was fully perfuaded that a Perfon of 
his Senfe and Undcrftanding made not 
worldly Intereft his Rule in an Affair of 
this nature, where Confcience alone ought 

to 
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to be confulted ; but that k was only a fort 
of Compenfation which he had a Right to 
exaft, in cafe the Offer had been forgot- 
ten. But then after fo hanfom a Pro- 
vifion made for his Subfiftence, human 
Confideration ftiou'd be of no Weight 
with him, for his Age now bid him feri- 
oufly to attend his Salvation, the Time of 
Mercy drawing to an End, and that of 
Juftice ready to overtake him ; fo that 
probably God now fpoke to him by his 
Mouth for the lad time ; and he wouMonc 
Day repent, but tqp late, and all in vain, 
that he had not followed bis Advice 5 that 
the Advice he now was giving him had not 
any thing in it extraordinary 3 becaufe it was 
not to quit the Religion of his Forefathers, 
and which he had fuck'd in with his 
Mother's Milk, but only to refume the 
fame in which God gave him his Birth 
and Education, and wbkh for fo many 
Years he had profefs*d •, that he knew, 
better than any Man cou'd tell him, what 
Reafons firfl induc'd him to relinquilh it ; 
that he might eafily blanch them over and 
deceive Men, and perhaps hoodwink him**, 
felf, but there wou'd be no putting the 
Change on Almighty God, whofe Eye 
and Juftice were equally unavoidable ; and 
very terrible wou'd it be to fall into 
his Hands, after having rejefted fo many 
Tenders of his Grace ^ he dcfir'd him to 
N 5 rcmcm- 
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remember- he had granted a Poflibilicy of 
Salvation in the Catholic Church, which 
in Reafon (hou'd be a powerfiil Motive to 
his Reconciliation -, becaufe the Catholics, 
a Body ib numerous, and withal fo pious 
and learn*d as to many of its Members, al- 
Jow'd no fuch thing to the Calvinijl Com- 
Hiunion \ that in fo important an Affair as 
that of Salvation, the fureft (ide was always 
to be prefer'd ; and that after a Man has 
fellen into a wrong Way, nothing can be 
more to his Honour than to corred: his 
Steps. • 

While Francis was reafoning in this 
Manner, Beza (the more to be lamented, 
forafmuch as he knew the Truth, but cou'd 
not refolve to follow it) with his Eyes fixt 
on the GrcHind, continued in deep Si- 
lence, and felt his Heart bit and torn 
with all the Reproaches which an awaken'd 
Confcience is apt to breed on the like Oc- 
cafions. But on the other hand, human 
Refpeds, an inveterate Habit, a Shame 
to recant, and certain fccret Engagements 
which one wou'd never have fufpciled in 
a Man of his Age, hindered him from 
coming to a Refokition, and detained him 
in a Party, which, to him above all Men, 
was known to be built on a fandy Bot- 
tom. 

Francis waited to fee the Iffue of his 
wavering Difpofition, and judging of 

Beza% 
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Bezcf% Heart by his own, he hop'd he wpu'd 
yield at laft to his own Light. But, alas I 
how little can human Reafon do againft a 
Will mifled hy, and abandon'd to its Paf- 
fions, burdened with the Weight of an in- 
veterate Habit, and wholly captivated un- 
der the Law of Sin ? To break through 
Obftaclesof this Magnitude, a Man muft 
be favour'd with Graces of the firft Rate 
(if fo I may be allowM to call them) fuch 
as wrought the Converfion of a St. Paul^ 
or a St. Augufiin j but thefe God feldom 
difpenfes to the Authors of Schifms and 
Herefies \ and this Beza experienc'd, as 
many had done before him > for inftead 
of the comfortable Anfwer which Francis 
was expefting, he told him, that he was . 
in reality perfuaded of the Poflibility of 
Salvation in the Catholic Church, but did 
not defpair of finding it in the Calvinift 
Communion. Francis did not think it 
convenient to prefs him any farther ; he 
thought it beft to allow him Time to con- 
fiderx the Offers he had made him, and 
hop*d to finifli in the next Vifit what he 
thought he had fo happily begun. 

But this proved the laft. His frequent 
Vifits had fo terribly alarm*d.thofe ot Ge* 
ntua^ that had he made another, they 
were refolv*d, as he was informed, to make 
away with him j and kept fuch a Watch 

over 
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ovtcBeza^ that it was not poflible for him 
to get Accefs* 

Some Years after, this Miniftcr fell Tick, 
and finding Death approaching, he de- 
lir'd to fpeak with Francis^ but the Satis- 
fadion was deny'd him ; however, *tis re- 
lated that he repented his leaving the Ca- 
tholit Church, and retraded his Errors j 
but as he dy*d in the Hands of the CaU 
vinijis^ one cannot fay any thing for a 
certainty, on a Matter of this Importance. 

Lewdnefs in all Appearance contributed 
not a little to Beza^s Apoftacyj fomc 
Twrfts, he publifh*d after his Fall, feem 
to put it paft all Doubt : And we have a 
very pregnant Proof of it from a Fadt re- 
lated by the anonymous Author of St. 
Francises Life. He tells us, ih2Lt Henry 
IV. fent Monfieur Dejhayes upon fomc fe- 
crct Negotiation to Geneva 5 here the 
Gentleman got an Acquaintance with Be- 
za, and being both of a chearful Temper 
they foon became very, intimate Friends, 
fo as to keep nothing fecret from one ano- 
ther. One Day as Dejbayes was with great 
Familiarity converfing with iS^tf, the Fan- 
cy took him to afk what was the main 
Tie that kept him in the Seft of the Cal- 
vinifis. iJ^au? anfwer'd him not a Word, 
till having caird for a beautiful young Wo- 
xnan who liv'd with hkn j Ihat^ laid he 

to 
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to him, is the moft convincing Argument I 
have for my Religion. This Anfwer the 
more furpris'd Defhayes^ becaufe Beza had 
by this time fecn fo many Years pafs over 
his Head, as one wou'd have thought 
fliou'd have cur'd him of thefe Weaknef- 
fes. Now certainly the Chriftian Reli* 
gion has prodigioufly chang'd its Character 
fince Calvin appear*d in the World, if 
God made choice of this Set of Men 
to refonn his Church, and to reveal to 
them Truths unknown to fo many Saints^ 
fo learn'd, fo humble, fo difcngag*d from 
the World, fo entirely taken up with the 
Contemplation of Himfelf, and with the. 
Hopes of another Life. 

§. 15. Beza's Death the more fenfibly 
afflided hrancis^ becaufe he never defpair*d 
of his returning to the Catholic Church. 
But God foon recomppnc'd diis Lofs by 
the Bleffing he beftowM on hisApoftolical 
Labours. Three Minifters and the firft 
Syndickof 27?c?«^»were reconcil*d,and their 
Example was with a kind of Emulation 
folio w*d by the Inhabitants of "Thonon \ 
infomuch that the Catholics being now 
more numerous than xht Calvinijts, the 
firft Syndick maintained that the Town 
ought tO'pafs for Catholic; wherefore he 
writ to the Pope to defire him to look 
upon the Inhabitants a$ his Children, and 

to 
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to pay him in this Quality the Refpeddue 
to their common Father. 

The Succefs was equal in the reft of 
Cbablais^ and in the Bailiwicks, whole Pa- 
riflies in a Body abjurM their Herefy ; and 
there appeared fo great a Difpofition to a 
general Converfion, that the Biihop of Ge* 
neva thought himfelf obliged to contribute 
to it by his Prefence and paftoral Labours* 
He came to ^Thonon^ accompany*d by a 
good Number of learned Jefuits, Capu- 
chins, and Ecclefiaftics defignM for the 
Government of Pariflies, which the Pof- 
ture of Affairs required to be ereftcd with- 
out Delay. 

Thefe Succours came in a moft feafonable 
Hour, for Francis being obliged in Duty 
to attend the Biihop in his Return to Annecy^ 
fell fick there through the continual Fati* 
gues he had undergone for the Converfion 
of Chablais. His lUnefs was violent, but 
not long, and upon his Recovery he was 
expected in Chablais^ when News was 
brought that the Plague beg^n to rage in 
Savoy ^ and that the InfeAion had reach*d 
Annecy. This was enough to put him on 
a Refolution of devoting himfelf to the 
Service of the Infe6ted. For his Plea, he 
faid that the moft preffidg Necefliries had 
the greateft Title to his Labours, that Chab- 
lais was now provided with Ferfons more 

capable 
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capable than himfelf, who ftood in no need 
of his Affiftancc ; but the Cafe was other- 
wife with the Infcfted, who were in Dan- 
ger of being utterly abandon'd ; that the 
Dread of this terrible Scourge made fuch 
ftrange Impreffions on the Minds of Men, 
that Parents often fled from their Children, 
Children from their Parcnis, Wives from 
their Hulhands, and what was worfc, 
Paftors from their Flocks, who died with- 
out the Sacraments, and deftitute of the 
Succours provided by Divine Mercy for 
the facilitating of their Paflagc from Time 
to Eternity •, that there were few fuch Oc- 
cafions wherein one might praftife Charity 
with a lefs Mixture of human Refpefts and 
worldly Intereft, and therefore were thefc 
the more to be valu*d and embrac'd ; that 
infine, living was nothing, but dying well 
was the great Concern. 

• The Bilhop of Geneva^ as he well un- 
derftood the Neceffity of Franci/s Pre- 
fence in Chablais, cou'd notjiQar of hisRe- 
folution without Wonder and Difpleafure, 
and nothing lefs than the exerting his Au- 
thority cou*d prevent the Execution of 
this pious Defign. But Francis was none 
of thofc ftubborn Men, who cannot recede 
from what they have once undertaken, but 
obftmately purfuc the Ways they have 
chalkt out to themiclves, without owning' 

a Superio^ 
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a Superior or a Subordination, when once 
it has taken them in the Head, that God 
calls them to a Piece of Work, though 
cffedually the whole of their Vocation is 
their own Will. A dangerous Illufion,sftfld% 
which frequently blafts the Fruits of the 
moft pious Undertakings ! 

Francis was. too well perfuaded of the 
Merit of Obedience, not to pay a Defe- 
rence to his Bifliop*s Authority, in an Oc- 
cafion where he cou*d not hope for Sue- . 
cefs without a particular Call from God. 
He reprefented to him with his ufual 
Modefty the Reafons which induc'd him 
to devote himfelf to the Service of the 
Infeded : But as foon as his Prelate gaye 
him to underftand that he lik*d not his 
Defign, and thought God required him 
to return to Cbjblais, immediately he pre- 
pared for his Journey, in order to go on 
with the Labours, which his Sicknefs had 
forc'd him to intermit 

§. 16. At the fame time [ylnno 1598.} 
the Bilhop of Genepa was obliged to re- 
turn again to ChablaiSy upon the News 
which was brought to him, that the Duke 
of Savoy liad pafs'd the Mountains, and 
defign'd to be at Thonorij that he might 
there have an Interview with the Cardinal 
Dc MediciSy who returned from France^ 
whither he had been ienc in quality of Le-^ 
;atc* After 
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After ten Years of Civil and Foreign 
Wars, the Cardinal had juft concluded the 
Peace of Fervins. The Duke of Saijoy 
was comprehended in it, and the Difference 
touching the Marquifate of Saluzzo had 
been refer*d to the Pope's Judgment, who 
was to decide it in a Year. The Cardinal 
De Medicisy who was thoroughly acquain- 
ted with this Affair, was of all others the 
moft capable to give it a Turn to the 
Duke's Advantage. And none queftion'd, 
but the Pope wou'd fquarc his Judgment 
to the Legate's Advice. It was therefore 
of the greateft Importance to gain him 
to his Side, and with this Intention he had 
left Turifty to receive him fo foon as he 
entcr'd bis Dominions. A greater Honour 
he cou'd not have (hew'd to the Emperor 
or the King of France themfelvcs, had 
they come in Perfon to vifit him. 

The Divine Providence over Cbablais 
appear'd in a very lingular Manner on this 
Occafion. The Way from France to Italy 
lay not by Thonon^ and none before ever 
thought of taking fuch a Journey by this 
Town, it being by much the longeft. 
But the Plague, above -mention'd, infeding 
the other Places by which the Legate fiiou'd 
have pafs'd, obliged him to make this Turn, 
and the Duke of Savoy to repair to 
this Town, in order to receive him. N01- 

thing 
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thing cou*d have happenM more favoura- 
ble toward the general Converfion ofCbab- 
lais and the Bailiwicks, and nothing leis 
than the Prefence of the Duke and Legate 
cou*d have finilh'd this great Work, as 
will be fliewn from what we are going to 
relate. 

The Duke, who meafur'd his Progrefs 
by that of the Legate, made fliort Jour- 
neys as he did, and often halted, that he 
might not too long wait; for him at 7'bonon. 
This Delay gave the Biftiop of Geneva Op^ 
portunity to appoint the forty Hours Pray- 
ers, which were performed with great Die- 
irotioo and Solemnity 5 the News of th^ 
Puke's and LegatQ*s coming to Tbonoff^ 
drew to Town an Infinity of both Religi* 
ons, and it was for the Edification of botb 
fides, that the Prayers now mentioned were 
obfcrv'd. Every Hour of the Day and 
the Night too, there was either a Sermon 
or Point of Controverfy, or familiar In- 
ftruftion, or Catechifm, or Meditation, or 
public Prayers. The Catholics affifted in 
vaft Numbers, and with the Biftiop and 
Francis at the Head of them, beg'd of 
God th^t he wou'd vouchfafe to touch 
the Hearts '. of i.this People, and to 
luring back at laft to the Bofom of the 
Church the Remnant of tbofe whom fo 
&tal » Schifnd had divided from her ; for 

this. 
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this Intention were provided very moving 
Prayers in the French Tongue, and all 
in a manner drawn from the Holy Scripture j 
while one of the Clergy faid them aloud, 
the Bifliop and his Clergy proftrated on the 
Ground •, and the People, on their Knees, 
to every Verficle of thefe Prayers, an- 
fwer*d, Lord hear us. Lord gracioujly 
hear us. Thus were Prayers continued 
Day and Night, while certain feleft Per- 
fons diftributed large Alms, vifited the 
Sick and the Prifoners, and laboured to ac- 
commodate DifFcrences, and to reconcile 
fuch as were at enmity. And in thi3. 
they had no Regard to the Diftindiion q£ 
Religions, but their Charity was equally 
extended tb Calvinifis and Catholics. 

So many humble and fervent Prayers,and 
fo many charitable Aftions cou*d not fail of 
a good Effedl j the Father of Mercies lent 
an Ear and condefcended to them ; and 
nine hundred Perfons, that were converted 
in the Space of thefe three Days, filled 
this new Church with Joy, and gave fr^;/- 
cis the only Satisfaftion he defir'd in this 
World. 

Thefe forty Hours Prayers were hardly 
ended, when the Duke of Savoy arriv'd 
^iThonon. This was a Thunder-ftroke to 
the Heretics i *till that Moment they bad 
flatter'd themfelves, tHil iMe Accident or 

other 
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other wou'd break off his Journey ; but 
now feeing him on the Spot, they no longer 
doubted but things wou'd fall out as in 
efFeft they did. And of this they were 
thoroughly convinc'd by that Majefty and 
Refervednefs with which he anfwer*d their 
Compliments, and his Careffes to the Ca- 
tholics of all States and Conditions. 

But the Duke's firft Care was to prepare 
the'Town-Houfe with all the richeft Fur-" 
niture for to lodge the Legate, to ered 
Triumphant Arches, to adorn the Doors and 
public Places, through which he was to 
pafi,and to have all Things in Readinefsfor 
a mod magnificent Reception ^ but what 
edify'd mpft of all was, that he took the 
like Care .of St. Hyppolitus znd St. jfujiin^s 
Churches. The mod exquifite Artifts of 
Italy ^who had followed him, were employed 
to paint them, and no Coft was fpar'd to 
provide them with the beft of Ornaments. 

This done, while the Legate was ex- 
pefted, he defir'd the forty Hours Prayers 
might begin again, and nothing did he 
omit, which might add to the Dignity of 
this Ceremony ; but neither did he forget 
that his Example wou'd be of greater Force 
to the Converfion of his Subjects, than any 
thing he cou'd do befide, if he himfelf 
walk'd not in the Way he wou'd have 
them take. He itfifted with all his Attw- 

dants 
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dants at the Sermons and public Prayers, 
with fach Modelly and Refpeft, as edify'd 
all that beheld him 5 not content to fpend 
Part of the Day in thefc religious Duties, 
he returned to them in the Night -, gave 
large Charities with his own Hands; 
heard the Complaints of his Subjeds ; and 
without Delay caus'd that Juftice to be 
done them, which they had been long 
feeking after, but were not able to procure 
at the Hands of his Judges. He treated 
the Priefts, and the very loweft Minifters 
of the Church, with particular Diftinftion, 
but Francis above all the reft, whom he 
almoft conftantly kept by his Side ^ and 
this upon ajuft Perfuafion, that the Honour 
he did him wou'd be to the Advantage of 
the Catholic Religion. God rewarded 
this Prince's Piety with what he moft paffio- 
nateiy defir'd. He beheld with his own 
Eyes the Concourfe of Inhabitants from 
feveral Boroughs of Focigny^ who came 
in Crowds to abjure their Herefy. The 
PariQics of Bellevaux and St. Sergues came 
likcwife on the fame Account, each of 
them to the Number of three thoufand 
Perfons. The Bifliop, finding himfelf in- 
capable to receive fuch Multitudes, was 
forced to appoint a great Number of the 
Clergy and Religious to aflift him. The 
Duke was the more furprisM at the Con- 

verfion 
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did not leave him, having fpy*d Francis^ 
who inftead of producing himfel^ was 
mingled with the Crowd, ftept to him 
himfelf, brought him forward, and pre- 
fendng him to the Legate, This^ faid he, 
is the Apofile of my Dominions ; Uis to him^ 
under Godj that we owe the great Succejfes 
which I me^tiorfd to your Eminence. The 
Legate advanc'd fome Steps to receive 
him, and Francis having one Knee on the 
Ground to kifs the Hem of his Robes, he 
wou'd not fuffer him to do it, but took 
him up and embraced him ; and then turn- 
ing to the Duke of Savoy, he told him, 
that before he fpoke of him he had been 
informed of his Merits •, that for his own 
Particular he was much obliged to him for 
the infinite Pains he had taken to call thefe 
People back to the Catholic Church ; wouM 
fpeak to the Pope, and give him the Com- 
mendations he deferv'd-, and tho* God 
alone was able to be his- Recompence, he 
might expedt from his Holincls a fuitable 
Acknowledgment. 

The Day after the Legate's Arrival, the 
Forty Hours Prayers were begun again as 
he defir'd. The Solemnity open'd with a 
Proccffion of the Holy Sacramenti which 
was carry'd thro* all theTriumphant Arches 
ereded for the Legate, which he pafs'd 
not in effed. but on foot, and after the 

Holy 
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Holy Sacrament. * The Biftiop of Geneva 
performed the Ceremony ^ the Legate /olr 
low'd the Canopy, which was fupported 
by the Duke, Don Amadeus his Son, and 
the two Embafladors of Fribourg* The 
Calvinifts^ who knew nothing^' the Car- 
dinals and Biihops but what they had learnt 
from the peftilent Libels . made agaiiift 
them, beheld with Aftonifhmeot the Mo- 
defty and Piety of the Legale, and die Pre- 
lates that accompany*d him, A great 
Number was touched at it, and the SermoA 
Francis made on the real Prcicnce of Chrift's 
Body and Blood in the Eucbarifty having 
fally convinc'd them, they defir*d to mako 
their Abjuration in the Hands of the Le- 
gate. It was now late, for the Ceremony 
had been very long 5 he fail'd not however 
to receive them, and he^ embraced them al{ 
with fuch an Air of Gpodneis, as perr 
fedly won their Hearts. 

The Minifters in their Preachments had 
already told the People, that from d^ 
Pride, Profafeneis and Efieminacy, which 
wou'd appear in the L^ate and his Atten- 
dants, they wou*d find him to be a true 
Minifler of Antichrift ; but ^twas. no fm^U 
Surprife to them, when they fa w this fame. 
Legate, after the Fatigues of along Jour- 
ney, affift Day and Night at the Sermons 
and public Prayers, employ himfelf in 

Voi, I. O reconciling 
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reconciling Heretics, of whom he received 
a -very confiderable Number during thcfc 
public Prayers, entertain them with folid 
and pathetic Difcouries, beftow large Alms 
on the Poor of the Town and Province 
which gathered to Tbonon^ Ipeak to the 
Duke in favour of all that made ufe of the 
Credit be had with this Prince, and that 
thofe, who kept the ftriiSeft Eye upon 
him, found him always taken up in fome* 
thing of Ufe and Advantage, without 
one Moment's Allowance for the moft in- 
nocent Diverfion. 

In vain did the Malice of the Church's 
Enemies drive to fix an ill Intention on 
the Legate's Aftions j all did him Juftice, 
fexcept ibme few obftinate Calviniftsj who 
wou'd ftill fay that in his and the Duke's 
Deportment, there was more of Policy 
than of a true Zeal for Religion. 

Mean while Frmicis^ who expefted the 
Legate wou'd have made a longer Stay, 
learnt to his Sorrow, that he defign'd to 
depart, fo foon as the^forty Hours Prayers 
were at an End. He judg'd his Prefencc 
and Mediation of fuch Advantage to the 
Re-ellabli(hment of the Catholic Religion, 
that he refolv'd to petition him in the Name 
of the new . Church of Citfi//wi, to delay 
his going for at leaft fome Days. , For this 
«nd he dcfir'd a private Audience, which 

being 
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being quickly granted him, he faid what 
he thought moft capable to ftop him. 
The Legate anfwcr^d him with great Ci- 
vih'ty, that he had fuch exprefs Orders 
from the Pope, to repair with all Speed to 
Rnne^ that he cou'd not difpenfc himfelf 
from obeying them, and that the Approach 
of Winter made him haften to pafs the 
AlpSy before the Snows had ftopt his Paf« 
fagc. He added, that he faw the Dpke's 
Intentions were fo firmly bent on the Re* 
eftablifhment of the Catholic Religion, 
that it cou'd not be doubted but he wou'd 
employ his whole Authority to gain that 
Point, fo that there appeared no Need of 
folliciting in the Matter* 

Francis anfwer'd,*Twas true, the Duke's 
Intentions were perfedly good, but the 
Cafe was otherwife with his Counfellors; 
that when he was at Jurtn^ he had found 
them averfe from fome Motions he then 
made, which yet feem'd abfolutely necef- 
fary to be executed : Befides, he was in* 
formed that the Embafladors of the Sw'xfs 
Proteftants, and the Deputies of Geneva, 
were expedted in few Days, who were 
orderM very warmly to folicit that Liber- 
ty of Confcience might be preferv'd ia 
Cbablais and tlie Bailiwicks ; and when the 
ill-defigning Members of the Council fell 
in with them, he fear'd they wou'd carry 
O 2 their 
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their Point againft all the good Intentions 
of the Duke. 

The Legate defir'd to have in Writing 
the Propofals he had mention*d, which were 
the fame he had made at Turin ; Francis 
having brought them with him, prefented 
them to him. The Legate read them, and 
after having examined them with Attendon^ 
he told him, at their Parting, that in ef- 
fe<a they were Ibmewhat ftrong, but that 
he was of the fame Opinion with him, and 
thought it neceflary they fhou*d be exe- 
cuted : That he wou'd difcourfe the Duke 
about them as from himfelf ; wou*d re- 
commend this Affair to the Pope's Nun- 
cio ; and that he faw fo many things which 
required a Concurrence of the Pope's Au- 
thority, that poflibly he might be more 
ferviceable at Romey than at Thonon^ in 
forwarding the Execution of his good Dc- 
figns. 

The Legate parted the next Day, and was 
conduced back w ith the fame Honour ; but 
he faiPd not to fpeak to the Duke and the 
Nuncio, as he had ipromWd Francis ; who, 
as it appeared from the Succefs of AfFairs, 
might have been wanting to this great Con- 
cern, had he not taken this Precaution. 

§. 1 8, After the Legate's Departure, the 
Embafladors of Fribourg^ who arrived the 
firft, were coodudled to the Audience of the 

Duke J 
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Duke*, they complimented him in the 
Name of their Canton, upon the Re-^ 
eflabliihment of the Catholic Religion in 
Cbablaisy and exhorted him to finifh a 
Work fo pious, and fo becoming a Prince 
of his Renown. 

The Embafladors of the Canton of Berne 
and the Deputies of Geneva, who were 
juft arrived, had next their Audience. They 
ipoke with a great deal of Warmth for 
Liberty of Confcience, and defir'd the 
Duke to give them a direct Anfwer, be- 
caufe they had Orders from their Superiors 
to acquaint them with his Intentions. The 
Duke anfwer'd, he wou'd not leave fhonon 
till he had regulated the Afiairs of. Religion, 
that he was going to call his Council to 
deliberate upon the Matter, and they ihou'd 
then know his Refolutions. The Audience 
being ended^ a Council was held,, at which- 
the Duke wou*d have Francis to affift. 

He laid the Matter before them in few 
Words, remarked its Importance, and fig- 
nify'd that they xou'd notpleafe him more 
than by a- free Delivery of their Opinions j: 
forafmuch as^ he was not as yet come to a 
Refolution, but fhou'd embrace whatfoever 
they made appear moil conducive to God's > 
Glory,, and to. the. Good of his Domi'-t 
nions*. 
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' At firft the Council was divided in their 
Opinions ^ but at laft the major Part judg*d 
it beft to allow a Liberty of Confcicnce, 
and to leave things as to Matter of Re- 
ligion much in the fame Pofturc they were 
at that Jundlure. To maintain -this Opi- 
nion, it was faid, that the Duke cou'd not 
forbid the public Profeffion of Calvinifm in 
Ckablais and the Bailiwicks, without break- 
ing the Treaty ot Nion-y that it was of the 
highert: Importance not to fet the Swifferi 
and thofc of Geneva a Precedent for vio- 
lating the fame ; that infallibly they wou'd 
exert their utmoft Strength to maintain the 
Execution of the Article which permitted a 
Liberty of Confcience; and were the more 
to be fcai'd, becaufe, if the War happened 
to be renewed, it was not to be doubted 
but they wou'd have Succours from the 
French Calvinijts^ Men train*d up in War, 
and already furfeited of Peace j that Henry, 
their Soveraign, who alone cou'd hinder 
them, was too wife a Prince not to im- 
prove an Occafion of riding himfclf of 
llich va(l Numbers of turbulent and fcdi- 
tious Spirits, who depending on War alone 
for their fubfiftence, wou'd fooner or later 
difturb the Tranquillity of his Kingdom ; 
that it were leafonable to believe he wou'd 
be the Icfs concerned to ftop thefe Succours, 
becaufe he cou'd at any time difown them ; 

and 
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and by this means wou*d drive the Duke 
to a Neccffity of rcftoring to him the Towa 
of Berry in Provence^ the Marqpifate of 
Saluzzo^ as wasilipulated in the Treaty of 
Fervins'^ that he ought to be well guarded 
as to Things without, before he undertook 
an Alteration of that Importance within. 
That the Peace of Vervins not yet exe- 
cuted on the Duke's Part, gave juft reafon 
to apprehend the Power of France^ which 
was now united under fo great a Prince a$ 
Henry IV.. that in cafe it were advifable to 
proceed in thefe Affairs, they ought at leaft 
to be refpited to fome other time j and in 
the mean while the Calvinijis Converficia 
might be carry*d on with the fame means 
which had hitherto been apply*d, which 
cou*d give no- body Offence > that thus in- 
deed there wou'd go more Time to the 
compaffing his Defign, but then it wou'd 
be done with more Security. 

This Advice ran diredly counter to 
what Francis had given, and therefore fo. 
loon as the Duke had given him a Sign 
to fpcrak, he gave in his Anfwcr, and 
Ihew'd, 

That nothing fo firmly held up a State 

as Uniformity of Religion •, againft a Se6t 

which renders private Men the Judges 

v^ithout Appeal of what they owe toGod^ 

O 4 and 
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and this, as he obfcrv'd, was a firft Prin- 
ciple with the Calvinijis^ and not like 
to infpire them with that RefpcA and 
inviolable Fidelity which they ow'd to 
their Soveraigns •, that there was a very 
wide Difference between the Calvinijls and 
all thofe former Se^, which from time to 
time appeared againft the Churchy thefe 
generally fpeaking only quarrel'd with 
fome fpeculative Points of Faith, with- 
out ihaking the Foundation, they refin'd 
not upon her Morals nor her. Difcipline, 
and excepting fome particular Opinions, 
in all the reft they obfcrv'd a pretty tole- 
rable Uniformity; whereas the Galvimfis^ 
more daring and meddling than-all before 
them, have hardly left any thing as they 
found it, but have equally aflault^ the 
Faith, the Worfhip, the Morality, thcDifi 
cipline, the Authority of the Church, nor 
have they many more Grains of Deference 
for that of Soveraigns j that for a Proof 
of this, one needed only to confider 
their Proceedings in Europe, fince their 
Scdt got footing in it ; that they had 
feduced one Part of the Low - Countries 
from their Obedience to the King of 
Spain^ and turn'd it to a Common-wealth ; 
in Scotlanfl they had well-nigh eJtti'nguifli'd 
the Royal Authority, and were play- 
ing 
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ing the feme Gama in England i that 
very lately at Nantz they had made fuch< 
Demands upon the King of France'^% cou*d 
aim at nothing elfethan the forming of a 
Commonwealth in the heart of the King- 
dom, and yet were not to be rejefted with- 
out rifquing another Civil War ; that, widi- 
out feeking Ihftances abroad, they had re- 
volted at Geneva againft their lawful Prince, , 
had let up a free and independent Com- 
monwealth, and CbaVlais ftill retained the • 
fatal . Marks of that Rebellion ; fo that^ 
upon the whole, he faw no rcafon to ap-- 
prehend any Danger from the banifhing of 
Calvinifm out of his Royal Highnefs's Do-, - 
mmions ; but' if there was any Danger to - 
be dreaded, it cou'd only beexpc6tcd from^ 
a Toleration of the Cahiniftsy tliSit a Ca- 
tholic Prince wou'd always be an Eye-fore 
to them J they wouM/ieceflarily look upon 
him as an Enemy to their Religion, who * 
Had conftantly an Inclination to fupprefi 
it ; and thefe Jealoufics wou'd at laft breed 
a Hatred to the Prince, wou*d caufe them » 
to hold fecret Intelligence with his Ene- 
mies, and to break at laft into open Re- 
bellion 5 which in this Juncture was the 
more to be fear'd, becaufe, if the Duke re- 
ceded after the Steps he had taken already, . 
the Calvinijis wou*d not ftick to give it out, . 
that he durft hot go on with his Undei-- ■ 
Qy5 taking,. 
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taking, and then he wou^d have no moce 
Power in the Province than they pleas'd ta 
allow him ; and whenfoever he intended to 
aft as a Sovcraign, they wou'd threaten 
him with the Swijfers and Geneva ; that it 
wouM .become him once for all to let them 
know their whole Dependance was on their 
Prince's Mercy, and that the Interceffion of 
Foreigners wou'd fignify the lefs for their 
buildipg fb much upon it \ and inftead of 
faefpeaking any Favour to them, fervid 
only to haften their Deftruftion. 

He added, that the Treaty of Nioriy 
which k)mt: fo much infifted on^ did not 
abiblutely ei!t:ablilh Calvinifm in CbablaiSj 
fciit only allowed them that profefs'd it to 
have three Minifters there, and this too 
only by way Provifion and Toleration, till 
the Duke of Savoy IhouM otherwifc de- 
termine i that Geneva and the Swijfers were 
t\o fuch mighty States as to give Laws to 
the^Duke in his. own Dominions ; that the 
^ing of France flood too much in need of 
Ro'fne^ and it too nearly concern'd him to 
keep an Intereft there, to fuffer his Subje6b 
to take Arms againft a Catholic Prince, on 
purpofe to hinder the Re-eftabli(hment of 
the Religion which had the Pope for its 
Head •, and after all, tjiat Sovcraign Princes 
had nothing more at heart, than the culti- 
vating a good Intelligence one with ano-, 

ther, 
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ther, and the maintaining of that Royat 
Prerogative which empowers them to go- 
vern their Subjedts, as themfelves think 
mod conducive to the Good of their Do- 
minions. 

The greateft Art of this Difcourfe was, 
that it took the Duke of Savoy on the weak 
Side. He was a Prince of mod: excellent 
Qualifications, but then fo extremely jea« 
lous of his Authority, that he cou'd not 
endure to have any Man fufped, that he 
cou'd not or durft notufe it in its fullExtent* 
For this Reafon, every Member of the 
Council was now perfuaded, that Francis 
wou'd infallibly gain his Point. 

But this Apoftolical Man, who had al- 
ways his Heart full of that (incereand genu- 
ine Piety, which fliew'd itfelf in all his 
Words and Actions, and had only thrown 
in thefe Reafons of Policy as a Counter*- 
ballance to what had been faid by others^ 
addreffing himfclf to the Duke^ told him 
with much Refpeft, that, where the Inte- 
rcft of God was the Matter in Qucftion, a 
Chriftian Prince ought in fome Degree at 
leaft to rely on Providence ; that, if Con- 
Jiantine, Theodofius^ and fo many other 
Princes wlio banifh*d Idolatry and Herefy 
out of their Dominions, had always con- 
fulted Policy ; both Paganifm and thofc 
many Hercfies,which are nowfcarce known 

by 
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by their Names, woa'd ftill have reign'd iiv 
the World y that God in all Ages has been 
the Support of Thrones, when the Prince 
who fat on them endeavour-d to enlarge 
his Reign among his SubjeAs 'r and he 
doubted not, but that to reward the Zeat 
be wou*d now ihew in re-eftablifliing the 
Catholic Religion, God wou'd bleis his. 
Reigq with a long Series of Pfofperities. 

The Duke, who had given a great At- 
tention to Francis f was iatouch'd withhis^ 
Difcourfe, that upon the fpot he granted 
his Requeft; nay^ he caird for the Ar* 
ticles we have mentioned in the Account 
given, of the Negotiation at Turing and 
gave Orders for their fpeedy Execution. 
They contain*d in exprefs Terms, That the 
Minijiers Jhou^d he expeWd the Dominiom of 
Savoy, the Calvinifts Jhou^'d be put out of 
$beir Offices and Dignities^ and tbefe be 
given to the Catholics; an exa£l Scrutiny 
Jbou^d be made 'into the Revenues of all the 
Benefices ufurp^d by the Heretics^ or unjujily 
appropriated by others without Title or Cba- 
raiieTj to be employed in the repairing of 
Churches^ and maintaining the Catholic 
Paftors and Mijfionaries ; that a College 
for the Jciu\tesJhou*d immediately he erected 
at Thonon ; that no where in Chablais or 
in the Railiwicks^ any other public Worfknp 
Jhoit^d be allowed, but that of the Catholic 
Religion. As 
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As thefe Articles feem*d fomewhat too 
harih and violent to be executed all at once, . 
great Debates arofe upon them in the Coun- 
cil ; but the Dufce, remembring his Pro- 
mife to the Legate, had now taken his Re- 
solution; accordingly he ordered them to- 
be all executed without Delay, and fent 
one to impart the Matter to the Embafla- 
dors o£ the Swiffersy and the Depudes of: 
Geneva. 

So refolute and unexpe&ed an Anfwer 
afloniih'd them, but did not damp them ^^ 
they returned to Audience, with all the 
moft prefling Inftances, but in vain, that 
Thingslhou*d be left on theoldFooting-, they 
infilled, as their laft Refiige, on the Treaty 
of Niofir and required that at leaft the 
Cahinifis might be allowed to have three • 
Minifters in Chahlais. The Duke anfwer'd, ^ 
they knew very well that this Article was- 
but provifional -, however, he ftioU*d willing- 
ly allow it, provided they. wou*d alfo allow^. 
at Ber fie ihrtQ Catholic Priefts of his chufing. 
This Choice, to which they knew not 
what to fay, being hariher than a flat 
Denial, they took Leave of the Duke,. 
and parted the very next Day, that they 
might not be EyewimefTes of what was like 
to happen in CbaUais to the Di&dvantage 
of their Religion* 



19. 
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§. 19. The next Day, the Duke having 
iflu*d forth his Orders for all who profefs'd 
themfelves of the pretended Reformation, 
to repair to the Town^Houfe, he went 
thither himfelf with his Guards marching 
before him, and foUow'd by all his Court. 
At the fame time. Part of Martinenqui^ 
Regiment feiz'd on the Gates and Market- 
places, and the reft were drawn up in a 
double Line from the Duke^s Loggings to 
the Town-Houfe. Thefe Preparations, 
which carry'd indeed a Face ox Terror, 
caft a Damp upon the Calvinijts^ as 'tis 
eafy to imagine ; they all expeflol, that 
the Duke was going to employ the utmoft 
Severities for to force them to change Re- 
ligion. But if Fear and Amazement ftruck 
the common People, the Chiefs of them, 
who faw themfelves ftiut up in the Town- 
Houfe, were under no lefe Perplexities. 

In efFeft, having caused Silence to be 
commanded, he laid, that, tho' he cou'd 
from the Beginning have employed his 
Soveraign Authority alone, to oblige them 
to return to the Catholic Church, he had 
yet condefcended hitherto, to ufe no other 
Method, but that of Sweetnefs; and for 
this End in the Space of the four laft Years, 
Exhortations and Remonftrances had been 
the only Means purfu*d; that he had joyfully 
embraced everyExpedicntprefentedto him, 

which 
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which fccm'd capable of winning the very 
hardefl: Hearts, in hopes they wou'd have 
been perfuaded to make that Choice, which 
without Comparifon was the moft to their 
Advantage in all Refpc6ls ; and to this 
they had his Encouragement both public 
^and private; that thefe Endeavours had 
iiot. indeed been wholly fruitlefs, for he 
iaw to his Satisfaftion great Numbers of 
them reconcil'd to the -.Catholic Church; 
but he wou'd have them know, that he 
wou'd no longer fuffcr a little Parcel of 
Rebels, deaf to the Exhortations of the 
Church their Mother, and to thofc of their 
Prince, to make it an unhappy Point of 
Honour, not to follow the Example of 
others, but tolofc themlclves for this Wbrld, 
and for the next •, that he looked upon thefe 
obflinate Spirits, as Enemies to God and to 
himfelf, that they had had Lcifure enough^ 
to confidcr what were bcft to be done, and 
now it was high time to declare themfclves ; 
therefore he commanded thole that were 
refolv'd to be of their Princess Religion 
to pafs to his Right-hand -, and thofe that 
wou'd perfift.in tlicir Obduratenefs, to pafs 
to his Left. 

The Duke being now filent, the Catho- 
lics who were prefentfell to exhorting theic 
Friends to open at laft their Eyes, and not 
lofe themfelves by an unfeafonable Obftina- 

cy, 
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cy, which thiemfelves wou*d firft repent of. 
Francis being likcwife prefent, and know- 
ing the Duke's Refolution, labourM above 
all die reft, to make thefe unhappy Men 
fee the Importance of the Choice before. 
them. And now there was nothing but. 
going to this or that (ide. I)ifine, the 
greateft Part went to the Duke's Right,, 
hut however a confiderable Number re*- 
main'd on his Left. 

The Duke beginning again to fpeak, . 
and addrefling himfelf to thofe who had. 
pafs'd.to his Right, told them^ hefhou-d 
look on them for the time to come as his- 
faithful Subjects, and there was no Grace 
but whatthcy might expcft from his Affec- 
tion. Then turning to thofe on his Left, , 
with Anger and Indignation in his Eyes, 
Tou then, are the fVretcbes, faid he to 
them, that dare in my Prefence declare 
your/elves Enemies to God and to myfelf. Be 
gone, depart hence, I diveji you of your 
Offices and Dignities^ and I banijh yottfor 
ever out of my Dominions \ I had rather 
he without Suhje£ls, than have fucb as you,, 
whom I can never truft. This faid, he 
gave a Sign to his Guards, who chas*d 
them with Difgrace from his Royal Pre- 
fence. 

As juft as this Severity of the Duke ap^ 
pear*d, after fo many gentle Methods em-r 
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ploy*d in vain, Francis cou*d not but be 
troubrd at it. His extreme S weetnefs wou'd 
not fuffer him to fee thefe unhappy Men^ 
fo (hamefully banifti'd from their Prince's 
Sight, depart into a mournful Banifhment, 
without petitioning the Duke to allow the 
Remainder of the Day for to bring them 
to their Duty, 

He told him on this Occafion, that he* 
knew the Caivinifts fo well, that he cou'd 
affure him, the Attach the Generality of 
them had to their Religion was not fo rooted 
in them, as to make them abandon a certain 
Support in queft of a Subfiftence abroad, 
which ordinarily is uncertain^ and always 
heavy ; that, as they had all an Eftablim- 
ment in CbablaiSy were but a few Reaibna 
prefs*d upon them, they wou'd never re- 
folve to quit their Fortunes and turn Vaga^ 
bonds among thofe of their Perfuafion^ 
without Houleand Home, and abandoned 
to all the Severities of a ftarving Poverty^ 
fo that, with his Leave, he hop'd,. before 
the Day was fpent, to give him a good 
Account of moftof them that appeared fo^ 
refolute. 

The Duke, who had proceeded againft his 
Will totheferigorous Ways, permitted him. 
to do as he thought beft ; and Francis was 
fo happy in his Endeavours, as before 
Night to perfuade the gjreafcfl: P^xx. ^1, 
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them to conform to their Prince's In- 
tentions. A very fmall Number, who ima- 
gined themfelves Mafters of greater Con- 
ftancy than they were in effeft, abandon'd 
Cbablais find took their Paflage to Nhn on 
the other Side of the Lake. 

§. 20. But it is an eafier matter to fufTer a 
quick Punifliment, than to bear up againft 
longandtedious, tho' lefs rigorous, Advcr- 
fitics. Tht Exiles of Chablais, xvho flatter'd 
themfel ves, that the Sight of their Sufferings 
and their continual Solicitations wou*d at 
left induce the Swiffersznd thofe of Gene- 
vay to take up Arms for the re-eftablifh- 
ing of Cahini/m in Ckablaisj no fooner 
perceiv'd that nothing was lefs thought on 
than quarrelling with the Duke, and that 
they began to be unwelcome Guefts^ but, 
before the Duke left ^hofion^ they writ 
to Francis to pray him to intercede for 
their Return, and that they might be 
reftor'd to their Eftates which were con- 
fifcated. 

Francis eafily obtained both tjie one 
and the other. The Exiles returned, and 
had a favourable Reception from the 
Prince. 

And now, they being all unit^i in the 
Profeffion of one and the fame Faith, the 
Duke's firft Care was to fettle Affairs on fo 

firm 



Seft. 2a. y/. FrAncis of Salis. 331 

firm a Foundation, that they might not 
cafily be overthrown. In this Contcm* 
plation, he every -where plac'd ftrong 
Garrifons, to hinder the Emiflaries of 
G^»w^ from fomenting Seditions; he gave 
Orders for rebuilding the Parifli Churches j 
he provided a Subfiftence for the Paflors^ 
and a good Number of able Miffion- 
aries, who were for fome Years longer 
to remain in the Province 5 he aflign'd a 
Fund for building the Jefuites College 
abovemention*d j in a word, he forgot 
nothing that might prevent the Return of 
Herefy into Chablais and the three Baili- 
wicks. 

But the Thing moft worthy of Com- 
mendation in this wife Prince, was that 
Regularity of Life, which himfelf, with 
all his Court, fofteadily obferv*d, for the 
fix Weeks he remained at ^tbt^non^ and the 
Examples he gave of Piety. Being con- 
vinced , that the Soveraign's Example is in* 
finitely more perfuafive, than all other 
means without it, he frequently confefsM 
and communicated,; aflified, with all his 
Court, at Sermons, and publick Prayers, 
with fuch Modefty and AlTiduity, that it 
made an Impreffion on the moft obdurate ; 
and then fo liberal were his Charities, that 
the "Province for a long time after felt the 
Conlfortof them» 

Wbea 
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When Policy goes along with Piety, it 
finds Succefe in all its Undertakings^ We 
have feen an Inftance of it in the peaceable 
Re-eftabli(hmentof theCatholick Religion 
inCbablais^ and this was followed by many 
more, which my Reader may obferve in 
the Sequel of this Hijftory. 



The End of the FirJ Fokme. 
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yet unborn 18. How to inflruSi them 19, 25 
Motives of Credibility 169 

Padua 42 

Pardon of Sins, an Effe^ of Gois pun Mercy 170 
Parents £/" 5/. Francis IS? 1 8 

PariJh'Church to be frequented i n 

Patience, under Affi'onts 67 

Penance, neceffary 172 

Poor People, the Paflor's Gare » loj 

PolFevia S, J, a Din^or of St, Francis 45 



Tlic INDEX. 

Preachers 105 

Prejudices againji Religion 211 

Private Spirit 288 

Proteftancy promoted by Ignorance 200. Main- 
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